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Steedmans
SOOTHING

Powders
Relieve FEVERISH HEAT.

Prevent FITS, CONVULSIONS, etc.
Preserve a healzhy stare of the constitution

V— CHILDREN
^Please observe the EE in STEBDMAN.
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EF NO[•'"Lpoisona

Yon cannot possibly nave / 
a better Cocoa than

EPPS’S
A delicious drink and a sustaining 
food. Fragrant, nutritious and 
economical. This excellent Cocoa 
maintains the system in robust 
health, and enables it to resist 

winter’s extreme cold.

COCOA
Sold by Grocers and Storekeepers 

in 1-Jb. and J-Ib Tins.

IVjoney Saved
BY TRADING WITH US

FROM 25 TO 50 PER CENT.

SAVED ON YOUR GROCERY BILLS
We sell at retail at lowest wholesale 
prices. Hotel and boardinghouse keep
ers, farmers, 
will find it to their

miners and lumbermen 
advantage to in

vestigate this.
WE PAY THE FREIGHT

railway station in British Col- 
WE ONLY HANDLE FIRST-

to any 
umbia.

AND • PURE GOODS. We 
No order 

WRITE

CLASS
guarantee prompt delivery, 
too small, none too large.
FOR OUR PRICE LIST. IT IS FREE.
Be convinced that you can save money.

l«0RTHWESTEHN SUPPLY HOUSE
259-261 Stanley St., WINNIPEG, Man.

to find some place Into which they can 
thruet their stings. Sometimes in the 
order of an inscrutable Providence, 
such people get a chance to bark and 
sting In print. They hurt no one but 
themselves, and the more they bark 
and the more they sting the more they 
are despised.”

MAKES NEW BLOOD
THAT IS HOW DR. WILLIAMS’ 

PINK PILLS CURE THE COM
MON AILMENTS OF LIFE.

Making new blood. That is just 
what Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills are al
ways doing—actually making new 
blood. This new blood strengthens 
every organ In the body, and strikes 
straight at the root of anaemia, and 
the common aliments of life which have 
their origin in poor, weak, watery 
blood. Mrs. A. H. Seeley, of Stirling, 
Ont., tells what Dr. Williams’ Pink 
Pills did for her fourteen year old sis
ter, Miss Annie Sager, after other 
treatment had failed. She says: “For 
some years Annie had not ben well. 
She would take spells of dizziness and 
headaches that would last for several 
days, and her whole body would be
come dry and hot as though she was 
burning up with fever. Her lips would 
swell until near the bursting point, 
and then when the fever would leave 
her the outer skin of the lips would 
peel off. She doctored with to different 
doctors, but they did not succeed in 
curing her, and the trouble seemed 
gradually to be growing worse. Then 
we began giving her Dr. Williams’ 
Pink Pills and under this 
she has recovered her-'health. The 
headaches and dizziness have gone; 
her color is improved; her appetite bet
ter, and she has had no further at
tacks of the fever which baffled- the 
doctors. We are greatly pleased with 
what Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills 
done for her, and recommend them to 
other sufferers.”

It was the rich, red blood Dr. Wil
liams’ Pink Pills actually make which 
cured Miss Sager. That is why these 
pills cure all 
anaemia and debility, headaches and 
backaches, indigestion, 
neuralgia, St. Vitus dance and the spe
cial ailments that prey on the health 
and happiness of girls and women of 
all ages. Get the genuine Dr. Williams’ 
Pink Pills for Pale People, with the 
full name on the wrapper around each 
box. Sold by all medicine dealers or 
by mail at 50 cents a box or six boxes 
for *2.50, from the Dr. Williams’ Medi
cine Co., Brockville, Ont.

treatment

have

common ailments like

rheumatism,

FATAL LEAP FROM TRAIN.

Prisoner on Way to New Westminster 
Killed By Jumping From 

Window.

Ashcroft, May 9.—Paul Maunarino, a 
prisoner from Nelson, on his way to 
New Westminster to serve a life 
fence, in charge of Constable Webster, 
Jumped through a car window on train 
No. 97 yesterday afternoon. The train 
was running 40 miles an hour when 
Mannarimo made his fatal leap. He 
landed head first on the rocks 40 feet 
below, was picked up insensible as 
saon as the train was brought to a 
standstill and died in a few minutes 
later. The body was left as Ashcroft. 
Constable
Journey to New Westminster in charge 
of the other prisoners.

sen-

Webster continued his

YUKON MINING CASE.

