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EVIDENCE TENDERED IN
DUNCANS AND VICTORIA

‘Many Witnesses  Declare. Weirs Not
Detrimental to Trout Fishing—
Opinions and Suggestions.

The oomlmisnion, oonsisting of Senutor
Ten.pleman, A. W. Vowel, Superl‘ntend-
ent of Indiun Affairs, and C. B. bwprd,
Dominion government inspector of fish-
eries, appointed by the Domunion gov-
ernment to inquire into the complaints

and others of illegal fishing in .the
Cewichan, = Koksilah ~ and Chemainus
rivers commenced its sittings at Dun-
cuns on’ Wednesday. A nuwbper of leu'q-
ing residents and some Indians gave evi-
dence, and the opinions expressed were
generally opposed to fhe views of the
“f'ourist Association. ;
The first witness was J. D. Hadwin,
who considered that thére was a certain
amount of illegal ishing m the Cowichan

deal of fishing with salmon roe as bait.
He was aiso of opinion that the weirs
delayed the fish while they were caught
by the Indians. He was not a fisherman, |
and was not prepared to say t.u_a{t the
weirs spoilt the trout fishing, but if they
did not iutertere with the salmon they
would not be there. He would not re-
commen: the forcible removal of the
weirs, and thought that the flioating logs
might damage the spawning grounds.

John N. luvans, reeve, a resident of
the district for thirty years, said that
there were not so many weirs in the
Cowichan river now as when he had first
.come to ihe country. * He did not attri-
bute the decrease 1 the number of hsh
in the river to the weirs, but to the
destructive character of the Anglo-Saxon
race, ‘''here were 1ormerly abowtl 20 |
weirs in the river, whereas now there |
were only five. He thought that the de- |
pletion of the river’s supply of fish was
due to the floating logs, which destroyed ,
the spawn aud feeding grounds and the |
increased mynber of  fishermen. He
thought the”T'ourist Association were
acting ‘wrongly, as interrerence with the |
Indians’ weirs would cause’ ' ill-feeling,
and the Indians would retaliate by for-
bidding whites to enter the reserve,
which stretched along the miver for about
ten miles. ] &
of seining salmon in
caused a decrease of the
salmon in the river, }

. Bazett did not consider that the
weirs prevented the fish ‘from ascending
the river. He had been twelve years in
the district, and was not prepared to say
that there was any illegal fishing in the
river, 'T'he law should = prevent the
catching of small fish, and the netting
and seining in Cowichan must have had
an injurious effect upon the river.
Amateur fishermen had increased in
number which accounted for the number
of small fish killed. :

Indian Chief Lee'Hilton, of Cowichan,
said that the weirs had been used in the
river for many years. The weirs did not |
touch the bottom of the river, and there |
were always passages nelow{the wickets,
The weirs were not the cause of the
decrease in the number of fish in the.
river, which Tie ascribed to’ the-floating.
logs, which spoilt the spawning beds and
feeding grounds of the fish. ‘I’he Indians
depended upon the weirs for their food,
and it would be a serious thing for them
if the weirs were removed. He said
that fishermen from Victoria had partly
caused the depletion of the river by
catching quantities of small fish. He
also considered the seines and nets in
Cowichan bay injurious. :

- John Elliott, president of -the Indian
Fishermuen’s Union, said that the weirs
did no damage whatever, He had been
born in the district, and had been there,
off ‘and on, all his life, 'The weirs were
used to temporarily stop the fish and
enable the Indians to spear them, and
the weirs were kept open from 5 a. m.
on Saturdays until 6 p. m. on Sundays.
The Indians depended on -the rweirs for
their food. When his father came out
to the district there were 7,000 lndians,
while now there were only 700. There
were formerly many more weirs in the
river than at present. The Indians ‘be-
lieved there were as many trout in the
river as formerly. He considered that
the seining and netting in Cowichan
bay destdoyed nearly all the salmon,
and should be prohibited. The weirs did
not stop the trout ascending the river.
The floating logs: did great damage to
spawning grounds,

‘Walter Ford said he had - seen as
many .steelheads caught above as below
the weir, and did not believe the weirs
stopped the tront, which were as plenti-
ful as they were 18 'years ago. He
knew_parties last year to haye caught
50 or 60 pounds of trout in ‘Cowichan
lake in one evening. He considering the
present regulation keeping the weirs
open from Saturday to Sunday was
ample. If the Indians were deprived of
the weirs there would be ill-feeling.

