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CHAPTER IX (Continued).

“Yes, yes, for luck,” answered Jeeki
as he opened the medicine chest and
found the quinine, at the same time
glanclr"ng anxiously out of the corner of
his eye at his master’s face, for he
‘knew that the spot where they had
slept was deadly to white men at this
season of the year. “You not catch
fever Little Bonsa,” here he dropped
his voice and looked at a box which
~ad served Alan for a pillow, “see to
%at. But quinine give you appetite for

weakfast. Very good chop this morn-
»ag. Which you like best? Cold buck,
or fish; .or one of them ducks you shoot
yesterday?” -

“Oh! some of the cold meat, I think.
Give. the ducks to the boatmen, I don’t
faricy them in this hot place. By tac
way, Jeeki, we leave the Qua River
here, don’t we?”

““Yes, yes, Major, just here. I ’mem-
ber spot well, for your uncle he prav
on it one whole hour; I pretend pray
too, but ifi heart give thanks to Littie
Bonsa, for I heathen in those days,
quite different now. This morning we
begin walk through forest where it
rather dark and cool and comfortabls,
that is if we no meet dwarf people
from whom good Lord deliver us,” ani
he bowed towards the box containing
Little Bonsa!

“Will those four perters come with
us through the forest, Jeeki, as they
promiged?”’

“Yes, yes, they come. Last
they say they not come, too much
afraid of dwarf. But I settle their
hash. I tell them I save up bits of their
bair and toe nails when they no think-
iug, and I mix it with medicine, and
if they not come, they die every one
before they get home. They think me
great doctor and they believe. P'r'aps
they die if they go on. If s0, I tkll them
that because they want show white
feather, and they think me greater
doctor still. Oh! they come, they
come, no fear, or else Jeeki know
reason why. '‘Now here coffee, Major.
Drink him hot before you take tub,
but keep in shallow water,. because
crocodile,. he very early riser.”

Alan laughed, and departed to “take
tub.” . Notwithstanding the mosquitoes
that buzzed round. him in clouds, the
water. was ‘cool and pleasant by com-
parison with the hot, sticky air, and
the feeling of it seemed to rid him of
the languor resulting from his dis-
turbed night. £
- A month had passed since he had left
0ld Calabar;, and owing to the inces-
sant rains .the journeying had been
Lard..,Indeed .the..white, men . .there!
thought that he was mad to attempz
t0 go up the river at this season. Of
ccurse he had said nothing to them of
the objects of his expedition, hinting
only that he wished to explore. and
shoot, and perhaps prospect for mines.
But knowing as they did, that he was
an engineer officer with a good record
and ‘much. African experience, they
soon made up their minds that he had
Leen sent by government upon some se-
cret mission that for reasons of his
own he preferred to keep to himself.
This conclusion, which Jeeki zealously
{ostered behind his back, in fact did
Alan a good turn, since owing to it he
obtained boatmen and /servants at a
geason when, had he been supposed tc
Ye but a private person, these would
scarcely have been forthcoming. at any
price. Hitherto his journey had been
one long record of mud, mosquitoes and
misery, but otherwise devoid of inci-
dent, except the eating of one of his
boatmen by a crocodile which was a
“articularly ‘“early riser,” for it had
pulled the poor fellow out of the canoe

n which he lay asleep at night. Now,
owever, the real dangers were about
to beégin, since at this spot he left the
great river ' and started forward
through the forest on foot with Jeeki,
and the four bearers whom he had paid
highly to actompany him.

He could net conceal from himself
that ‘the enterprise seemed somewhat
desperate. But of this he said no-
thing in the long lettér he had written
to Barbara on the previous night, sigh-
ing as he sealed it, at the thought that
it might well be the last which would
ever reach her from him, even if the
boatinen got’ safely back to Calabar
and. remembered to put it in the post.
The enterprise had been begun and
must be carried through, until it end-
ed in success—or death.

An hour later they started. First
walked Alan as leader of the expedi-
tion, carrying a double-barrelled gun
that couldbe used either for ball or
shot, about fifty cartridges with brass
cases to protect them from the damp,
a revolver, a hunting-Kknife, a clotn
mackintesh, and lastly, strapped upon
his back like a knapsack, a tin box con-
taining the fetish, Little Bonsa, which
was too precious to be trusted to any-
cne else.. It was quite a sufficient load
for any white man in that climate, but
being very wiry, Alan did not feel its
weight, at any rate at first.

After him in single file came the four
rorters, laden with a small tent, som=
tinned provisions and brandy, ammu-
nition, a bex containing beads, watches
etc., for . presents, blankets, spare
clothing, and so forth. These were stal-
wart . fellows - enough, who knew tha
forest, but their dejected air showed
that now they had come face to face
With its dangers, they heartily wished
themselves anywhere else. Indeed,
notwithstanding their terror of Jeeki's

ledicine, .at the last moment they
threw down their loads intending to
make a wild rush for the departing
boat, only to be met by Jeeki himself
who, anticipating some such move, was

night

waiting for them on the bank with a |

shot-gun, where he remained until the
canoe was too far out in the stream
f*r them to reach it| by swimming.

