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and contrive that the water shall strike 
the horizontal paddles with great force. 
On the plains a natural system of irriga
tion by overflow affects large areas in the 
same manner as in the Nile Valley. To 
the higher levels the Water is led through 
canals. The four main canals from the 
Ganges and the Jumna supply néarly 
three milSons of acres.

m

ËHÉbe . i
habituated to eongum. They will not know 
what to do with it and it would not agree 
with them in any case. The necessity of 
providing starving men with precisely the 
kind of food to which they have been ac
customed of courses creates great difficul
ties sometimes and | at others renders ef
fective relief wellmgh impossible. Then 
again there are babies—hosts of babies 
and half grown children to deal with.
That is often the hardest part of the prob
lem. If a milk and flour famine should
occur in this country, we might . have '. ^ ; . tion EV6tem established by the 
abundance of other food, but our little ^ the
ones would die bv title hundreds of thous- government m India is the finestrfti the. 
ands. The Hina-Q mother is faithful un- world. No public work of equal economy 
to death. She feeds her suckling to the anywhere. The value of a single
last and denies herself to feer older chil- year*s crop over that which would have
dren. The only hope lor the woman often been produced without the irrigation ÿ*. 
lies in parting her from her baby, but. the question more than equals the entire cost 
famine workers always find this a difficult Qf the system! The works have cost some
thing to accomplish. thing like $150,000,000 and the yearly valu*.

Religion and caste are also factors ob- 0f the products of the land they water is 
structive to relief measures. It could not about; $200,000,000. They are entirely eelfr 
be expected that a Mohammedan would supporting -by the charge made for ser- 
extend aid to a Brahman for whom he vice and over and above all expanse qf 
entertains a contemptuous hatred; nor maintenance yield five per cent, interest 
could the Hindu sympathize with the on the capital invested.
Moslem in 'distress. But this is only a In the winter and spring before the
small part of the matter. The Hindu Ganges has been swollen by the melting
population is divided into several castes snows of the Himalyas the entire stream
the members of which will have no inter- is intercepted at Hard war, where it em-
couree with one another. The poorest erges from the mountains and^thrown into 
people, upon whom famine falls with the an artificial channel. In the first 20 m
heaviest hand, are casteless pariahs for of its course the works on this canal are
whom their fellows .have no regard what- highly remarkable. It intersects theflrain- 
soever. They may not look for help from age of the Lower Himalayas and bas 1» ,

will soon have the situation completely their wealthy ^mÆgto^Tb-^eîTha^
in hand and stop the fearful loss ol life. “ec^e“e^ted1 on]y in 'the opportuni. been overcome by wonderful engineer,^

tTeCgovemmrenf ?o CUSTOMS OF THE PEOPLE. ^offorded by it for speculation in food X*gP“eartificial bed whilst "

Whilst the Physical conditio, are inn
the success achieved have been the rail- portant factors m the creation of scarcity ^ Th^ir store3 are 6elzed unceremoni- ally ,the, flow^e thro^h a.
road and irrigation works. In 1873-74 the the ^kief causes lie in the customs and oue]y and reg8rdless of common law and uc , . -, v,road Some 200
ihmine in iiahar was fought ^eorousb'. q{ the people. India has ^w large statutory rights and the compensation al- ^ further doWn the Ganges'has again
The government spent $35,000 000 be i_ _ citieg and no manufacturing towns, to at- lowed is not based upon famine prices so . a ,arge river and its contents are
importing one million tons of nce^ ih tract the population. Whilst m England that the enterprising manipulator often g m divert^ into a second canal. The 
stressful period was tided> °^er ™‘“L more than half the total population is to suffers a loss and a well-deseiwed one. Of t®0 are capable of discharging,
th.e ‘”s. 0 a 81ngle i'fewhih lüîl stande : be found in centers of 20,000 ,or over in Me years the Speculators have .generally about 12>(X)0 cubic feet of water per seer 
established a .record which still flânas., Andia le68 than five per cent Eve in the contented themselves with working com- ond and this great flow is distributed 
but Bahar had a railroad running througn I ^ town8 of that size. Practically the en- erB ,n grain with a view to selling to the ove’ the counter through minor canals 
it and is travereed by a navigable r . üre ^puMion is therefore rural and de- government. Of course these operations and latcrais. The length of the main can- 
lew famine districts are 60, ^ ' ,, pendent upon agriculture. But it is not are restricted to small areas—usually ai3 exceeds 1,000 miles and there are more
most cases there are tens of thoiasa.^ i , ^ rura] rxipulatlon 8UCh as we are accus- those threatened with famine. A short than 5 000 miles of distributaries,
suflerers who cam only be reached y e tomed to thinking of in connection with crop presages a famine in .case it is fol- Three canals of less size, which in any
slow moving bullock cart and thoug e the farmjng districts of this country. The Iowed by another shortage in the next other country would be looked upon as
government should exhaust the tre y ; lg ar(, denae)y settled upon the land, season. A few bunias, or capitalists get works 0f great magnitude, distribute in a
it could do no more for the poor wre c es, jn very many districts the husbandmen together and buy up all the grain they can similar manner the whole of the water 
than is done. , _ average one to the half acre and the get. Then they wait for the time when brought down by the Jumna from the