McLean Brothers Win Appeal Against 
the Dominion Government.

Vancouver, May 9.—McLean brothers 
have received word from Ottawa that 
they have won in the appeal in the 
Supreme court of Canada against the 
Dominion government, regarding the 
ownership of fixe miles of Dominion 
creek in the Klondike, McLeans in 
1897 secured a lease for five miles of 
Dominion creek from the 
and sperrt $50,000. They found the next 
year, however, that the entire property 
had been divided and taken up in 

miners. The 
was

government

claims by Individual 
plaintiffs allege that the property 
worth $3,000,000 to them.

The total number of school boards In 
Scotland Is 980, while the population of 
Scotland Is something like 4H millions.
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SUNSHINE
^Furnace

NO BENDING DOUBLE AND POKING 
AROUND THE ASH-PIT WITH A 

SHOVEL TO GET THE ASHES 
OUT OF THE SUNSHINE.

The Sunshine is furnished 1 
with a good, big ash-pan.

All you have to do is to 
grasp two strong, firmly at- 5 
tached, always-cool, bale ban- i 
dies and the large, roomy ash- | 
pan easily comes out

A minute or two is all it 
takes to perform the operation.

All the ashes are in the pan, 
too.

Because they are guided 
into it by means of ash-chutes 
attached immediately below the fire-pot. '<'"

Sunsbine is the simplest, easiest-managed, cleanest 
kind of a furnace. You don’t have to wear overalls 
and a smock when attending to the Sunshine.

If your local dealer does not handle the “Sunshine” 
write direct to us for Free Booklet.
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THE LEPERS. opinions on the matter as exhibited in 
the per capita Consumption of liquor 
of various brands by the population of 
the province, although that idea must 
be considered as to some extent con
troverted-by the vote caAt when the 
prohibition plebiscite was taken. Be 
that as it may, our readers are doubt
less aware • that a certain number of 
medical men in Great Britain recently 
issued a manifesto with respect to-' the 
virtues of alcohol when taken in mod
eration. They held that it was benefi
cial alike to the persons when in good 
health and when afflicted by fleshy ills, 
provided the limits of discretion were 
not transcended. Of course this pro
nouncement created an uproar and a 
contrary expression of opinion, 
advocates of total abstinence, at
tended to that. Now the ques
tion has been raised as to the 
anti-teetotallers. Why did they affix 
their signatures to the mischief-breed
ing document at all? Why did they, 
experienced men as they are. and 
of discretion beyond question, raise the 
issue, when they might just as well 
have gone on practicing In accordance 
with their belief, leaving others of the 
profession of a contrary mind to do 
the same thing? It is suspected that 
there was a political plot behind the 
whole thing, and that if It could only 
be unearthed the world would be 
greatly enlightened. Finally we have 
an explanation from the lawyer who 
drew up the document, and, after the 
manner of a good many legal state
ments, it does not seem to convey a 
completely satisfactory explanation. 
He says he signatories had no thought 
of politics, that the thing arose out -of a. 
dinner-able discussion, and the origin
al draft was much stronger than that 
ultimately published. As. it was car
ried from one physician to another for 
his signature it underwent many modi
fications. This one was for toning it 
down; the next was for heightening it; 
a third was for fine distinctions be
tween malt liquors and spirits; a 
fourth, a Scotsman, Insisted upon a 
particular reference to .whiskey and 
water, and so on. At last, so great 
was the difference of opinion in detail 
that it was agreed to reduce the now 
bulky defence of alcohol to a brief gen
eral statement to which none of the 
signers could possibly object. Many 
more signatures might have been had 
if the word “harmless" had been sub
stituted for “beneflcig.1.” Hbwever, it 
was too late now to make the change 
and out came the manifesto with, six
teen respectable doctors openly de
claring their belief in the usefulness 
of alcohol. Some of them seem to be 
sorry they spoke. Doubtlesr they had 
never anticipated the terrific storm and. 
it took them by surprise. Some even 
began to apologize in a mild "Way. “I 
would certainly not have signed it,” 
said Sir William Gowers, “if r had 
known that It originated with the 
laity,” and “I certainly thbught,” said 
Mr. Jonathan Hutchinson,” Mr. Wil
liams was a doctor. I was also under* 
the impression that Sir Lauder Brun- 
ton had signed the declaration when 
It was presented to me.” . ”1 
say," said another of the signers,* 
“that had the drafting of the document 
ben left with me I would have made it 
less general in its meaning.” These 
apologies are all very well, but no one 
was obliged to sign the document, 
and, moreover, if it had not “originat
ed with the laity” would It therefore 
have been truer? This, from one of 
the doctors, is more to the point: “I 
don’t care a rap who It originated with. 
It makes no difference to me whether 
Mr. Williams is a medical man or not, 
so long as I am putting my name to a 
scientific truth 
cause I do not think the medical pro
fession ought to describe alcohol uni
versally as a ‘poison.’ It is no good 
telling people a He like that in order 
to frighten the few to whom M is a 
poison into total abstinence.”