5t and starve there with the devils he
would leave them for| company, or if
hey would carry out their bargain like
honest men? |

The end of it was tHey took up their
locads again and marched, while behind
them walked the terrible and gigantic

4

Jeeki, the barrels of  the shot-gun
which he carried at full cock and oc-
casionally used to prod them, pointing
directly at their backs. A strange ob-
Ject he looked truly, for in addition to
the weapons with which he bristled,
ise.veral cooking pots were slung about
'hlm, to say nothing of a cork mattress
!end a mackintosh sheet tied to his
ishoulders beneath his robe, a box con-
| taining medicines and food, which he
fcarried on his ‘head, and fastened to
'the top of it, with string like a hel-
{ met on a coffin, an enormous solar-tope
‘istufred full of . mosquito netting, of
which the ends fell about him like a
green veil. When Alan remonstrated
with him as to the cork mattress, sug-
gesting that"it should be thrown away
as too hot to wear, Jeeki replied that
he had been cold for thirfy years, and
wished to get warm again. Guessing
that his real reason was that his mas-
| ter ghould have something to lie on,
other’ than the damp ground, Alan
said no more at the time; which, as
Wwill be seen, was fortuhate for Jeeki.

For a mile of more their road ran
through fantastic-looking mangrove
trees, rooted in the mud, that in the
mist. resembled, Alan thought, many-
legged arboreal octopi feeling for their
food, and tall reeds on the top of
which sat crowds of chattering finches.
Then just as the sun broke out strong-
ly. cheering them with its warmth and
sucking up the vapors, they entered
sparse bush with palms and great cot-
ton trees growing here and there, and
so at length came to the borders of
the mighty forest.

Oh! dark, dark was, that forest; he
who entered it from the cheerful sun-
shine felt as though suddenly and
without preparation he had wandered
out of the light we know into some
dim Hades such as the old Greek faucy
painted, where strengthless ghosts fiit
aimlessly, mourning the lost ‘ight.
Everywhere the giant boles of treas
shooting the height of a church tcwer
Inte the air without a branch: great
rib rooted trees, and beneath them a
fierce and hungry growth of creepers,
Where a tree had fallen within the
the last century or so, these creepers
ramped upwards in luxuriande, their
stems thick as the body of a man
drinking the shafts of light that pierc-
ed downwards, drinking it with eager-
ness ere the boughs above met again
and starved them. Where no tree had
fallen the creepers were thin and weak;
from year to year they lived on feebly,
biding their time, but stil} they lived,
: knowing that some day it would come.
And always it was coming to:those ex-
pectant parasites, since:from minute to.
miinute, somewhere in the vast depths,
miles and miles away perhaps, a great
cragh echoed in the stillness, the crash
of a tree that, sown when the Saxon
ruled England, or perhaps before Cleo-
patra bewitched Antony, came to its
end at last.

On the second day of their march in
the forest Alan chanced to see such a
tree fall, and the sight was one that he
never could forget. Ag it happened,
owing to the vast spread of its branches
which had killed out all rivals beneath,
for in its day it had been a very suc-
cessful tree endued with an excellent
constitution by its parent, it stood
somewhat alone. so that from several
hundred yards away as these six hu-
man beingsscrept towards it like ants
towards a saplin in a cornfield. its
mighty girth and bulk set upon a little
mound of the luxuriant greenness of
its far-reaching boughs made a kind of
landmark. Then in the hot noon, when
no breath stirred, suddenly came the
end. Suddenly that mighty bole seem-
ed to erumble, suddenly so far-reaching
arms were thrown together as their
support vanished, gripping at each oth-
er like living things, flogging the air,
sereaming in their last agony, and then.
with an awful, wailing groan sinking,
a tumbled ruin, to the earth.

Silence again, and in the midst of
the silence Jeeki’s cheerful voice.

“0ld tree go flop. Glad he no flop on
us, thanks be to Little Bonsa. Get on,
you lazy nigger dog. Who pay you
stand there and snivel? Get on, or I
blow out your stupid skull,”. and he
brought the muzzle of the full cocked,
double-barrelled gun into sharp con-
tact with that part of a terrified port-
er’'s anatomy.

Such was the forest. Of their march
through it for the first four days, there
is nothing to tell. Its depth seemed to
be devoid of life,( although occasional-
ly they heard the screaming of parrots
in the tree-tops a couple of hundred
feet above, or caught sight of the dim
shapes of monkeys swinging them-
selves from bough to bough. That was
in the daytime, when, although they
could not see it, they knew that the
sun ‘Wwas shining somewhere. But at
night they heard nothing, since beasts
of prey do not come where there is no
food. What puzzled Alan was that all
through these Iimpenetrable Trecesses
there ran a distinct road. which they
followed. To the right and left rose
a wall of creepers, but between them
ran this road; an ancient road, for no-
thing grew on it, and it only turned
aside to avoid the biggest of the trees,
which-must have stood there from time
immemorable, such a tree as-that' which
ke had seen fall; indeed it was one of
these round which the road ran.