) Price, who has resided near and
fished in the river for the last fifteen
years, said that the best trout fishing in
the river occurred above three weirs. He
considered that any trout up to three
pounds weight could easily pass through
or under the weirs, Thought the atten-
tion of the authorities should be called
to the taking of under-sized trout. He
did not know of any nets being used in
the river at present. i

W. C. Dunecan, J. P., said that he had
been a resident since '65, and did not
believe the weirs obstructed the river.
The trout got through the weirs. The
causes of the scarcity of fish were the
fact that the river had been straightened,
leaving no pools and feeding grounds, the
increase in the number of fishermen and |
the destruction of small fish, The:
weirs had been in use in the river for|
possibly 1,000 years. "The prohibition of |
netting in Cowichan bay would be in

Cowichan
number

bay
of

er,

Ashdown H., Green'wrote that in his !
apinion the weirs offiered little hindrance
to the passage of either salmon or trout.
Very few spring salmon 'were taken by |
means of the weirs, as the weirs were |
caly erccted at low water when occas- !
ional fish were running. Salmon did not |
like to pass a weir or a bridge, and peo- |
ple seeing them congregated below' be-
lieved the fish could not get through.
More salmon were, he believed, taken
with stationary gill ;nets in the back-
waters of the river than in the weirs. |
Tne principal legitimate use of the !
weirs was for taking dog salmon, which
ran in large quantities. The weirs cer-!
tainly did not prevent” the passage of
trout, but he was sorry to say . that of
late years the Indians had been in the |
habit of netting=beth-salmon .and trout |
below the weirs; using them as a stop
net. This wassone of the reagons/that
trout fishing in the Cowichan was a thing
of the past, --Other.reasons were the tak-
ing of under-sized trout and the logging'
operations on .the river destroying the
haunts of the trout. The Cowichan In-

¢ “"af.“_‘ - Doachers.

{-prove Jruineus;:

| day.

| Cowichan

He believed that the practices b

i petition had been forwarded him, signed

dians were genemu; vérj lawdoiding,
but like all people accustomed to killing
game orfish e:?ﬁmver they liked, they

also ‘wrote to the
yere not bharmful,

i i M. Dou
efféct %ﬂt"the’ “weirs

the weirs for two whole
week,” instead of removing only a few
sections. = The Cowichan wag: the only
river in the district in which weirs were
used; «Therevvas a lot of staking of
nets‘and dragging of neéts
by Indians at night
was harmful.

in the

Jn the tivers
ght, and ‘this practice
c This went on all the time,
He Dbelieved there were more ‘trout in
the river this year than there had.been
for fifteen years, ]

M. Botterill wrote that thirty-five
years ago the weirs were #cross’ the

river for salmon and had net interfered

with the trout. i
,J. A, Leakey wrote that netting in the
river ~as At. present ‘carried “on would

A Blts. = “khe - weirs did not do
as much damage a8 the nets,

Clermont. Livingston said he had been
ten years in the district and fishing was
good in 92
as they always had been,
not stop the trout, He approved of the!
Suggestion to prohibit net fishing in
Cowichan bay.
. B. M, Skinner, who has been 35 years
in the district, said that weirs had done
less damage than was generally sup-
posed. He complained of the illegal
practice of taking trout in the spawn-
ing beds by torchlight at night.

KEdward Barkley said he had been 16
years in the district, and was a fisher-
man_himself, and was well acquainted
with the Chemainus river and Bonsell's
creek. Fifteen or sixteen years ‘ago
fishing in these streams was as good
as anywhere in British Columbia. Prae-
tically there were no fish now. The
Chemainus river had, to his own knowl-
edge, been dynamited very frequently by
miners, and this practice continued to-
The 'Indians told. him that every
dark night they net the river, although
they know it is illegal. He had pro-
posed to the Chemainus Indians that the
river-should be .ivided into sections; and
in edch séction a'net of the proper mesh
should be allowed to catch salmon under
the charge of an Indian who would be
responsible that only three-quarters of
the water should be covered by the net,
under penalty of $50 fine. This sugges-
tion was approved by the Indians. The
Indians had not expressed
their willingness ‘to accept such an ar-
rangement,

Bill Quatetzela, Indian headman, said
that he did not know when the weirs
had first been put in. thel Cowichan, but
knew they.had been there for five or six
generations back.  Trout: could - easily
pass the weirs. There was a. striet law
among the Indians to take up the weirs
when they were not using them to catch
fish, The Indian boys had always taken
trout in the spawning beds of the ereek
from ‘Quamichan. - The trout did not go
back to the lake from there.  Some of
the Indians made money by fishing, but
the weirs were necessary to. them for
food supply. - The Indians were not = to
lame for the decrease in the fishing,
which had been caused by the ‘clearing
out of the river by the logging opera-
tions, and the use of nets in Cowichan

when the weirs were there, | d
Th weirs did |
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SEARCHED IN VAIN

BLAKELEY’S VOYAGE -

The Bdganﬂne Came Back to Port Last
Night ‘With Hard Luck Story
»v,,of Adventure.

Another bubble has burst. The golden
reams of scores of people in this city
have been shattered.