Carrying out a conception of Lord oca- Htru„ , jor existence is intense. But the stuff becomes worth its weight in Himalayas. Another great canal takes 
consticld, Queen Victoria was proclame numerous areas contain more per- gold. In former times—and occasionally up the waters of the Son in Bahar, and
Empress of India at the famous Lei l tban the land can possibly feed there jt is so in these—that was commonly the there are important works- of the same
Durbar—probably the most gorgeous gat - ^ vagt tracts 0f fertile soil lying uncul- literal equivalent. Silver bangles and character in Orissa and Bengal,
ering the world has ever seen on e j t[Vated Here or almost anywhere else gold earrings went into one scale and In the Madras Province the Godaveri
first day of January, 1877. The remem-: a condition could not prevaU. The grain into the other. and the Kistna have been dammed at
brance of that scene of splendor ^emed gu IJOpulation of the crowded dis- < their deltas, and the,, spreading waters
to accentuate to those who Witnessed both j i~^ would move to more favorable PRIMITIVE FARMING. thus collected and released through can-
the terrible pictures of starvation and ..fies Not so in India however. It is , als that facilitate transportation and pro
disease which were to be seen all over the impossible to induce the * Hindu The method of tillage in India is of the tect, a population of 2,000,000 from the ef-
south of India in thf ^the St! ^t T leave the hereditary home- mQst primitive character but it is prob- kets of tW failure of rainfa^ Dunng the
What is generally known as the Great ratW starve in the over- * , , , , .. , famine of 1877 the areas watered by these
Famine of 1877-78 really extended over a f h ™ than'go to a ably the best adapted to the conditions works produced rice to the value-at
greater period and was probably the most taxed n Migration from one dis- that prevail. There are no extensive cul- nominal prices— of nearly $20,000,000.
wide-spread that In^ia has ever known., strange P • ^ .^rtually unknown in tivators and labor is so cheap that even Without the irrigation thus afforded there
The drought commenced in Mysore with ! tnct to a , tbe last census large tracts could be as economically would'have been no crop at all and the „
a failure of the monsoon of 1875, and up ilaa , , ® . „ent 0f tbe inhab- worked by hand as by machinery. In value of that harvested was four times as
in the Northwestern Provinces normal showed tnat n__y P whole some parts a hoe is the only instrument great as the total cost of the irrigation
conditions did not return until 1879. The ‘tan,ta. °E, thlJ ^ state in wbich they aPPlicd to the earth, but generally tillage works. In the province of Sind about 3,- 
greatest distress was felt in Southern In- bved the d,lt ” _ t £ the exCep- is effected by means of a wooden plow, 000,000 people are supported through irra
dia. In two successive years—1876 and : were born ana six pe the such as was used two thousand years ago. gation. whère .the. land could not be culti- -
1877—the rainfall failed and the harvest | tions had come no tart it is drawn by bullocks or by the water vated at all without it.
of the latter year was not worth the gath-1 adjacent territories. where buffal°- The irrigation of individual farms Altogether the government
ering. Then the entire country from the’ ^befe are many parts had is usually laborious and slow. Little operating about 40,00» miles of irrigation
Vindhyas to Cape Comorin fell into the land ]8 80 plentiful that it y ditches are run over the patch from a well canals supplying 20,000,000 of acres of
graso of famine The government made rent free—and good virgin s or tank at which is rigged up a bamboo ]and that would be almost valueless with-
every effort possible to minimize the ef- needing only to be cleared of 3 g ' . structure on the see-saw order. From each out the artificial supply of water. The
fects and the storv of that struggle is one the government could induce the p end of the cross-piece depends a rope. At work is proceeding as fast as possible and
of splendid activement. White men- ry of the congested districts to move rntp ^ end of one of these ig a man. at the extending in every direction where the 
not P« few of them—sacrificed health the thinly populated areas it would end 0f the other a bucket made of skin, necessity exists and the physical condi- 