Some of the arguments produced in 
England and in this country for and 
against alcohol are instructive, says 
the New York Sun. One notable au
thority on nutrition is said to go so 
far as to deny that alcoholic beverages 
have anything to do with gout, an 
opinion which will perplex the experi
enced. He says he once had a patient, 
a woman, who was a martyr to gout 
but never touched a drop, while her 
husband, a confirmed toper, never suf
fered at all. Still, there was subtle 
connection between the drink and the 
gout, which the doctor explains as fol
lows:

“Every time this woman’s husband 
came home drunk she had a violent at
tack of gout. I always knew when 
he had been taking too much, for his 
wife generally came to the hospital the 
next day. This could be easily ac
counted for. She was so strongly op
posed to drink that her anger and re
sentment at seeing her husband under 
the influence of drink would simply 
overcome her, her digestion would 
naturally be affected and gout would 
be the result."

This may be well enough for married 
men, but it is a poor consolation to 
those who have no wives to bear the 
consequences of their dissipation. We 
shall never be satisfied till the medi
cal men have declared by manifesto 
that alcohol is beneficial fo ail gouty 
bachelors.

A happy solution of the leper pro
blem has been reached by the Domin
ion government. In their native land 
the unfortunates will receive such 
treatment as would have been impos
sible while they remained immured 
upon Darcy Island. It is true that 
while they were in charge of the au
thorities of this city the lepers were 
not permitted to suffer for lack of 
anything that could add to their ma
terial comfort; but nevertheless our 
common humanity revolted at the idea 
of men in their cdndltion being com
pelled to linger in their sufferings 
without the care and attention the 
civilization of to-day exacts on behalf 
of the lower orders of creation in like 
extremity. The Orient, being more 
accustomed to the dread disease of 
leprosy, does not shrink as the Occi
dent does from contact with the un
clean. In China there are institutions 
for the treatment of leprous subjects, 
and into one of these the late deni
zens of our lazeretto will be admitted, 
the government of Canada being re
sponsible for the attention bestowed 
upon them. Consequently the history 
of the leper colony on this coast has 
been closed and a happy disposition 
made of a very perplexing question. It 
Is possible that, notwithstanding close 
medical supervision, other cases of the 
disease may bevelop In the province. 
But such a contingency will become 
more remote with every year that 
passes, because the Mongolian popula
tion is steadily decreasing under the 
exclusion laws now In force. In view 
of any eventualities, however, Darcy 
Island will be retained as a place of 
temporary detention until means of 
transportation, which cannot be secur
ed on the ordinary liners running to 
the Orient, can be procured.

The curtain being now rung down 
upon the tragedy of British Columbia’s 
lepers-—because anyone who has visit
ed the doomed settlement on the island 
knows well that there were pathetic 
and tragic elements in connection with 
their incarceration—it may be well to 
remind the public that the federal