FOR THE TREASURE

ENDED FRUITLESSLY

Ic»nl‘.}msiam'n ahd éredulous faith in the

|
|

Of their experienge on the island, the
officers ‘of the expedition speak in mors
or less réserved térmg, ‘for the share-
holders ‘have yet to ‘be met and formal
eommupication .malle to them of the
fruitless - outcome of the long voyage.
‘The  ctew «are (not - 80 guarded; nor so
#eareful to hide their real sentiment. Dis-
gust at the outcome, and scorn for the

| promoters is manifested without quali-

fication. Most of them are willing to
give their leaders. credit for sincerity,

but their efforts: they 'classify as those ,

of fatuous men, who allowed their rea- |

son to-be superseded by their misguided

treasnre; stories, of many editions and
modifications, to” which this: country has
heen treated.

~ They are more enthusiastie over their
thip than her officers.
foul bottom, all claim that she was a

In epite of her |

staunch and capable eraft and weather- |
ed the terrific storms through which she |

was obliged to pass in capital shape.
While at the island a terrible blow came
up and the ship sustained numerous in-

| were cooly appropriated to the use of

juries by pounding on the beach, and !

only escaped destruction by Captain

-

The gold ship Hacke?,t's action in taking advantage !

nals, but which nevertheless kept direct- !

ly on her course toward the Singalese,
was a ‘dangerous companion to meet on
the high seas, and immediately she- be-
gan to hoist more sail. Fortunately the
Blakeley had by this time approached
sufficiently near to convince the other
crew that they were seeking nothing
more serious than information, and the
chronometer was satisfactorily adjusted,
after which the two craft parted- com-
pany. :

The island was reached on the 17th of
April. Many had pictured it as a merc
dot on the ocean, a sand hillock of a
few acres extent, barren of vegetation
or of any evidence of fertility. Instead,
they found a beautiful island sixteen
miles in circumference, clothed in, pro-

fuse tropical growth, with mountains,
s, and plentiful streams of water |
; rushing down its hillsides.

caves,
On the shore
the buildings erected by Gissler were
discovered, and notwithstanding the
threats of violence of that gentleman

the visitors,

. Work. immediately started in earnest
in a valley where were found the traces
of the labors of the British bluejackets

as.

R. M, Colvin said he had been 18 years |
in the district, and that the weirs were |
no detriment to the fishing, as they did |
not stop trout. He knew that some |
netting had been carried on in the !
Cowichan and Chemainus rivers. He did ;
xtl'Ot approve of Capt. Barkley's sugges- |
iom,

_W. R. Robertson, Indian agent for the |
district during 15 years, was also of |
opinion that the weirs do not materially [
interfere with the progress of any fish up |
the river. He thought there might bei
something in the argument that the dog‘
salmon being taken in the bay did not |
get up the river, and the trout conse-
quently did not go up to feed on their
spawn,
but had never seen it. He thought the
weirs would be done away with in a
few years, as only the old men kept
them up, and the young men would not
take the trouble to make them.

John Elliott, recalled, said that there
was only one bag net in the district, and |
that one was rotten. If the Indians |
were allowed to use a staked gill net
they would not require the weirs,

The members of the commission after-
wards examined some weir hurdles piled
up below the bridge at the Somenos
ranch. The weight of the largest hurdle
was 22 pounds; dimensions were 4 feet
9 inches by 7. feet 9 inches; the inter-
stices measured 2 inches to 2% inches by
10 inches.

The commission adjourned on Thurs-
day to Vietoria, and opened in the city
hall here at 3 o'clock yesterday after-
noon.

YESTERDAY'S PROCEEDINGS,

Among those who were present at the
sitting of the commission. yesterday af-
ternoon were Mayor Hayward, Mr.
Mann, Wm. Galbraith, fishery officer; J.
McKaye and Geo. Langley.

Mayor Hayward entered a protest
against the personnel of the commission
in respect of Messrs. Vowell and Sword.
He objectéd to Mr. Vowell being:on the
commission, because he knew that that
gentleman had very strong yiews on the
questign of the weirs, holding that. the
Indiafs had a right to use thém,' and
should not be interfered with. FHe ob-
Jected to Mr. Sword, because he was
fishery inspector for a district in which
the fishery regulations had not been car-
ried out, and the opinions of those two
gentlemen would be worthless unless the
object of the commission was to white-
wash the business. = Both Messrs.
Vowell and' Sword were prejudiced.

nator Templeman said that the
members of the commission had not an-
ticipated when +‘hey went up to Dun-
cans that the commissien would take
the form of a public inquiry. Hon. Mr.
Sifton’s idea had been that the commis-
sion should be just a private inguiry,
but at Duncans a crowd of Indians had
attended. He did not consider that the
personnel of the commission could make
any dxﬁergnce, as the commigsion had
been appointed simply to take evidence
for the minister. His idea was that the
commission should summarize the evi-
dence and possibly draw attention to
the salient features therein and forward
evidence and remarks to the minister.
he commission could not decide any-
thing, and Messrs, Vowell and Sword
were experienced m in the matters
under consideration. Everyone who de-
sired to give evidence could do so fully
and freely.