t),e caUse. The gov- ! more than anything else to prevent fam- Thig ig iowered, filled and raised, then tions permit. In the south of India the 
g nno 000 in those two ties. The comparative conditions of the tipped over into a ditch bv a second map. system is not practicable from the engin-

not fn ment^ KsL of revenue agricultural populations of the crowded ItPPwould be a ,ittle difficult for the Am- 7ering point of view and the only
y ’ , • - _f taxes and other and the open districts is shown in the erjcan fanner to even conceive of the ir- Qf irrigation is in connection with tanks.
1U1—! rèr Neverthekss five and statistics of birth. In tracts where the rigation of a form by means of a single 
g ,,, i,j £rom starvation persons to the square mile are fewer than bucbet but the Indian peasant would prob-a half m lion bernas d.cd from starvation P^ ^ q£ jncreaee in the decade is aMy decHne to employ a more expeditious
and resu an im; ■ e Indian about fourteen per cent and no more device if it were provided for him. The

It must not be PP relieving ex- than seven per cent where the population intense conservatism of the people in all
Government restricts ^elf to rel ev^ng ex ^ mile. matters makes it exceedingly hard to help
«tent famine. A. * in*tt«^of fact it^ ^ ^ ia that tbem
constantly engaged t every the Hindu peoples are practically all veg- Irrigation in various forms has been
the dread enemy. Milli P« etarians. When the grain crop fails their practised by the natives since time im-
year in anticipatory Jhe ett o{ fQ<)d gupply ig gone. As memorial but it remained for the Bntish
magnificent irngation sy ^ ifoahmans they hold the cow sacred and to establish a scientific system. The hill
of extension ail xn this starve to death with meat at hand. It men ingeniously lay the slopes out in ter-
contmually under • . not merely a question of supplying food races and divert the streams to great dis
way the efforts to alleviate the effects of is not merely a que v i ^ food of tances by successive parallel channels
drought are eyeb ™eetmg fomine^ti a” certain kind and not merely any sort „long the mountain side. They also utilize

There has been no g: t either In one. part of the conn- their water-power for mill purposes. The
India during the past thirty years The g accustomed to rice; in use of the cog-wheel for converting the
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Plain. This is extensively cultivated and 
is capable of dependable irrigation but 

this region is the Thar Iie.-er1,:— 
a large uninhabitable stretch of sand. The 
peninsula proper is composed mainly of 
the table-land of the Deccan. This is the 
gegion most liable to famine. It depends 
upon the southwest monsoons xttich at 
the close of the hot season blow rain 

the Western Ghats to the interior.