He asked Jeeki who made the road.

i answered Jeeki.
sent them two elephants ahead to make

those
sacrifice

it. Or perhaps
Asiki-land to do
Jaws."”
“You
Alan.
“No,

like old

mean you don't know,” said

of course don’t know.

You ask question,
lively answer

beginning of world?
| Major, I answer. More
than to shake head and roll eyes like
them silly fool porters.”

trouble began. As usual they had lit
a huge fire. made of the fallen boughns
and rot:ing tree trunks that lay about

“People who come out Noah's Ark,” |
“I think they run up |
here to get out of way of water, and |

path. Or perhaps dwarf people make;
who go up to

Who |
| know about forest roads made before |
Then he asked them if thex wished w0 |

i
|
l It was on the fourth night that the |

|

'in. plenty. There was no reason why
the fire should be so large, since they
had little to cook and the air was hot,
but they made it so for the same reason
that Jeeki answered questions, for the
sake of cheerfulness. At least it gave
| light in the darkness, leaping up In
| red tongues of flame twenty or thirty
feet high, and its roar and crackle were
welcome in the primeva] siience.

Alan lay upon the cork mattress in
[ the open, for here there was no need to
{ pitch the tent; if any rain fell above,
the canopy of leaves absorbed it. He
was amusing himself while he smoked
his pipe with watching the reflection of
| the fire-light against a patch of dark-
ness caused probably by some bush
about twenty yards away, and by pic-
turing in his own mind the face of
Barbara—that strong, pleasant Eng-
iish face—as it might appear on such
a background. Suddenly there, on the
identical spot, he did see a face, though
one of very different character. It was
round and small and hideous, resemb-
ling in its general outline that of a
bloated child. At this_distance he could
not distinguish the features, except the
lips, which were large and pendulous,
and between them the flash of -white
teeth.

“Look there,” he whispered to Jeeki
in English; and Jeeki looked, then
without saying a word lifted ths shot
gun that lay at his side and fired
straight into the bush. Instantly there
rose a squeaking noise, such ag might
be made by a wounded animal, and the
four porters sprang up in alarm.

“8it down,” said Jeeki to them in
their own tongue, “a leopard was stalk-
ing us and I fired to frighten it away.
Don’t go near the place as it may be
wounded and angry, but drag up some
boughs and make a fence rouni ‘he
fire, for fear of others.”

The mén. who dread leopards, looking
on these animals, indeed, witih super-
stitious reverence, obeyed readily
enough, and as there was plenty of
wood lying within a few yards, soon
constructed a boma fence that, rough
as it was, would serve for proraition.

‘“Jeeki,” said Alan present'y as tley
labored at the fence, ‘“‘that was 7ot a
leopard, it was a man.”

“No, no, Major, not man, little dwarf
devil, him that have poisoned zrrow.
I shoot at once to make him sit up.
Think he no come back to-aignt, too
much afraid of shot fetish, But t~-mor-
row, can’t say. Not tell those fellows
anything,” and he nodded towards the
porters, ‘“or perhaps they bolt.”
to leave the dwarf alone,” said Alan,
“and they might have left us alone.
Now they will have a blood feud
against us.”

“Not -agree, Major, only chance for
us put him in blue funk. If I not shoot,
presently he shoot,” and he made a
sound that resembled the whistling of
an arrow, then added. “Now you go
sleep. I not'tired, I watch, my eyes see
in dark better than yours. Only two
more days of this damn forest, then
open ' land with tree here and there,
where dwarf no come because he afraid
of lien and cannibal man who like eat
him.”

As there was nothing else to be done
Alan took 'Jeeki’s advise and in time
fell fast asleep, nor did he wake again
until the faint light whieh for the want
of a better name they called dawn, was
filtering down to them throughthe can-
opy of boughs.

**Been ‘to look.” said Jeeki, ag he
handed him his coffee. “Hit that dwart
man, see his blood, but think others
carry him away. Jeeki very good shot;
stone, spear, arrow or gun all same to
him. Now get off as quick as we can
before porters smell rat. You eat chop,
Major, I pack.”

Presently they started on their trudge
through those endless trees, with Fear
for a companion, Even the porters who
had been told nothing, seemed more
afaric than usual, though whether this
was because they what Jeeki called
“smell rat,”’ or owing to the progreés-
sive breakdown of their nervous sys-
tems, Alan did not know. About mid-
day they stopped to eat because the
~men were too tired to walk further
without rest. For an hour or more they
had been looking for a comparatively
open place, but as it chanced could find
none, so were obliged to halt;in dense
forest.. Just as they had finished their
meal and were preparing to proceed,
that much they had feared happened
since from somewhere behind the tree
boles came a volley of reed arrows. One
struck a porter in the neck, one fixed
itself in Alan’s helmet without touch-
ing him, and no les§ than three hit
Jeeki on the back and stuck there,
providentially enough in the substance
of the cork mattress that he still car-
ried on his shoulders which the feeble
shafts had not the strength to pierce.