Mayor Hayward asked that a note
should be made of his objection. He
and Mr. Mann were present to represent
the Tourist Association and the general
interests of the sportsmen of the city.
The white residents of Duncans were,
he said, afraid to give evidence against
the Indians, for fear that the latter
would retaliate in some way, but %a

|

by nearly all the white residents of
Duncans, protesting against the illegal
destruction of fish. The Tourist Asso-
ciation charged the Indians with keep-
ing up weirs on the river which pre-

He had heard of illegal fishing; 1

THE BLAKELEY, WHICH RETURNED LAST EVENING.

Blakeley, which was fondly expected
to bring treasure beyond the dream of
avarice, is back again in port freighted
only with disappointed men, with musty
bread, with salt pork, and—disgust.
Seven weary months of toil and danger
have been sacrificed to an effort to dis-
cover and to secure the gold coin, the
precious plate, the silver and gold orna-
ments and all the other wealth which
history, tradition ,or credulity have at-
tributed to"the island of Cocos.

The treasure may be there. He would
be a bold man who would declare abso-
lutely that-#wealth in coin, or in other
forms was.-neyer. deposited, there. But
this is mot the first expedition to the
treasure island, and others may have
been more successful. Kven if they
were not, an island sixteen miles in cir-
cumference, and covered with the rank
growth which the humid climate of the
tropics stimulates, is not the easiest
place in the world to locate a few boxes
of buried material, even with charts, or
so-called divining rods. For a month the
crew of the Blakeley, assisted by the
officers of the expedition, labored assidu-
ously and persistently at their task with-
out. the slightest success. The divining
rod was rich in producing ‘“‘attractions”
—but said attractions petered out after
twenty or thirty feet had been dug.
Finally, after drills and shovels had been
worked for twenty-eight days, anchors
were weighed, sails were hoisted, and
the Blakeley started on the return voy-
age to port.

of a turn of the wind and running her
to a more sheltered portion of the beach.

The supplies, which had been estim-
ated for nine months,  certainly lasted
until their return, but they were in bad
condition, and the bread which thé crew
have been eating for weeks past is so
sour as to give even a land-lubber some
idea of the hardships they have under-

of January.
fierce gale which sprang up a day or two
later, and had a narrow call off San
Juan at the entrande to ‘the Straits.
Thence down to a péint off the Califor-
nia coast she made good time, but from
tnis time ' forward until she reacued
Cocos island in April her progress was
villainously slow. '“Capricious squalls
and calms made navigation very vexa-
tious, and the spreading of much can-
vas hazardous. When the latitudes of
the island were neared the chronometer
went wrong, and the bearings could not
be determined. In this plight the Dan-
ish sailing ship Singalese was sighted
and the Blakeley bore down upon her.
As the Blakeley approached the Singa-
lese asked: ‘““Where are your signals?’
Curiously enough, the signal flags had
been left at home, .and the Blakeley
could not reply, but continued to bear
down on the Scandinavian craft. The
latter evidently thought that a ship with
fourteen ‘or fifteen men lining her rail
and which refused to answer her sig-

and others who had-delved for the trea-
sure. Kor twenty-eight days the search
continued, the divining, rod evidently
finding attraction in those minerals in
the soil, but their labors diselosing no
coin, or jewels.

The dense undergrowth of the island
was a drawback fo exploration. So
great was the growth that trails hacked

gone. i out by hunters would be ovei s rown in
The Blakeley left -Victoria on the 6th |

She svas caught in the | /s
! and helped to vary the diet of the com-

a few days. Bananas, cocoaruts and
other fruits were found in aiundance

pany.

Several members of the party were
quite” ill, and one in particular” was so
seriously indisposed as to cause appre-
berision regarding him. The ecaptain’s
ample supply of Rochelle salts, and his
boxes of liver pills proved ineffectnal for
all complaints, but they were obliged to
do service in the absence of a medical
man.

The almost incessant rain also had a '

dampening effect not only on the bodies
but on the spirits of the company. This
heavy downpour of rain, however, was
experienced on the down trip, when the
water tanks became empty and the rain-
fall was required to refill them.

On the return journey severe storms
were again encountered, and outridden,
the Blakeley making the entrance to the
Straits on Wednesday evening, and be-
ing picked up by the Magic yesterday

morning, which towed her to Spratt’s |

wharf.

weirg were seriously obstructing |
fish I should be one of the first to object
to their use. I am in charge of the
Indians, but ‘would not qympathxze with
any wrong-doing on their part. :

The Mayor-\%lhat 1 complain of is

beforehand, When I mentioned th
matter on one occasion to him, he replie
somewhat brusquely that
were in the country before I-was.
-Mr. Vowell—Well, 1 say that I have
not made up my mind.
Senator Templeman—Possibly
were sitting as a court with power to
make a decision there would be more
point in Mr. Mayor’s objections. But
that is not the case. 3 :
Mr. Mann said that the Indians did
not fish for themselves, but for the mar-
kat. There were people in the city who
bought fish from the Indians, and have
done so for some time, but owing to the
fact that the commission was informal
witnesses could not be calied and cross-
examined, and would not come of their

immume for past offerces.

