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And more than five members having risen:

• (1200)

• (1150)

Some hon. Members: Question.

Some hon. Members: Yea.

• (1220)

Mr. Speaker: I declare the amendment lost.
The Acting Speaker (Mr. Turner): In my opinion the nays 

have it.
[Mr. Dionne (Kamouraska).]

VEnglish^
The Acting Speaker (Mr. Turner): Is the House ready for 

the question?

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Turner): Call in the members.
The House divided on the motion (Mr. Knowles, Winnipeg 

North Centre) which was negatived on the following division:

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Turner): The question is on the 
amendment in the name of the hon. member for Winnipeg 
North Centre (Mr. Knowles). All those in favour of the 
amendment will please say yea.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Turner): All those against will 
please say nay.

Some hon. Members: Nay.
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Employment and Immigration 
suggestions to the government. Here is the last sentence of 
their brief:

In Canada, 60 per cent of the poor are working, without being able to earn a 
decent living.

One can see that in addition, working conditions are 
difficult.

In a society which distributes a large part of its wealth on the basis of work, 
the plight of low-wage earners is shocking and unjustifiable. The latter have 
been deceived by work ethics and deprived of minimum fringe benefits and 
working conditions which most Canadians now consider as a right.

The kind of legislation now before us is not likely to improve 
the lot of those people. As long as they have the opportunity to 
work, their wages are not even adequate and they cannot draw 
unemployment insurance benefits whenever they are unem­
ployed. It must be kept in mind that since their wages are not 
very high, the rate of their benefits are not either.

In the Montreal La Presse of Tuesday June 14, an article 
dealing with the brief I have just quoted reads as follows:

In a society which distributes a large part of its wealth on the basis of work, 
the council added, the plight of the poor is both terrible and inexcusable.

To meet the problems of low income people, the very first thing to do would be 
to develop a plan under which they would at least be garanteed an income at the 
poverty line. This is the very first step to take.

It is unfortunate that a real guaranteed income program, a 
real legislation which would ensure a guaranteed income to 
everybody, has not been brought forward in Parliament. We 
have heard about it for ten years and even more, and the 
Minister of National Health and Welfare, (Mr. Lalonde) has 
occasionally put forward specific proposals which he intends to 
implement. This is a step in the right direction, but it is far 
from being a real legislation on guaranteed income which 
should be enforced in a country such as ours, which likes to 
distribute its wealth around the world—and I have no objec­
tion to it, I am quite willing to help those who face difficulties. 
But we, Canadians, should be clever enough to provide all 
Canadians with a standard of living that will enable them to 
look forward to the future with enough assurance.
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