Everybody sprang up and with a
curious fascination, instead of attempt-
ing to do anything, watched the porter
who had been hit in the neck some-
where in the region of the jugular vein.
The poor man rose to hig feet with
great deliberation, reminding Alan in
some grotesque way of a speaker who
hag suddenly been called on to address
a meeting and seéks to gain time for
the gathering of his thoughts. Then
he turned towards that vast audience
of trees. streched out his hand with a
declamatory gesture, said something in
a .composed voice, and fell upon his
face stone dead! The swift poison had
reached his heart and done its work.

His three companions looked at him
for a moment, and the next, with a yell
of terror, rushed off into the forest,
hurling down their loads as they ran.
What became of them Alan never
learned, for he saw them no more and
the dwarf people keep their secrets. At
the time indeed he scarcely noticed
their departure, for he was otherwise
engaged.

1 One of their hideous little asasilants.

made bold by success, ventured to run
| across an open space between two
| trees, showing himsélf for a moment.
Alan had a gun in his hand, and mad
with rage at what had happened, he
raised it and swung on him as he would
upon a rabbit. He was a quick and
practised shot, and his skill did not
fail him now, for just as the dwarf
‘ was vanishing behind a tree, the bullet
caught him and next instant he
{ seen rolling over and over upon its
further side.

“That very nice,
tively, “very nice indeed,
we best move out of this.”

Aren’t you hurt?”’ gasped
“Your back is full of arrows.”

“PDon’t feel nothing,
swered. ‘“‘best cork mattress, 25s. 3d. at
Stores, very good for poisoned arrow,
but leave him behind now, because per-

| day, and through the night also, for

“I think you would. have done better '

was |
said Jeeki reflec- |
but I think |
Alan. !

Major,” he an- |

haps pointg work through as I run; one ?
scratch do trick,” and as he spoke |
Jeeki untied a string or several strings, |
letting the little matress fall to the
ground.

“Great pity leave all those goods,”
said Jeeki, surveying the loads that the
porters had cast away, “but what says
Book? ‘Life more than raiment.” Also,
‘take no thought for morrow.” Dwarf
people do that for us. Come, Major,
make tracks,” and dashing at a bag of
cartridges which he cast about his
neck, a trifling addition to his other
impedimenta, and a small case of pot-
ted meats that he hitched under his
arm, he poked his master in the back
with the muzzle of his full cocked gun
ag a signal that it was time to start.

“Keep that cursed thing off me,” said
Alan furiously. “How often have I told
you never to carry a gun at full cock?”

“About one thousand times, Major,”
answered Jeeki imperturbably, “but on
such occasion forget discreetness, My
ma just same, it run in family, but
story too long tell you now. Cut, Major,
cut like hell. Them dwarfs be back
soon, but,”” he puffed, “I think, I think
Little Bonsa come square with them
one day.”

So Alan “cut” and the huge Jeeki
blundered along after him, the para-
phernalia with which he was hung
about rattling like the hoofs of a gal-
loping giraffe. Not for all his load did
he ever turn a hair. Whether it were
fear within or a desire to save his mas-
ter, or a belief in the virtues of Little
Bonsa, or that his foot was, as it were,
once more upon his native heath, the
fact rémained that notwithstanding
the fifty years, almost, that had
whitened his wool, Jeeki was absolute-
ly inexhaustible. At least at the end of
that fearful chase, which lasted all the

they dared not camp, he appeared to
be nearly as fresh as when he started
from Old Calabar, nor did his spirits
fail him for one moment. When the
light came on the following morning,
however, they perceived by many signs
and tokens that the dwarf people were
all about them. Some arrows. were shot
even, but these fell short.

“Pooh!” said Jeeki, “all
they much afraid. Still,
coffee, we best get on.”

So they got on as they could, till to-
wards midday the forest began to thin
out. - Now as the light grew stronger
they could see the dwarfs, of whom
there appeared to be several hundreds,
Ieeping a parallel course to their own

n either side of them at what they
thought to be a safe distance.

“Try one shot, I think,” said Jeeki,
kneeling down and letting fly at a
clump of the little men, which scattered
like a covey of partridges, leaving one
of its number kicking on the ground.
“Ah ! my boy,” Shouted Jeeki in deri-
sion, “how you like bullét"in tummy?
You not know Paradox guaranteed flat
trajectory 250 yard. You remember that
next time, Sonny?” Then off they went
again up a long rise.

“River other side of that rise,” said
Jeeki. “Think those tree monkeys no
follow us there.”

But the “monkeys” appeared to be
angry and determined. Tﬁ_éy would not
come any more within the' range of the
Paradox, but they still ‘mérthed on ei-
ther side of the two fugitives, knowing
well that at last their strength must
fail and they would be able to creep up
and murder them. So the chase went
on till Alan began to wonder whether
it would not be better to face the end
at once.

“No, no, if say die, can't
mind to-morrow morning,” gasped
Jeeki in a hoarse voice. “Here top rise,
much neéarer than I thought. Oh, my
aunt ! who those?”’ and he pointed to
several hundreds of big men armed
with spears who were marching up the
further side of the hill from the river
that ran below.