sociation was anxious to make the city
attractive to visitors, and the fishing
was an important feature. The Cow-
ichan was the best fishing river within
reach, and.it was in danger of being de-
pleted of fish, as in the case of the
Chemainus river, He had recently
made a trip to the Cowichan and had
taken a photograph of the weir, a copy
of which he put in. At the same time
he had learned that all kinds of illegal
fishing were going on in the river. On
his return he sent up Detective Palmer,
who had made a long report on the mat-
ter, which showed that the department
of marine and fisheries were doing prac-
tically nothing teo enforce the fishing
laws. One man was employed at $15 a
month, and he could not afford to spend
much time on/the river, and the Indians
could do as they pleased. He could not
get Mr. Sword to do anything in- the
matter. He had telegraphed to the
minister, who sen{ word to Mr. Sword,
but- the latter had not made a move.
Then he wired again tp the minister,
who sent a peremptory message to the
inspector. He believed that the __ofiicer
now received higher pay than $15, but
he did not seem to do more work for it.
Admiral Rose and Sir Richard Mus-

vented the free passage of the figh, and
there was an act of parliament which !
prohibited that and certain otheri
methods of taking fish. The associa- |
tion wished that act to be enforced, and !
suggested that a portion of the river
might be reserved for the- Indians; |

Mr. Vowell—The Mayor seems to in-!
sinuate that I am wedded to this weir
business. But if I believed that the"

grave, who had come out here to fish,
were very indignant at the condition of
the river, and had told him they would
wire home to their friends not to come
out. He was sorry those two gentlemen
could not be present to give evidence,
but they had gone up north on a fish-
ing expedition. In the eastern prov-
inces the government had x’emoved'all
weirs, but he believed that the officials

.

the |

the  weirs

that Mr. Vowell's mind was made up !’

here had been directed not to remove
the weirs, and to see that the law in
that respect was deliberately broken, He
put. in Detective Palmer's report, and
the petition signed by the residents of
Duncans.

Senator Templeman said that many of
those who had signed the petition had
given evidence to the commission to the

effect ' that the weirs: did not. do any |

damage ‘to the fishing in the river. . He
read ‘a.portion ‘of Mr. Palmer's report

|-dealing with a dam across‘the stream at

if we'

i

own accord because they would not be‘

The Mayor said that the Tourist As-

Quamichan, and remarked that he be-
lieved the fish could not get up the falls
even if they passed the dam,

Mr. Sword remarked that the
should not be closed in as it was.

Mr, Mann believed that the trout had
always run up the rapids above the
dam. He also declared that the evi-
dence taken at Duncans had been clear-
ly colored by fear of the Indians.

Senator Templeman did not believe that.
The evidence was perfectly good in his
opinion.

Geo. Langley said that he had never
found the weirs any detriment to fisher-
men. He had seen fish weighing from
14 to 2 pounds pass through the weirs.
He had sometimes found the weirs

dam

closed on Saturday and Sundays, when
Sometimes |

they should have been open.
also the weirs became blocked  with
sticks and rubbish, and the Indians
ought to keep them clean.
July of last year he had made several
trips along the river, and had seen nine
weirs. Any fish larger than 3 or
pounds would be stopped by the weirs.
The weirs might delay the fish, and so
enable the Indians te spear them. He
had always taken plenty of fish in the
Cowichan up to the last two or three
years. There were many more figsher-
men now, and the floating logs, caused
by lumbering operations on the river,
had spoilt the haunts of the trout. He
did not see why the residents. of Dun-
cans should be scared of the lndians.
He believed the weirs were more -num-
erous now than they used to be. He
had not seen any traps attached to the
weirs. He had seen Indian boys catch-
ing trout with salmon roe.

Mr, Mann said that he had fished a
great .deal in the river two years ago.
This year the fishing had been very
poor, and last year it was indifferent.
Two years ago the fishing was good.
He had seen Indians fishing with dip
nets. Dip nets and spearing were illegal
when ‘the fish were first stopped by a
weir. - He complained. that thé Indians
chose the laziest and easiest way to
catch fish. It was right that the gov-
ernment should see -that the Indians
got all the fish they wanted for food,
but it was not wise to encourage lazi-

In June and !
tary right to the weirs.

ness. He had no doubt that the weirs
prevented the passage of the fish, both
up and down the river. He bad seen

salmon/and seu trout poking their noses’

along the weims. He believed the spawn-
ing beds of the trout were neg in the
main river, but in the tributary streams.
Mr, Langley said that the big run of
fish started- at theé -end of Auguss, or-in
September, and 'the fish Wwent up the
river to spawn, and the logs came down
and broke up the spawning beds. The
weirs were up in ligh water in May,
Mr. McKaye considered that the
weirs were all right as conducted now.
The weirs did not stretch right across
the river. He had fished in ‘the Cow-
ichan since '83, and .in some years he
had been more successful than ih others.
1If a man did not happen to catch as
many fish as he expected, he was apt
to believe the fish were not there. The
removal of the weirs would have a bad
effecs upon the Indians. He had not
seen salmon sold by Indians at Duncans,
or sent down to Victoria for sdle. He
had seen Indians some years ago take
fish with a drift net. The weirs were
intended to temporarily stop any salmon
ascending the river. Ten years ago he
had seen a trap attached to a weir. He
did not think that the traps stopped the
trout. The weirs did not reach the bot-
tom of the river. Only very old Indians