It is not possible through the medium 
of figures to form anything like an ade
quate idea of the stupendous task in
volved in the government of the vast In
dian Empire of Great Britain. The prob
lems and difficulties are not due to the 

fact that the area under control is

m
even m

J
jfi/XDOOVmere

1 500,000 square miles in extent nor that across 
the population included in it is 300,000,000, The valleys of the Ghats—the ancient 
but that this area embraces the most di- home of the Marathas—never lack a sti
ver siiied climates and physical conditions, ficient supply of moisture but it frequent- 
and that this population is made up of ly happens that the amount carried in- 
many distinct races speaking nearly thirty land is short of the normal and in such 
different languages. It is not practicable ease famine more or less severe and more 
to apply one code of laws to the whole or less wide-spread, ensues, 
country nor one system of policy. Land A glance at the map of India will show 
tenure in Oudh is entirely different from that it contains no large lake and very 
what it is in Gujarat or Mysore, and dif- few of any size. This face places a severe 
feront again in the two latter sections of limitation on irrigation. Rivers have to 
ithe country. Taxation as practised in the be relied toon for this purpose but they 
Ipunjab would not be adapted to Kashmir are extremely difficult to handle^ An In-
or Halderabad. Nevertheless, it is a com- dian nver is at one time a huge dry

i tu,n~ re find writers with only the ditch and at another—the transformation vaguest'"conroption ti condhïL i/ffin- being worked with incredible suddennros 
San discussing fanciful theories which -a raging torrent overflowing its banks, 
they are pleased to label “Indian Ques- And floods—though not so common 
*• “Trwlian Problem ” The men who scarcity of water—are among the causes
Shave to contend with the situation out of famine. In the south of India are many
.there will tell you ttat there are a thous- to* tante, geveral
and “Indian questions deP"g 8quara miles in area. They are memori-
,t.on all the time and .‘Jlr,, tk als of the benevolence of one or another 
changeable as the b'JlcktaIldfi ‘? led ruler or wealthy citizen and are usually 
{Hughli. The problems that „sacred „ ^ing connected with a temple
LWellealey'.or Cornwalhs are ^ and dcdicated to one of the numerous
from -those with which Lord gods in the Hindoo Pantheon. The associ-
itied. India has slumbered thr ug ation with religion ensures immunity from
centuries hut now her people are awak- degtnlction and tbe presence of the tem- 
ening in company with the other nati ensures a fund for the care and pres-
W the Orient and exhibitmg a restlessness ervatjon q{ tbe va]nabie public utility. In 
that causes their rulers sleeifiess nights ^ great Plain wells can generally be dug 
end endless trouble. Great Bntain has wjth success, but there are many parts of 
been at large expense and much pains to tbe coantry_a8 Bikanir for instance— 
educate the people of Hindustan. I he wbere water can not be reached short of 
.ultimate result will be widespread bless- & depth of 200 feet and by no means al- 
ing doubtless but the present product ot wayg at that
the echoola ifl a crop of babu agitators. Waterworks that would extend im- 
tx>ld-blooded, mendacious and utterly sel- munity ^ the whole country are beyonjd 
fish, whose educational advantages are tbe bounds Df financial feasibility and even 
employed to overreach their poorer and physical possibility.
more ignorant countrymen. From this There are not a few regions in which 
class come the ghouls who corner grain m nothing short of the full monsoon fall 
a famine district and fatten on the life witb year|y regularity will suffice to stave 
blood of their fellows. off periodical starvation. These are

nlaces in which no man should live in re
liance upon the soil for the sole means of 
subsistence but hundreds of thousands 
persist in doing so and the government 

not forcibly deport them.

s

I
GOVERNMENT WORK.from death. It does not seem torescue

be generally understood that under Brit
ish rule the state of affairs has been en
ormously improved. Very extensive tracts 
have been entirely removed from the fam
ine map and placed in oile of the safe 
zones’’ where at least a sufficient crop to 
maintain life may be depended upon every 

The effects of crop shortage or fail
ure in the “famine zones” have, been 
greatly reduced, so that in latter days a 
much smaller percentage of life is lost in 
a fatnine and" the afflicted district is en
abled to recuperate more speedily than it 

could have done (under the conditions 
The death and

year.

I as
I
I called. These ever

of, say a century ago. 
birth statistics proclaim these facts very 
pointedly.

The worst famine in the recorded his
tory of the country occurred in 1770. It 

felt throughout the peninsula but 
keenly in the lower valley of the. 