At the same moment these savages,
who were not more than two hundred
vards away, caught sight of them, and
of ' their pursuers who just then ap-
peared on the ridge to the right and
left. The dwarfs on perceiving these
strangers, uttered & shrill yell of terror,
and wheeled about to fly to their fast-
nesses in the forest, which evidently
they regretted ever having left. It was
too late. With an answering shout the
spearmen, who were extended in a long
line, .apparently hunting game, charged
after them at full speed. They were
fresh and their legs were long. There-
fore very soon they overtogk the dwarfs
and even got in front of them,. heading
them off from the forest: The end may
be guessed—save a few whom they re-
served alive, they killed them merci-
lessly, and almost without loss to them-
selves, since the little forest folk were
too terrified and exhausted to shoot at
them with their poisoned arrows, and
they had no other weapons,

In fact, as K Alan discovered after-
wards, for generations there had been
war between them, since all the other
tribes hate the dwarfs whom they look
upon as dangerous human monkeys,
and never before had the hig men found
such a chance of squaring their ac-
count. When Jeeki saw this fearful-
looking company, for the first time his
spirits seemed to fail him.

“Ogula ! he exclaimed with a groamn,
and sat himself upon a flat rock, pulling
Alan down beside him. ‘‘Ogula ! Know
them by hair and spears,” he repeated.
“Up gum tree now, say good-night.”

“Why? Who are they?” gasped Alan.

“Great cannibal, Major, eat man, eat
us to-night, or perhaps to-morrow
morning when we nice cool. Say pray-
ers, Major, say ’em quick, no time
waste.”

“1 think I will
two first,” said Alan grimly,
stood up and lifted his gun.

“No, not shoot, no good. Pretend not
be afraid, best chance. Let Jeeki think,
let Jeeki think,” and he slapped his
forehead with hig great hand,

Apparently the action brought in-
spiration, for next instant he grabbed
his master by the arm and dragged
{ him back behind the shelter of a great |
boulder which they had just passed.
Then with really marvellous swiftness
| he cut the straps of the tin box that |
| Alan wore upon his back, and since |
; there was no time to find the key and |
1unlm‘k it, seized the little padlock with
which it was fastened between his fin-
ger and thumb and putting out his |
great strength with a single wrench
twisted it off.

“What are you—' began Alan. |

“Hold tongue,” he answered savagely
“make you god, I priest. Ogula know
ithtle 3onsa. Quick, quick!”

In a’minute it was done, the golden |
| mask was clapped on Alan’s head and
the leather thongs were fastened. More-
over, Jeeki himself was arrayed in the’

right now,
no time for

change

shoot an Ogula or
as he

"

_the anclent forest path, murder

solar-tope, to which all this while
he had clung, allowing streams of green
mosquito netting to hang down over
his white robe.

‘“Come out now, Major,”
‘“‘and play god. You whistle,
laver.”

Then hand in hand they walked from
behind the rock. By this time the par-
ticular company of the cannibals that
was opposite to them, which happened
to include their chief, had climbed the
steep slope of the hill and arrived with-
in a distance of twenty yards. Having |
seen the two men and guessed that they |
had taken refuge behind the rock, /‘
their spears were lifted to Kkill them,i
since when he beholds anything strange |
the first impulse of a savage is to
bring it to its death.

They looked, they saw. Of a sudden
down went the raised spears,. .Some of
those whq held them<féll upon their
faces, while others turned to fly, ap-
palled by the vision of.this strangely
olad man with the head of gold. Only
their chief, a great yellow-toothed fel-
low who wore a necklace of baboon
claws, remained erect, staring at them
with open mouth.

Alan blew the whistle that was set
between the lips of the mask, and they
shivered. Then Jeeki spoke to them in
some tongue which they understood,
saying:

“Do you, O Ogula, dare to affer vio-
lence to Little Bonsa and her priests?
Say now, why should we not strike you
dead with the magis of the god which
she has borrowed from the white
man?”’ and he tapped the gun he
held.

“Thig is witcheraft,” answered the
chief. “We saw two men running,
hunted by the dwarfs not three min-
utes ago, and ‘nmow we see—what we
see,” and he put his hand before his
eyes, thern after a pause went on, “As
for Little Bonsa, she left this country
in my father's day. He gave her pas-
sage upon the head of a white man,
and the Asiki wizards have mourned
her ever since, or so I hear.”

“Fool,”” answered Jeeki, “as she went,
so she returns, on the head of a white
man. Yonder I see an elder with grey
hair who doubtless knew of Little
Bonsa in his youth. Let him come up
and look and say whether or no this is
the god.”

“Yes, yes,” exclaimed the chief, ‘“go
up, old man, go up,” and he jabbed at
him with the spear until, unwilling
enough, he went.

The elder arrived, making obeisance,
and when he was near, Alan blew the
whistle in his face, whereon he fell to
his knees. ¢

“It, is Little Bonsa.” he said in' &
trembling voice. “Little Bonsa without
a doubt. I should know, as my father
and my elder brother were sacrificed
to her, and I only escaped because she
rejected me. Down on your face, chief,
and do honor to the Yellow God before
she ‘slay you.”