i fished at the weirs, and he understood

that some families had a sort of heridi-
1t would be a
pity to shut out the lower part of the
river (belonging to the Indians) to Viec-
torians in order to remove the weirs. The
largest runs of salmon took place in the
spring and” winter, when the weirs were
not in the river. The logs weould cer-
tainly have an injmious effect on the
spawning beds.

‘Wm. Galbraith believed that the weirs
obstructed' the salmon ascending the
river and also those descending after
spawning. From the middle of April to
the middle of June there were a large
number of steel heads, spent fish, on
eithger sidé of the weirs. He believed
that the weirs did more harm by ob-
structing the fish descending t}}e JTiver
than those ascending. The weirs gave
a bad impression to yisitors, which
meant loss of money to the province.
The weirs did delay the ascending trout,
and those of the size of one pound could
not get through some of the weirs. He
had frequently cut nets out of the back-
waters, and had found some in March
of this year. Barly in March, when the
river was high, fast and dirty, the back-
waters were formed, and_ fatigued fish
went into them to rest. In his: dpimion
the snpply of fish in the river ‘was re-
duced by about one-half each year. This

was not-only caused by the weirs, but by
the excessive net fishing in Cowichan
bay. Thousands of immature fish were
caught in that way and left to die on the
shore. He did not know of fish caught
in the weirs for commercial purposes.
He was not allowed expenses and so
ouly had one day a week an the river,

and there was no illegal fishing when he |

was there. He knew that the river was
netted at night. Several residcnts or
I).unctms had complained about the In-
dians netting at night, but they would
not prosecute, saying it was not their
business. - The residents were probably
afraid of the Indians. He thought it
would be a mistake to stop the weirs
altogether, but would suggest that a
space of 30 feet in the middle of the
stream should be left open from 6 o’clock
on

down the river and other fish to ascend.
The salmon ran chiefly at night. He be-

lieved such an arrangement would sat- |

is_fy all reasonable people and would
{ give the Indians four clear nights.

not agree with Messrs. Langley and Mec-
Kaye.

would deter them. If the Cowichan was

not nursed there would soon be no fish. !
He had fished in the river for years, and |

had been studying fish for forty years.

| He would also suggest that the regula-

j tion against the taking of miniature fish
should be enforced.

'W. Bickford, representing two sporting

i clubs, hoped the commission wouiu re-

: commend that the open season for trout

fishing should be put two weeks later !
The fishery commis- |

than at present.
i sioner had approved the proposal.
The commission adjourned until Mon-
day.

{ANNUAL FLOWER SHOW
TAKING PLACE TO-DAY

| First-Class Floral Exhibition at Donglas
Summer Gardens—A Large
Numbe: of Eatries.

|
|
|
|
| The Douglas summer gardens present a
. very animated scene to-day. The occasion
i is the first annual flower shew of the Vie-
{ toria Horticultural Assoc n. and the
; large nuimber of visitors saw a large dis-
play of tastefully arranged flowers.

The officers of the association, to whom
congratulations are in order for
cess of the exhibition, were in the grounds

| early this morning and were kept hard at |

work tinishing the details of toe
as to Le prepared for the opening
oclock.

At fist it was thought that three moder-
ately large marquees would accommoaodate
all the exhibits, but so many catries were
brought in this miorning that it was found
pecessary to erect another. One tent coa-
taing the exhibits in “C” class and au-
otuer Tnose ¢f “B,”” while the others are
uvsed for the extras.

Class *“A” has been dropped, as the pro-
fessional fiorists expressed a desire not to
compete. They have, however, added to
the effect of the show by sending along
special exhibits.

A feature of the affalr is the dinner table
| decoraticns. , Competition in this direction
is very keen among the ladies. Tables 5
feet by 4 feet were provided, and the ef-
fect produced Ly some of these deco
is beautiful anc
Mrs. Frank 1
noticeable. T

show so
at 2

completed. but th vork prom’sed to be very !
Mrs. Prior is offering a handsome |

pretty.
silver photo frame for the winner in this
competition.

The Fifth Regiment band will enliven the |

afternoon first
music. The shew will ¢
evening until 1¢ o’clock, another concert be-
ing given by the same banil.

The number of entries in each ciass fol-

lows:
Class B.

’lants in flower, 3 entries; sweet peas,
16; hardy roses, 4; tea roses, 2Z; stocks, 8;
dahlias (variety), 6; dahlias (six varieties),
7: carnations, 2; phlox drummondii, 1; nas-
turtinms, 9; annuals, 6: asters, 2: pansies,
5; hand bouguets, 9; basket of cut flowers,
9. Extra—Floral design, perennial phlox,
snapdragons in pots, marguerites, collection
of cactus border dahlias, gladioli, leopard
plants, sunflowers, galpiglossis,
plants.

by a programme of

Class C.