The

government of Canada assumes no re
sponsibility for the treatment of dis
eased persons once they have passed 
the frontier of the country. Under the 
terms of confederation that is a duty 
which falls upon the provinces and 
upon municipalities. Thé Dominion 
guards the gates at all ports of entry. 
Once Immigrants have run the cordon
at such places, they are beyond 
federal jurisdiction. A corps of effi
cient and vigilant officials is maintain
ed at William Head by the Dominion 
government.
sanitary science has invented and 
aiders necessary has been established 
there, and within recent yejkrs there 
is no question that the western gate
way of the Dominion has been most 
effectively guarded against the dis
eases that are said to be constantly 
raging in the Orient. But leprosy is 
slow of development, and there are al
most insurmountable difficulties 
perienced in keeping those in whom 
the germs of that terrible malady have 
been planted from gaining an entrance. 
Experienced medical men hol6 that 
as long as the Chinese remain among 

considerable

Every appliance that
con-

ex-

might

us in any numbers
sporadic cases of leprosy will be dis- 

* covered and will have to be deal with. 
Under a previouà' federal administra
tion and up to a certain point in the 
career of the present administration 
attention was frequently drawn to the 
experience of Victoria with her Chinese 
leper colony and the Jqjustice pointed 
out of our people being compelled to 
bear the cost of their isolation and 
maintenance. The case of the Tracadie I signed be-
lejwrs in the East, the cost of whose 
maintenance in isolation is borne by 
th$ Dominion, was cited as proof that 
we in British Columbia Were being dis
criminated against. The answer was 
that the Tracadie leper colony was in 
existence previous to confederation and 
wa,e taken over under a special ar
rangement; that the British Columbia
government received a portion of the 
tax collected from Chinese seeking en
trance on this side of the continent be
cause they were rçcognized as immi
grants in a sense of an objectionable 
class, and that therefore the question 
was one between the provincial gov
ernment and the municipalities. Final
ly the representations of the present 
members for British Columbia in the 
Dqminion Parliament prevailed with 
the Ottawa government, and the result 
is that the city of Victoria and the 
otfier municipalities which incurred ex
pense of the maintenance of leprous 
Orientals have been reimbursed for all 
their outlay and the colony has been 
deported to the country from whence 
it came. Just at the present
when an envious Iago is whining that 
no vibrant voice is raised conspicuously 
In Parliament on our behalf, and that 
no great work is being accomplished 
for British Columbia, it is well
to bear in mind the facts with respect 
to the Darcy Island lepers and with 
respect to other things it may be 
necessary to discuss later on.

WHEN DOCTORS DIFFER.

As readers of the newspapers are 
aware, the doctors have been differing 
again—and great is the turmoil they 
have created In the world. We allude 
of coursef to the controversy that has 
long raged, and which promises to con
tinue while that much abused, and by 
many greatly distrusted, article, alco
hol, continues to be manufactured and 
mingled with the various

IT IS MARCHING ON.

It is beginning to appear as if the 
old age pension idea cannot be curbed 

bever- or checked, 
ages we consume. Very little atten
tion has been paid to the subject In 
British Columbia, probably because it 
ia assumed we have fixed and inflexible deal for the relief of a deserving but

As * we have already 
pointed out, Germany has a pension 
scheme in operation of limited scope,
but which is accomplishing a great

i V
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forced: “For another tvtro years at least 
Alberta and British Columbia should 
be free from coal strikes. That this 
is due to the unsparing and indefatig
able efforts of Mr. King, acting in his 
official capacity as Deputy Minister of 
Labor, is agreed by a,ll concerned, and 
the' respect he has gained from the 
miners should do much to assist him 
in reaching a settlement the next time 
his services are required."

unfortunate class of her teeming popu
lation. France is wrestling with the

been mischievous, possibly dangerous, 
to the cause of Imperial unity. As it 
Is the matter has been left to the judg
ment of the British people themselves 
and the course of the Canadian govern
ment has been completely vindicated.

But while the situation is what it is, 
it is satisfactory to note that the prefer
ential seed sown by Canada is begin
ning to germinate. Whether . it ^ was 
cast upon stony ground or upon fruit
ful soil that promises an abundant 
harvest is a matter that the future 
alone can determine. The leafier of one 
of the great political parties in Great 
Britain has made a definite announce
ment with respect to his attitude. Sir 
Henry Campbell-Bannerman has taken 
strong ground on the other side, and, 
however our sympathies may be, 
there can be no question that in the 
light of the recent elections he is justi^ 
fled in doing so. It is certain that from 
this time forward the battle will rage 
furiously. Issues of the most mo
mentous importance are involved—is
sues involving not only the relations of 
the colonies with the central power 
but the relations of foreign countries 
with the Empire at large. The eyes of 
all the nations of the world have been 
intently’ watching the progress of 
events in London in connection with 
the sessions of the Colonial Conference, 
and it is probable that the views of 
foreign nations could not be more dis
passionately or frankly stated than in 
the following from the New York 
Evening Post:

