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T - , ‘
he Union ot England and  Scotland.*

OST students of English history and politics are fully
ern and“:"}?!‘e of the impqrtance of the union of the north-
ew of ug he southern }{mgdoms unde'r. Queen Anne ; l?ut
Were mage g've any notion of the 'ma,mfold attempts which
Which had ¢ efore this was accomplished, or of the difficulties
Written w't?hbe surmounted. The goodly vulume ‘before us,
not only f:l“ c;or.nplete l'mowledge of. the incidents, is
eading, ot information, but furnishes very pleasant
w”e(l)l":lritl‘zad_ers are, of course, aware that the.kingdoms
than a(:ex?t under one ruler (James I, A.D. 1603) for more
AD, 1707 u_ry before the parliaments were umte(‘i (Anne,
wv&ntaoé)", and few can now doubt that both unions were
88 we tl?i 01:15 to both co.untrles. Many, even of those who,
and, ]iken t’} very unwisely counselled Home Rule for Ire-
no fihou " lef late Professgr Freeman for exa_.mple, }_md
Scotland_g of recommending a separate parliament for

It wou

cherig) Id probably be offensive to Scotchmen who

éotl}(’iet;n'emory of the heroic period of Scottish ‘hisrm'y,
the blc‘-t Egiw:u'd I had been among the first to per-
%0 kingdo eneﬁElal consequences of a union bf:tW(sen the
pix Inet.g ms. Yet this must be conceded, even if we regret

h()ds and i . ) . . 5 .
mdependenc’e_ d if we sympathize with the Scottish love of

Ceive

Hen?;m‘??;mg of the same view was apparently taken by
m“‘"’iage ¢ A\ lnex} some of the Nobility objected to the
groung hh~0 ‘the ) Princess Margaret to James IV., on the
 firgs ogt:}l)t; might mim'ke England a dependent on Scotland,
&3 woylq ft ¢ Tudor Kings sagaciously remarked that the
the great ollow the greater ; and this was fulfilled when
hecame ] grandson of Margaret Tudor, James VI. of Scotland
of the U&frles IL of England, and London became the capital
* Vhited Kingdom.
liumen&h‘:es L immediately perceived the advantages of par-
the termr.y union, M‘l(} had a commission appointed to arrange
in te]liy “S"d condmons.. He very nearly sqc;(':eeded ; and
g clea,p]g tl'lxe story _of th\_s _ende_avogr, Dr. McKianon shows
Part they e practhal difficulties, in the way. For the most
haq logt,y consisted in the clashing of interests. Edinburgh
ep P&rli;er court—a heavy financial loss ; and to part with
More: llnfent would involve still further detriment to her
haq ¢, ! Interests. To meet these difficulties, privileges
to b in'e conceded to the Northern Kingdom which seemed
8roge w]‘i“;]ous to the Southern. Disputes and animosities
Which re\f were put to rest only by the Act of Union, but
In the volwed even after that event. The story is weil told
US—fipgt :Lne before us ; and two reflections are forced upon
"0Ve,rs e numb.er of plots and counterplots to which this
ory can g’ gave rise, and secondly, the fact that such a
© made interesting.

ide k? Ny :‘hb“ef period indeed these oppositions were brushed
Dunb&f . © strong hand of Cromwell ; but the time between
s(’lidate n_d the _Pronecbor’s death was not sufficient to con-
Beithe, hi ¢ policy ; and the men of the Restoration had
18 wisdom nor his strength.
beay :: a“tho_l‘ takes up every incident of interest that
%mment};on his subject in the subsequent reigns, and
3Vourg}y) upon the bloody tragedy of Glencoe in a spirit less
€ to Dutch William than that of Macaulay.

llggeq °re was a good deal of opposition at the last. It was
Atliame Y the _opponents of the measure in the English
llame nt t"ha:t it had been forced through the Scottish Par-
It as Y bribery within, and by violence without doors.
Seoty n Sd that such an Act would put the Church of
t‘_’ the rOH' a level with the English Church. Some objected
Ted thgoeclplt&ncy with which the measure was being car-
. aough. But this kind of thing is always said in such
mﬂjorit 1t was now little heeded. The Bill passed by a
I"Pds g-t?f 158 in the Commons, and was returned from the
1thout amendment. The writer continues his story

¢ ge € two rebellions down to the time when the Union
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Recent Iiction.®

IN “A London Legend ” Mr. Justin Huntly McCarthy has
made a great step in advance of his former work. This
present production of his pen is both original and interesting
and free from the faults of Mr. McCarthy’s earlier writings.
Candida Knox is a charming heroine, if a somewhat unusual
one, as the following description of her boudoir testifies :

¢ A deep niche by the window was fitted with shelves and filled
with books. Swift always looked at books at any time; naturally,
now he looked at these with a livelier curiosity. It was not a very
large library ; it might not have served the turn of a scholar, but for
a girl living alone it was a collection of oddly-allied companions,
Swift smiled approval upon Goethe and Schiller, upon Richter and
Heine. He had learned already that Candida knew German, and
knew 1t better than he, for all his practice in the translation of dreary
scholars. The smile faded a little as his glance fell upon a set of vol-
umes of Schopenhauer’s writings, but reasserted itself as he caught
sight of Fitzgerald’s translation of Omar Khayyam. As his waze
travelled from shelf to shelf, the expression of his face varied a good
deal—varied in shades of surprise, for the collection was mixed, be-
wilderingly mixed. ¢ Grimm’s Fairy Tales’ came next to ¢ La Cou-
sine Bette ’; a row of Ibsen's plays in German flanked several volumes
of the Klizabethan dramatists ; Carlyle’s ¢ French Revolution’ follow-
ed the * Saga of Grettir the Strong’: * The Origin of Species ' ranged
with ¢ Virginibus Pucrisque’ and < Memories and Portraits '; Hans
Andersen’s stories shouldered a row of Labiche’s plays, Pater’s
¢ Renaissance ’ stood next to Lane’s ¢ Arabian Nights’; and Symonds’
two volumes on ‘ The Greek TPoets’ shouldered ©La Reine Margot,’
¢ La Dame de Montsoreau,” and ¢ Les Quarante-Cing.’

It certainly was a curious collection. He had been prepared
to find, as he did find, 'l'ennyson anid Shakespeare Matthew Arnold
and Moliere, Dante, and even Petrarch: Don Quixote-—though the
fact that this was in Shelton’s translation did a little astonish him—
and Scott, Wordsworth and Shelley, Keats and Byron. He was less
prepared to find, as he did find, Ronsard and Clement Marot, Charles
D)'Orleans and Villon, Rossetti and Chaucer, Waltler von der Vogel-
weide and the Romanceiro, - The Song of the Sword * and ¢ Letters to
Dead Authors.’ ¢ Poems and Ballads,’ and ¢ The Subjection of Wo-
men,’ some volumes of Herbert Spencer and some volumesof Paul
Verlaine, the ¢ Morte d’Arthur” and * Les Fleurs du Mal’

¢« What an amazing collection !’ he said to himself.”

If any young woman among our readers can claim this
list of current literature as her own she may have a bril-
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