Gladiolf, 1; fuchsias, 1; double petunias,
1; tuberous begonias (singie), 1; tuberous
begonias (double), 1; begonias rex, 1; foli-
age plants, 2; coleus, 2; specimen plant, or-
1 namental, 1; collection of plants in flower,
| 1; perennial phlox, 1; salpiglossis, 2; pan-
sies, 1; carnations, 1; stocks, 4; phlox
drummondii, 1; dahlias, cactus, 6; dahlias,
show, 5; sweet peas, 5; hand bouquets, 1;
gent's buttonhole, 4; basket of cut flowers
1; hardy perennial, 1. Extra—Gladiold.

NEW RAILWAY LINE.

Road to Connect Valdez and Eagle—
Construction Work Soon
Regins,

F. C. Helm, of the Valdez Copper
River & Yukon Company, announces
that thirty-five miles of the Valdez-Eagle
railway will be built this year, and that
the entire 400 imiles will be completed
within two and one-half years. The con-
tract for the building of the road has
been let to J. P. McDonald, of New
York, for completion in that time. Rails
for the tracks aré cn the water b>tween
Seattle and Valdez, and will be distrib-
uted by September 10th,

Mr. Helm in an interview in Seattle
said surveyors have been ia the Copper
River valley for two years.

“Before the winter is over,” he said,
“we expect to have the rails ready for
use across the mountains for a distance
; of at least thirty-five miles. From Val-
dez the course of the road will fellow
the Lowe river and the government trail
for a distance of 100 miles. Here the
tracks will approach Copper River. Val-
dez is a considerable distance from the
mouth of ;he Copper river, and the lower
part of the valley offers no inducements
to railway building.

“In determining upon the huilding of
the railway the fact that the Copper
River valley is composed largely of geoad
agricultural land has been almost as
much of a consideration as the mining
prospects. The soil of the valley.is re-
markably productive, and the seasons
are of such duration that many products
may be .grown. In the next few years
I expect to see thousands of people set-
tle aloug the line of the railway.

“The great mineral wealth of the Cop-
per River valley, consisting both of cop-
per andsgold, is almost valueless with-
out transportation facilities. These we
propose to supply. Our company has se-
cured promising properties along the
river and we irtend to develop these
along with the railroad enterprise. 1t is
said by experts that it is doubtful if
any other place in the world contains
deposits of copp:r of equal size with
those known to exist on the interior
from Valdez. We believe that the ven-
ture will prove eminently satisfactory
from a financial peint of view.”

THE PASTOR'S I'I''Y.—A prominent
pastor of a Durham. Ont., church, writes:
“I suffered intensely from Inflammatory
Rbanmatigm. Just one bottle of South
American Rheumatic Cure healed me, |
pity those who suffer so much and do not
I'now how near they aye to a cure. I leel
like proclaiming it from the house-tops.”
. Sold by Jackson & Co. and Hall & Co.—138.

»
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Friday evenings until 6 a.m. on Mon- |
days, thus enabling spent fish to drop |

. : The |
weirs did obstruct the fish, and he could !

Trout were very nervous and |
| even a rope stretched across the water |

the suc- |

inne open in the |

foliage !
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i THE WEEKLY BUDGET

OF OFFICIAL NEWS

| Proclamation of To Morrow as a Public

Holiday— Comparies lucorporated
and Other Notices.

Yesterdays Gazette contains the proc-
lamation declaring to-morrow to be a
_ public holiday. The official organ also
publishes the following pursuant to sec-
tion 3 of the Sheriffs’ Act:

The County of Victoria—Sheriff, Fran-
cis Gilbare Richards; post office address,
Victoria. Limits of County—As defined
by the “Counties Definition Act.”

The County of Nanaimo—Sheriff,
Samuel Drake; post office address, Na-
naimo. Limits of County—As defined
oy the “Counties Definition Act Amend-
ment Act, 1899.”

The County of Vancouver—Sheriff,
James Deacon Hall; post office address,
Vancouver. Limits of County—As de-
Sned by the “Counties Definition Act
Amendment Aect, 1899.”

The County of Westminster—Sheriff,
{ Thomas Joseph Armstrong; post office
address, New Westminster. Limits of
County—As defined by the “Counties

Definition Act.”

The County of Yale—Sheriff, Oliver
Johnson Vail; post oftice address, Ver-
non. Limits of County—As defined by
the “Counties Definition Act.”

The County of Cariboo—Sheriff, John
| Stevenson; post office address, Barker-
{ ville. Limits of County—As defined by

the “Counties Definition Act.’
i ~'The County of Kootenay—Sheriff,
| Stephen Redgrave; post office address,
i Golden. Limits of County—As defined
by the “Countiss Definition Act,” ex-
cepting that portion of the county within
the jurisdiction of the sheriff of South
| ootenay.