“Another point which outside nations 
can but consider with great care is the 
final decision of he conference in the 
matter of preferential trade. If Eng
land Should depart, even but a little 
and only for Imperial reasons, 
her settled policy of free trade, 
event would be one of world-wide im
portance. For wrapped up in prefer
ence is retaliation. One of the Colon
ial Premiers frankly admitted this, 
but declared England could retaliate 
upon the retaliators in a way ta bring 
them to their knees. This however, 
is not so certain. Nations will suffer 
as much for trade rights as for any 
other, and a commercial wrar might 
easily be as prolonged and disastrous 
as one with guns and ships. Fortun
ately, there is no sign whatever that 
the Liberal ministry will assent to the 
proposal to tax the products of other 
countries in order to swell the exports 
of the colonies. That path Is too un
tried and ^perilous; and, besides, the 
government contends that it had a 
plain mandate from the electorate not 
-to place a tax upon food. Now, with
out a food-tax, preferential trade with 
the colonies is a dream. It is expect
ed that the Chancellor of the Exche
quer will to-day explain'to the confer
ence how impossible tt is for the gov
ernment to accede to the demands of 
Premier Deakin of Australia.”

question and will assuredly adopt
softrâ measure that will go far
ther than that of her neighbors 
the Teutons for the succor of the 
aged portion of her people. Two 
of the states of the Australian Com
monwealth lead the whole world In 
making provision for the old age of 
their citizens, without any restrictions 
whatéver, except comparative affluence. 
New Zealand is at the head of the 
state philanthropic procession, leading

CANADA AND TlfE
COLONIAL CONFERENCE.

the world in this as in all social 
problems. Great Britain has estab
lished the nucleus of a fund which will 
be the basis of an old age pension 
scheme, provided another party does 
not come into power of reactionary 
tendencies, which, is not at all prob
able. In Canada the question has not 
yet passed the academic point; but 
there is little doubt that now the sub
ject has been introduced by Sir Richard 
Cartwright, one of the Ministers of 
the Crown, it will again be introduced 
and will be continue to be discussed 
until something tangible result^ The 
undemocratic democracy to the sduth 
of us is the one advanced community 
in the world that lags behind in this 
matter of making provision for the de
clining years of the aged and infirm. 
This condition of affairs may be partly 
due to a doubt respecting federal as 
opposed to state jurisdiction. Evident
ly the Empire State of New York has 
concluded that it must set a salutary 
example to the other states of the 
union, as the representative of Brook
lyn in the assembly at Albany has in
troduced an old age pension bill, which 
provides that every man or woman over 
the age of sixty years who has no 
income and is incapable of working to 
produce an income shall receive assist
ance to the extent of twelve dollars a 
month. In explaining the purport of 
his measure the representative in 
question stated that in the state there

“The great hall was hushed in abso
lute silence except for one smooth, 
quiet voice. Yet it spoke of common 
things—tales of the mart and the mar
ket-place, and the trade the merchant 
brings. But, ‘if business be business,’ 
there" is a sentiment behind it that 
mere commercial interest has never yet 
engendered, ‘though we do nof fall on 
the neck and kis when we come to
gether.1 And the proud claim of a free 
people rang through the appeal for 
closer union. ‘We do not come here as 
suppliants.’ ”

Thus a writer in the Pall Mall Ga
zette .described a scene historic at the 
dinner given , in London by the 1900 
Club to the Colonial Premiers when 
the Premier of Canada, Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier, was speaking. “It was pretty,” 
the writer continued, “to see the 
throng of men and women converging 
silently ever closer round* the chief 
table as the spell of Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier’s silver oratory held them. To 
hear him the better, men who were 
making their names in' their country’s 
history accepted the offer of half a 
chair from those more happily placed 
with profound and heartfelt grati
tude.” That the great imperial gather
ing, in which our Canadian represen
tative is at once,the most conspicuous 
figure and admittedly the most far-see
ing and wisest counsellor, has made 
a deep impression not only upon the 
thinking men of Great Britain, but 
upon the leading intellects of the world, 
we have already had abundant evi
dence. The New York Post, a news
paper of broad views and cosmopoli
tan sympathies, expresses the opinion 
that Americans “have every reason to 
follow with deep interest the proceed
ings of the Colonial Conference. There 
is involved in It a living demonstra
tion of one of the most wonderful sys
tems of government the world has ever 
known. As Ühir. Balfur pointed out in 
his speech at the banquet given the 
Colonial Premiers by the T.900 Club, the 
history of Iiïipèrial colonization shows 
no parallel to the great British experi
ment. England herself has but slowly 
felt her way- to the position which she 
at present. maintains with respect to 
her colonies. First came control by 
the mother Country; but this has now 
been abandoned. Then the right of in
tervention, in ,£he domestic affairs of 
self-governing colonies was dropped; 
and now we see a very ‘loose’ connec
tion, local independence joined with 
loyalty to the Empire, but a connec-

