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in the past in a business ·that is likely to within a very few vyears sch linstitutions
prove unprofitable to the people who bave miust come to an end. and i hope the 1-ouse
identified thentselves with ihese societies. .will put its foot down so as to prevent in-
and we are trying to provide a remedy. 1s .corporation of societies by the Dominuion
it a desirable thing to go back to a condi- · to provide life insurance, unless they pos-
·tion of affairs that we now condemn ? sess financial balcking whicli wll enable
Would it not be far better for niemibers of tlhem to carry out and fultil iheir obliga-
the House to be governed by -the opinion of lions. It miay be said that the action sug-
the actuaries of the departient in this par- gested will prove a great hardship to this in-
tieular case rather lian oppose the provision stitution now uvnider consideratiou. It wiil
to esta.blish insurance in connection with lnot he a hardsiîp. On the contrary, it will
these benevolent societies on a surer tinancial be a benielit. for tley eau no longer induce,
basis. and insist that all companies securing . will nîot use the word entrap. people to
Dominion charters ust comle up to iat join thlIe sociely to obt.ain a thousand dollars
standard ? It is very easy to say that the w hen they eau practically only calculate on
Government intend tol iring uin a greneral! paying live lundred. The institution can
Bill to regulate these beevolent institu- îtill go on and do business uder its provin-
tions. Wlhen ithe Governient realizes tat elial charter as in days gone by, but it viii
over half a million iembers are interested not have the stamp and imprimatur of the
in these societies. tlat it is not very easy . Dominion Governmuet. These societes vill
to br)ing in a Bill vithout giving great of- not be ahle to say. as no doubt lias been
fence. they will hesitate about bringing a; done in days gone by. that they have a
measure which would have the effect of i icense fron Ihe Dominion, and that means

existing ra tes. The Government smething to the iinds of ordinary men.
have already adopted tiiese mceîasures in the Tol those familiar with legisative miatters.
case of the Ancienit Order of Foresters, and i Lt does not couvey very mucli, for sucli
they have established a precedeut in lthalt len know hiow litile it means by a Do-
caae : and it would lie wise to insist tiat! minion charter. but by obtaining such char-
after lis time all societies obtaiing Do- TIr people ire led to believe ihat tleir in-
minion charters. shal at least subiit to the teress are absoluely secure. i-tait theG
rates îlaid down for tie Ancient Order of ernent are looking over these organizations
Foresters to mnake tiien absolutely safe. and are watching the provisions inade to
Those who contend tiat Ihe Goveriment carry <ut thecompany's obligations, when
are properly insisting on raising the raies j nothing can be further from the la-. What
so as to make the institution safe, will be 'e desire above everything else is to Pro-
met w-ithî hlie reply 1hiat other societies are teet our familles. and if we remuove all ie
doing business it halfi the rates. and there- safeguards we are unable to do so. I trust.
fore those societies will secnre aIll the new iîitherefore. the House will stand by the ae-
members while tiey do not get any. W tuaries of thle department. and unless the
cnnot help tis. ai are we going to throw I hon. genileman colsets to adopt the am1end-
aniy obstailes in the vay of these societies iiments. whie iwere praeticilly enforced on
being i.)rought up to the basis which iie the Order of Foresters. and probably not
actuairies of the department consider sfe.uwilling-0ly on their part. the Bill should be
and at ilie saie time allow otier societies pernlitted to stand over till another year;
to do business at half rates ? I regard all and if the Government bring in a general
1hiese benevolent societies. unless i-hei Act. which they clai they will be prepared
change tiheir methods. as absolutely unsafe. to do. and whicli probably they wish to do
and it is necessary they should . be placed witlout recognizing the difficulty and hos-
uîder Government control. I look witli dread tility it willi meet with and the serious con-
oni the fiact that after laving establislied a steqiiences tlimt will result from an inter-
precedent. the next application should result ference withi the business of 500,000 or 600,-
inthe Hlouse falling back on the old methods )00 ratepayers. tien this Bill may be pro-
adopted and returning to the old rates, a
course of action wiîich is bound to lefd to
disaster. Many of ihe societies have failed
because they have been doing insurance
by taking five cents where ithey promised
to pay ten cents, and it is impos-
sible to manage business successfully
on such a basis. Hampered as these
histitutions are by brotherly love and
friendly feeling. probably the medical ex-
amination is not so rigorous as -that of other
life insurance societies, and it is only by
inposing reasonable rates that the Insurance
ca n hope to be paid when death overtakes
one of the members. I take it that imme-
diate claims will certainly be paid, but that
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eeeded with. in the meantiine these coin-
panies, which are endeavouring to secure
iusiness aJt one-hlalf rates as compared
with those of other companies, are bound to
come to grief. 'I understand that a!ready
some of these institutions are takIng steps
to increase their annual assessment so as
to make them more safe than they are now,
but until they come up to the standard fixed
hy the Governnent with respect to the
Ancient Order of Foresters, and whicli as
forced on that order a few days ago, this
resulit will not be obtained. We have estab-
lished the precednt :-hat all the institutions
should come up to the standard. If -we de-
part from it now, we may as well open the