Ganges. One third of the teeming popu
lation of Bengal died. The mortality and 
distress were probably doubly as great. as 
in the fearful famine of 1877-78. There 
had been severe drought in 1769 and at 
its breaking up in-1770 disastrous floods 
overspread the land and obliterated the 
last trace of growing grain. The situa
tion was so appalling that the govern- 

to have been paralyed by

I

was
most

i
ment seems 
the horror of it.

At any rate there is no record of any 
relief measures having been adopted or 

In 1780-83 the Kamatikeven proposed, 
suffered from a famine which- was the di
rect result of the ravages of Haidar All s 
army. On this occasion a public subscrip
tion was organised by the Madras Gav- 
ernment and the resulting fund became 
the nuclue of the present “Monegar 
Chonltri,” a permanent institution for the 
relief of the native poor. Ten years later 
another famine occurred in the Madras 
Province, and it is especially notable 
being the first occasion 
emment adopted the practice of exten
sively employing the population of famine 
districts on public works as a means of 
relief

THE WATER SUPPLY.

Let us take a cursory view of the coun
try prepatory to considering the factors 
that influence the food supply. Along the 
north stretch the eternal ramparts of the 
Himalayas dividing India from the cen
tral plateau of Asia. The higher elevations 
of the huge range are perpetually snow- 

never failing

of India iacan
asANCIENT FAMINES which the gov-on

To reach a just conception of what the 
British have done towards the reduction 
and alleviation of famine one must go 
back through a few centuries in the his
tory of the country. He will learn that 4 
the famines of latter days — ghastly as 
their story is — are incomparable to the 
terrible havoc wrought by the failure of 
crops in olden times. Then thousands 

If you suffer from bleeding, itch- die<i where ten died today. It was not
t nrntriidina Piles, send that the rulers were callous to the suffer-lng. blind or protruding nies benu^ of tbeir eubjectB but that the means

your address, and 1 will tell you o{ relief were so much leas effective than
re riire vourself at home by the now. They had in the old days to rely 

how to cure yoursen at nom y internal supplies. There were no
absorption treatment; ana win Bteamer_borne cargoes to alleviate their

Indeed the outer world knew

clad and from them 
streams that go to feed the large nvers 
which water the Great North Indian

run
acx.v-x. It was thus in later years that 
the Buckingham Canal was constructed.

meansPILES CURED at HOME by 
New Absorption Method Deafness Cannot be Çured

by local applications, as they cannot reach 
the diseased portion of the ear. There la only 
one way to cure deafness, and that Is by 
constitutional remedies. Deafness is caused 
by an inflamed condition of the mucous 
lining of the Eustachian Tube. When this 
tube is Inflamed you have a rumbling sound 
or imperfect hearing, and when it is entirely 
closed. Deafness is the result, and unless 
the inflammation can be taken out and this 
tube restored to Its normal condition, hear- 
lng will be destroyed forever; nine cases out 
of ten are caused by Catarrh, which is noth
ing but an inflamed condition df the mu
cous surfaces.

We will give One Hundred Dollars for any 
case of Deafness (caused by catarrh) that 
cannot be cured by Hall's Catarrh Cure. 
Send for circulars, free. _ , .

F. J. tiHENEY. & CO., Toledo,, O.
Sold by Druggists, 76c.
Take Hall's Family

m

me

new
also send some of this home treat
ment free for trial, with references 
from your own locality if requested. 
Immediate relief and permanent 
cure assured. Send no money, but 
tell others of this offer. Write to
day to Mrs. M. Summers, Box 

P. 71, Windsor, Ont.

distress. ----
nothing about it. Hundreds of thousands 
disappeared from the face of the earth 
without any fuss. Large sections of ter
ritory were depopulated and their former 
inhabitants speedily forgotten. When the 
crops of a province failed it might by 
payment—secure relief from its neighbors 
if they "were in a better position, but if 
the shortage was wide-spread only the 

"'■"X, edges of the stricken area might EqflS for ,

ci es.

PUls tqr constipation.
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