Instantly every man within hearing
prostrated himself and lay still. Then
Jeeki strode up and down among them
shouting out: ‘

“Little Bonsa has come back and
hrought to you, Man-eaters, a fat offer-
ing, an offering of the dwarf people
whom you hate, of the treacherous
dwarf people who when you walk in
you
with their poisoned arrows. Praise
Little Bonsa who delivers you from
your foes, and narken to her bidding.
Send on messages to the Asiki saying
that Little Bonsa comes home again
from across the Black Water bringing
the White Preacher, whom she led
away in the days of their fathers, Some
to them that Asiki must send out a
company, that Little Bonsa and the
Magiclan with whom she ran away,
may be escorted back to her house with
the state which has been hers from the
beginning of time. Say to them also
that they must prepare a great offer-
ing of pure gold out of their store, as
rauch gold as fifty strong men can
carry, not one handful less, to be given
to the White Magician who brings back
the Small Swimming Head, for if they
withhold such an offering, he and Lit-
tle Bonsa will vanish never to be seen
again, and curses and desolation will
fall upon their land. Rise and obey,
Chief of the Ogula.”

Then the man scrambled to his feet
and answered:

“Jt shall be done, O Priest of the
Yellow God. To-morrow at ihe dawn
swift messengers will start for the
Gold House of the Asiki. To-night
they cannot leave as we are very hun-
gry and must eat.”

“What must you eat?”
suspiciously.

“O Priest,” answered the chief with
a deprecatory gesture. “when first we
saw you we hoped that it would be
the white man and yourself, for we
have never tasted white man. But now
we fear that you will not consent to
this, and as you are holy and the
guardian of the god, we cannot eat you
without your own consent. Therefore
fat dwarf must be our food, of which,
however, there will be plenty for you
as well as us.” j

“you dog!” exclaimed Jeeki in a voice
of furious indignation. ‘Do you think
that white men and their high-born
compamnions, such as myself, were
made to fill your vile stomachs? I tell
you that a meal of the Deadly Bean
would agree better with you. for if
you dare so much as to look at us, or
on any of the white race with hunger,
agony shal] seize your vitals and you
and all your tribe shall die as though
by poison. Moreover, we do not touch
the flesh of men, nor will we see it eat-
en. It is our “Orunda;” it is conse-
crate to us, it must not pass our lips,
nor may our eyse behold it. Therefore
we will camp apart from yow further
up the stream and find our own food.
But to-morrow at the dawn the mes-
sengers must leave as we have com-
manded. Also you shall provide strong
men and a large canoe to bear Little
Bonsa forward ifowards her own home

he said, |
I do pa-

asked Jeeki

until she finds her people coming out

to greet her.”

“It shall be done,”
numbly. “Everything
according to the will of Little Bonsa
spoken by her priest, that she may
jeave 2 blessing and not a curse upon
the heads of the tribe of the Ogula. |
Say where youd wish to camp and men
shall run to build a house of reeds for
the god to dwell in.”

answered the chief |
shall be done

CHAPTER X.
The Dawn,

| if you look too long upon the face of

The Yellow God, she will ask a sacrifice
and it is not lawful that you should
see where she hides herself away.”

At this saying the cannibals depart-
ed like one man, and at top speed,
some to their canoes, and others to
warn their fellows who were engaged in
the congenial work of hunting and
killing the dwarfs, not to dare to ap-
proach the white man and his com-
panion. A third party ran to the bank
of the river that was opposite to the
island, and make ready as they had
been bidden, so that presently Alan
and Jeeki were left quite alone.

“Ah!" said Jeekl with a grasp of sat-
isfaction, “that all right, everything
arranged quite comfortable. Thought
Little Bonsa come out top somehow
and scare off dirty dwarf monkeys.
They never get home to tea any way;
stay and dine with Oluga.”

“Stop chattering, Jeeki, and untie-
this infernal mask, I am almost chok~
ed,” broke in Alan with a low voice.

“Not say ‘infernal mask,;, Major, say
‘face of angel.’” Little Bonsa woman,
and like it better also true, if on this
occasion only, for she save our skins,”
said Jeeki as he unknotted the thongs
and reverently placed the fetish in its
tin box. “My!” he added, contemplat-
ing his master’s perspiring counten-
ance, “you blush like garden carrot;
well, gold hot wear in afternoon sun
beneath Tropic of Cancer. Now Wwe
walk on quietly and I tell you all I
arrange for to-night's lodging and fu-
ture progress of joint expedition.”

So gathering together what remained
of their few possessions, they started
leisurely down the slope towards the
island, and as they went Jeeki explain-
ed all that had happened, since Ogula
was not one of the African languages
with which Alan was acquainted, and
he had only been able to understand a
word here and there.

“Look,” said Jeeki when he had fin-
ished, and turning, he pointed to the
canibals, who were driving the few sur-
vivors of the dwarfs before them to the
spot where their canoes were beached.
“Those dwarfs done for, capital busi-
ness, forest road quite safe to travel
home by; Ogula best friends in world;
very remarkable escape froi -delicate
situation.”