The County of Kootenay—Sheriff of
South Kootenay, Samuel Parker Tuck;
post office address, Nelson. Limits of
Jurisdiction—The Slocan and Nelson
ridings of West IKootenay electoral dis-
trict, that portion of the Rossiand rid-
i ing of West Xootenay electoral district
{ within the county of Kootenay, and the
south riding of Hast Kootenay eleetoral
district, as defined by the “Redistribu-
tion Aect, 1898.”

The appointment of F. G. Richards
as sheriff is also gazetted.

The Victoria school board has been in-
corporated by letters patent as ““The
| Board of Governors of King's College,
Victoria.”

The following companies have been in-
corporated: Byers, = @ilgerich, Green
i.Company, Ltd., capital $100,000; ohject,
to conduct mercantile business at Kaslo;
Iowa Lillooet Gold Mining Co., Ltd.,
capital $300,000, to conduct general min-
ing: Laurie Lumber Co., Ltd., capital
$10,000, to carry on milling and Iumber-
ing business: Shuswap Shingle and Lum-
ber Co., Ltd., capital $25,000, to take
| over lumbering concern of J. S. C.
Shields; Willow River Mining Co., Ltd.,
capital $50,000; object, to conduct gen-
eral mining business.

The Canadian King Consolidated Gold
Mining Co., of Cheyenne, Wpyo., has
been registered an extra-provincial com-
pany; capital, $150,000. Provincial head
office at Erie; W. L. Boyd attorney.

The following extra-provincial com-
panies have been licensed: Canadian
Ore Concentration, Ltd., of England,
capital £150,000; British Columbia office
at Vancouver, L. G. McPhillips, X.C.,
attorney; Rossland-Kootenay Mining
{ Co., Ltd., of England, capital £150,000.
{ The British Columbia office is at Ross-
| land, "and Bernard Macdonald attorney.
All" South African volunteers entitled
to avail themselves of the privileges of
the Canadian Contingent Exemption Act,
1902, are requested to communicate with
the Minister of Mines without delay, as
also the next of kin of those deceased,
or of those who have not yet returned
to British Columbia, or any other per-
sons interested in mining properties held
by such volunteers. The latest date for
receiving applications for exemption un-
der the above act is the 21st day of
September, 1902. A supplementary list
of those entitled to privileges under the
act is published.

The Gazette contains a favorable re-
port by Inspector Gibbons of the dairies
;)n the Lower Mainland inspected by
iy

James McNeil, hotel keeper of Kimber-
ley, and Zan War & Co., generat mer-
chants, of Quesnelle, have assigned.
The sitting of a court of assize, which
was to be held at Atlin on August 12th,
has been cancelled.

The department of lands and works
is calling for tenders for the construction
of the Carpenter creek bridge at New
Denver. Tenders will be received up to
September 6th.

ROSSLAND.

J. 8, Stcvens,  the new general man-
ager and chief engineer of the Great
Northern = railway, accompanied J. J.
Hill on his visit here. As chief engineer,
Mr. Stevens was interested in the pro-
posal to improve the ccempany’s depot
facilities here and the yard arrange-
ments. After referring to the fact that
dullness throughout the country had act-
ed somewhat as a wet blanket to the
company’s plans for extending a consid-
erable appropriation at Rossland, Mr.
Stevens said, “There is no doubt it is
time 'we were doing something here, and
we will have to get at it soon.” He
was not in a position to go into details
as to the date of commencing work upon
the new depot building and yards, but
left the impression that the construc-
tion would be commenced at a compara-
tively early date. He went g‘arefu‘lly
over the ground about the station with
the plans for the suggested improve-
ments, and expressed his approval of the
suggestions contained therein.

It is officially announced that King Ed-
ward has approved the appointments of
the Earl of Dudley as lord lieutenant of
Ireland; Charles Thomson Ritchie, as
chancellor of the exchequer; Aretas
Akerson Douglas, as home secretary;
Austin Chamberlain, as postmaster-
general; Sir William Hood Walrond, to
be chincellor of the dnchy of Lancaster,
and the Marquis of Londonderry, presi-
dent of the board eof education.

Joseph Martin, M. P. P., 1s at the Ver-
non hotel.

20 Years of
Vile Gatarrh

WONDERFUL TESTIMONY TO ‘HEB
CURATIVE POWERS OF DR. AG-
NEW'S CATARRHAL POWDIER.

Chas. O. Brown, journalist, of Duluth,
Minn., writcs: “I have been a sufferer from
Throat and Nasal Catarrh for over 20 years,
during which time my head has been stop-
ped up and my condition truly miserable.
Witkin 15 minutes after using Dr. Agnew’s
Catarrhal Powder I obtained relief. Three
bottles have almost, if not entirely, cured
me.”

Dr. Agnew's Olntment relieves piles in-

stantly.

Scld by Jackson & Co. and Hsll & Co.—2.
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