from
the

are over sixty thousand people who 
have reached the span of life at which
they ought to be in receipt of state as
sistance. “Think,” he said, “of the 
hundreds of old people now in poor- 
houses who ought to be living in their 
own homes on a small pension from 
the state.” Contrast this state of af
fairs in a wealthy country like the 
United States with the conditions in 
Germany, in comparison a poverty- 
stricken land, where there is scarcely 
a person but possesses all the neces
saries of life free from all the degrad
ing influences of pauperism.

The restrictions to be imposed by the 
state of New York are copied princi
pally from the law at present in force 
in New Zealand. Applicants for pen
sions must have*resided continuously in 
the stàte for twenty-five years. No per
son who has been convicted of a crime 
shall be eligible. The ban will be 
placed upon wife deserters and upon 
all who have neglected to properly 
provide for their families. No person 
who has not been of good moral char
acter and soby habits between the 
ages of fifty and sixty years, a period 
of life at which all should have 
reached the age of discretion, shall be 
considered as worthy of having their 
applications considered. Thus ^ the 
scheme is designed to accomplish a 
great moral reform as well as to do 
justice to the industrious and deserv
ing. There will be the usual safe
guards against fraud by the nominal 
transfer of property and othér subter
fuges familiar to the sharper, and 
which, if rumor Is to be credited, have 
been frequently practiced upon the fed
eral government for the purpose of 
swelling the huge list of those who are 
drawing bounties on account of the 
civil war.

A WEAK PARTY’S WEAKNESSES*
tion of a sort which really makes a 
greater solidarity of feeling and a

i
There is no doubt that the Toronto 

News in its estimate of Hon. George E. 
Foster accurately expresses the views 
of a very large section of indepen
dent Conservatives throughout the Do
minion. The following frank and can
did utterance from the News is quite 
refreshing: “In the last analysis it 
would have been sound policy and good 
politics to have recognized frank'y that 
as an Opposition lieutenant, Mr. Fos
ter’s usefulness was over. It would 
ultimately have strengthened Mr. Bor
den's hand, and made him free to deal 
ruthlessly with government wrongdo
ing. As it is, the opposition is weak
ened in the country, and there are 
signs that his own party in Mr. Fos
ter’s present constituency will reverse 
the policy adopted by the opposition 
at Ottawa. As an instance of bad pol
itics and a fine opportunity lost through 
mere perverseness and partisan blind
ness the opposition course in this con
nection has been unconvincing, inept 
and disappointing.”

Mr. Foster was brought back into 
public life because it was recognized 
that the. Conservatives did not possess 
a single man in their ranks who could 
be classed as a skilful parliamentary 
debater, but the recent exposures be
fore the Insurance Commission have so 
seriously discredited the gentleman in 
question that he is now recognized even 
by the Conservatives as a piece of dead 
timber—a source of weakness in a 
party which is already in a hopeless 
and forlorn condition and whose leader, 
R. L. Borden, has been recently de
scribed by a Conservative organ as be
ing without either force or ability.

more powerful whole than could result 
from any hard and fast system. All 
this is most instructive for a country 
just embarked on a colonial -policy. . 
. . No one can follow the proceed
ings, or read the speeches, without be
coming convinced that • the strength 
and safety of the British Empire rest, 
more than upon a general staff, upon 
what Sir Wilfrid Laurier called the 
‘complete and untrammelled autonomy 
of the component parts.* ”

THE ISSUES RAISED BY THE COL
ONIAL CONFERENCE.