“Very remarkable indeed,” said Alan,
“I shall soon begin’ to believe in the
iuck of Little Bonsa.”

“Yes, Major, you see’she is anxious
to get home and make path clear.
But,” he added gloomily, “how she be-
have when she reach there, can’t say,”

“Nor can I, Jeekj but meanwhile I
hope she will provide us with some din-
ner, for our meat is lost.”

“Food,” repeated Jeeki. ‘Yes, necés-
sity for htiman stomach, which unhap-
pily built that way, so Ogula find out,
and so dwarfs find out presently.”
Then he looked about him, an8l in a
kind of aimless manner lifted his gun
and fired. ‘“There we are,” he said,
“Little Bonsa understand bodily

needs,” and he pointed to fat buck of

the sort that in South Africa is called
Duiker, which his keen eyes had dis-
covered in its form against a stons,
where

it now.lay shot through . the
head and dying. “No further trouble on

e m—

2 1
said. “Go, make her house ready, light

iire and bring canoe to paddle us
across. Now leave us, all of you, for

s

was still whole in him, he crept on his
| hands and knees to where Alan stood,
| and kissed hig feet.

“Aha!” said Jeeki, “Little Bonsa
score again, Cannibal tribe our slave
henceforth for evermore. Yes, till king-
| dom come. Come on, Major, and cook
supper in perfect peace.”

The supper was cooked and eaten
with gratitude, for seldom had two
men needed a square meal more, and
| never did venison taste better. By the
time that it was finished darkness had
fallen, and before they turned to sleep
in the neat reed hut that the Ogula
had built, Alan and Jeeki walked up
the island to see if the lioness had been
skinned as they directed. This they
found was donej even the carcase it-
self had been removed to serve as meat
for these foul-feeding people. They
climbed on to the pile of rocks in
which the beast had made her lair and
looked down the river to where, two
hundred yards away, the Ogula were
encamped. From this camp there rose a
sound of revelry, and by the light of
the great fires that burned there, they
perceived that the hungry savages
were busy feasting, for some of them
sat in. circles, whilst others, thelr
naked forms looking at that distance
like those of imps in the infernal re-
gions, flitted to and fro against the
glowing background of the fires, bear-
ing strange looking joints on prongs of
wood.

“I suppose they are eating the lion-
ess,” said Alan doubtfully.

“No,' no, Major, not lioness; eat
dwarf by dozen, just like oysters at
seaside. But for Little Bonsa we sit
on those forks now and look uncom-
mon small.”

“Beasts!” said Alan in disgust, “they
make me feel uncommon sick. Let us
go.to bed. I suppose they won't murder
us in our sleep, will they?”

“Not they, Major, too much afraid.
Also we their blood brothers now, be-
cause we bring them good dinner and
save chief from lion’s fury. No blame
them too much, Major, good fellows
really with gentle heart, but grub like
that from generation to generation.
Every mother’s son of them have many
men inside, that why they so big and
strong. Ogula people cover great mul-
titude—like Charity in Book. No doubt
sent by Providence to keep down extra
population. Not right to think too hard
of poor fellows who, as I say, very
kind and gentle at heart and most lov-
ing in family relation, except to old
women whom they eat also, so that
they go get bored with too long life.”

Weary and disgusted by this abom-
inable sight though he was, Alan burst
out laughing at his retainer's apology
for the sweet-natured Ogula, who
struck him as the most repulsive black-
guards that he had ever met or heard
of in all his experience of African
savages.

Then wishing to see and hear no
more of them that night, he retreated
rapidly to the hut, and was soon fast
asleep with his head pillowed on the
box that hid the charms of Little
Bonsa.

‘When he awoke it was broad day-
light., Rising, he went down to the river
to wash, and never had a bath been
more welcome, for during all- their
journey through the forest no such
thing was obtainable, On his return he
found _his garments well brushed with

score of grub for next three days,” he |'gry reeds and set upon a rack in the

added. “Come on to camp,
send one savage skin and bring that
buck.

So on they went to the river bank,
Alan so tired, now that the excitement
was over, that he was not sorry to lean
upon Jeeki’s arm. Reaching the stream,
they drank deep of its water, and find-
ing that it was shallow at this spot,
waded through it to.the island without
waiting for a canoe to ferry them over.
Here they found a patry of cannibals
already at work, clearing reeds with
their large, curved knives, in order to
make a site for the hut. Another party,
under the command of the chief him-
self, had gone to the top end of the isl-
and, a hundred yards or so away, to
cut the stems of a willow-like shrub to
serve as uprights. These people stared
at Alan, which wag not strange, as
they had never before seen the face of
a white man, and were wondering,
doubtless, what had become of the an-
cient and terrible fetish that he had
worn. Without entering into explana-
tions, Jeeki in a great voice ordered
two of them to fetch the buck which
the ‘white .man, whiom he described as
‘““husband of the goddess,” had “slain
by thunder.” When these had departed
upon their errand, leaving Jeeki to su-
perintend the building operations, Alan
sat down upon a fallen tree, watching
one of the savages making fire with a
pointed stick and some tinder.