One of the most ^remarkable features 
of political life in Canada is the com
plete submersion of two of the chief 
Conservative causes of complaint 
against the present Dominion govern
ment. We refer to the demand for 
“adequate protection” for Canadian in
dustries and the claim that in institut
ing a preference for British goods we 
gave something for nothing and that 
had our representatives insisted when 
the duties on British products were re
duced reciprocal advantages might 
have been secured from the Imperial 
government for the proudets of Can
ada. It was contended that when Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier announced that the 
preference was granted unconditional
ly, leaving to the people of Great Brit
ain absolute freedom of choice as to 
whether they should grant a corres
ponding advantage in their markets, 
the cause of this country had been be
trayed. But circumstances have com
pletely vindicated the course of the 
Canadian government, and to-day we 
find one of the most aggressive of Con
servatives and strenuous advocates of 
Imperial preferential trade announcing 
that in this matter he and Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier are absolutely in harmony. We 
refer to Sir Charles Tupper, at 
time a leader of the Conservative 
forces and the first Canadian High 
Commissioner in London. Sir Charles, 
after sounding British opinion at first 
hand, is now agreed that In the inter
ests of Imperial unity it is essential 
that if the Empire is to be united in 
stronger commercial bonds, the con
summation must be brought about by 
the free will of the British people and 
without pressure - from the colonies. 
This is the only safe path to follow. It 
Is easy now to see what Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier perceived from the beginning: 
that if the*people of the Motherland 
had been induced to depart from their 
traditional free trade policy at the In
stance of the colonies and hard times 
had followed, not necessarily as the re
sult of the adoption of such a course, 
but incidentally because of conditions 
beyond the control of statesmen, the 
effect upon the relations of the varl- 

la ous sections of the Empire would have

HARMONY IN THE COAL REGIONS

The trouble between the coal miners 
and operators of eastern British Col
umbia and western Alberta- has been
settled. We believe it will stay set
tled. The native industries of this pro
vince and the agriculturists of the 
three prairie provinces have been re
lieved from the suspense incidental to 
a possible shortage of fuel and thq 
business embarrassment incidental 
thereto. There is no question that the 
strike threatened the prosperity of the 
West especially and that its effects 
would have been seriously felt in all 
portions of the country. In view of the 
speedy and happy settlement of the 
trouble we shall not trouble ourselves 
greatly about the cause of it. There 
was a misunderstanding. There can 
be no doubt upon that point. Possibly 
the operators of the mines were not 
discreet in their treatment of the 
as they might have been. It is said 
that the miners are like Jeshuron or 
some other person or persons of sacred 
history who waxed fat and kicked. 
'J'hey are in receipt of good wages and 
a few weeks of idleness do not trouble 
or embarrass them very greatly. On 
their behalf it may be urged that per
sons engaged in the work of coal min
ing ought to be well paid. The occupa
tion is a hazardous as well as a labori
ous one. Doubtless the trouble

“THE CYNIC (?)”
as

men We are told, not on the authority of 
naturalists of repute we. admit, that 
certain reptiles when infuriated turn 
their fangs against themselves and en
compass their own death. The Colon
ist on Sunday morning printed a bit
ter personal attack on one of the re
presentatives of British Columbia in 
the Senate of Canada. The spasm of 
rage has evidently not yet subsided, 
because for want of another subject 
upon whiçh to vent its spleen, en
larged beyond normal dimensions by 
the recollection of futile ambitions, our 
contemporary thus raves at Itself: 
“How such people hiust hate them
selves. There must be such a nasty 
feeling engendered by the spirit of 
cynicism that those who Indulge in it 
must live in an atmosphere of mental 
nausea. They are like little cur dogs, 
which get behind a fence and bark 
violently at everything and everybody 
that passes by. They are like carrion 
crows, which go around on search of 
something particularly unpleasant.
They are like slimy snakes,__which
crawl around in the hope of bqing able

one

was
fomented to some extent by agitators 
who live upon the products of the 
miners whom they have organiz- 

for their own in
purposes as for the 

common benefit. If

ed as much 
dividual

such be the
case, it but reveals some of the de
fects of our industrial system. The 
government is doing all in its power to 
overcome such defects through legisla
tion and the labor department which 
is endeavoring to carry out the law in 
a conciliatory spirit. The consequence
is that from a source antagonistic to 
the Dominion administration the tol-i 
lowing telling acknowledgment
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