Just then from the head of the isl-
and where the willows were being cut,
rose the sound of loud roarings and of
men crying out in affright. Seizing his
gun Alan ran towards the spot whence
the noise came. Forcing his way
through a brake of reeds, he saw a
curious sight. The Ogula in cutting the
willows which grew about some tum-
bled rocks, had disturbed a lioness that
had her lair there, and being feaxless
savages, had tried to kill her with their
spears. The brute rendered desperate
by wounds and-the impossibility of
escape, for here the surrounding water
wag deep, had charged them boldly,
and as it chanced, felled to the ground
their chief, that yellow-toothed man
to whom Jeeki gave his orders. Now
she was standing over 'him Ilooking
round her royally, her great paw upon
his breast which it seemed almost to
cover, while the Ogula ran round and
round shouting, for they feared that if
they tried to.attack her she would kill
the chief. This indeed she seemed about
to- do, for just as Alan arrived she
dropped her head as though to tear out
the man’s throat, Instantly he fired. It
was a snap shot, but, as it chanced, a
gobéd one, for the bullet ‘struck the
lioness in the back of the neck forward
of and between the shoulders, severing
the spine, so that without a sound or
any further movement she sank stone

| dead upon the prostrate cannibal. For

a while his followers stood astonished.
They might have heard of guns from

| the coast people, but living as they did

in the interior where white folk did
not dare to travel, they had never seen
their terrible effects.

‘““Magic,” they cried,

“Of course,” exclaimed Jeeki, who by
now had arrived upon the -scene.
“What else did you expect from the
iord of Little Bonsa? Magic, the great-

“Magic!”

| est of magic. Go, roll that beast away

| before your chief is crushed to death.”

Jeeki looked up arnd down the river, |
and saw that in the centre of it, about
half a mile away, there was an island,
ocn which grew some trees.

“Little Bonsa wili camp yonder,” he

| fearful spectacle,
| with the blood

They obeyed and the man sat up, a
for he was smothered |
of the lion and some-
what cut by her claws, though other-
wise unhurt. Then feeling that the ]’ite

Major. I

hot sun to.air, while Jeeki in cheerful
mood was engaged cooking breakfast
in the frying pan to which he had
clung through all the vicissitudes of
their flight.

“No coffee, Major,”” he said regret-
fully, ‘“that stop in forest. But never
mind, hot - water better ..for nerve.
Ogula messengers gone in little canoe
to Asiki at break of day. Travel slow
till they work off dwarf, but afterwards
go quick. I send lion skin with them as
present from you to great high priest-
ess Asika, also claws for necklace. No
lions there, and she think much of that.
Also it make her love mighty man who
can kill fierce lion like Samson in Book.
Love of head woman very valuable
ally among beastly savage peoples.”

“I am sure I hope it won't,” said
Alan with earnestness, “but no doubt
it is as well to keep on the goft side of
the good lady if we can. What time do
we start?”

-“In one hour, Major, I been to camp
already, chosen boat canoe and finest
men for rowers. Chief—he called Fanny
—so grateful that he come with them
himself.”

“Indeed, that is very kind of him;
but say, Jeeki, what are these fellows
going to live on? I can’t stand what
you call their ‘favorite chop.””

“No, no, Major, that all right. 1 tell
them that when they travel with Little
Bonsa, must keep Lent like pious Ro-
man Catholic family that live near
Yarleys. They catch plenty fish in
river, and perhaps we shoot game, or
rich ’potamus, which they like ’cause
he fat.” P

Evidently the Ogula chief, Fahni by
name, not Fanny, as Jeeki called him,
was a man of his word, for before the
hour was up he appeared at the island
in commangd of a large canoe manned -.
by twelve splendid looking savages.
Springing to land, he prostrated him-
self before Alan, kissing his feet ag he
had done on the previous night, and
making a long speech.

“That very good spirit,” exclaimed
Jeeki. “Like to see heathen in his dark-
ness lick white gentleman’s boot, He
say you his lord and great magician
who save his life, and know all Little
Bonsa’s secrets, which many and not
repeatable, He say he die for you twice
a day and go on dying to-morrow and
all next year. He say he take you safe
till you meet Asiki, and for your sake,
though he hungry, eat no man for one
whole month, or perhaps longer, Now
we start at once.”

So they started up the river that was
called Katsena, Alan and Jeeki seated
in a lordly fashion near the stern of the
canoe beneath an awning made out of
some sticks and a grass mat. In truth,
after théir severe toil and adventures
in the forest, this method of journeying
proved quite luxurious. Except for a
rapid here afm@® there over or round
which the canoe must be dragged, the
river was broad and the scenery on its
banks parklike and beautiful. Moreover
the country, perhaps owing to the un-
| holy appetites of the Ogula, appeared
| to be practically uninhabited except by
| vast herds of every sort of game.

‘ All day they sat in the canoe which
| the stalwart rowers propelled, in si-
| lence for the most part, since they were
terribly afraid of the white man, and
still more so of the renowned fetish
which they knew he carried with him.-

Then when the evening came they
moored their craft to the bank an}l
camped till the following morning. Nor




