he special and popus
owing vested pony
sand, Belgian and

Petticoats, $5

brocadcd satin, in such
. grey, gold, new blues
s e gained from the
inished. with a- narrow
hes. Very model'atoly

at $1.98.

br and design are thess
T'hey are cut full, with
loose-fitting or close-
pautifully embroidered.
In. and Alice biue, Spe-

h to Share

ul

vecials

bes. Per dozen, $3.50.
ial value today at $1.6
1 damask borders., Per

ch, be,
value today, per yard.

"0

i

triped effects inches

plain, bordered and all*

Cut Glass®

Heavy Clear Cut
* and Cream Sets.
gn. Regular $3.75.
the pair, $2.95.
Today, each, $2.96.

ent

Bal"gains’ i

Cllothes Dryer, with
arms, each 24 inches

e,‘ Brooms, Brushes,
lish Mops.

ns, four-string,
2 Today, 69c.
ns.  with
-eable brush for
Today, 59c

Polish Mop and a Bot-
§9c—A good size polish
ng -and polishing hard-
noleum, - oilcloths, etec.

ng handilé and bottle

o «}, 69¢

mopping floors,

, long handle, 39¢.

Pails, mme-ssned.
size, Today, 98C

a very rellable

v attractive price. 1-W

19¢; 2-1b. cans, toduy.

Company
' Lc:mmuced

. ‘eharges made against Miss

‘_ presented by anybody.
“ information before?

" Held retired before we gave our ver-

) dim sq {o do,

HOUSE SPACEFORRENT

BAY STREET
mo.’r‘ and baumont, connlnlng
and square feet. Freight and
r elevator; steam heating. Wil
r flve years. Apply
H., WILLIAMS & oo 3400

035-— Falr, with moderate temperature,

LLIED OFFE

Jnn19—18001

Sontte Readlng Room
SENATEPOOTTAWA

NdLy

RYRIE BUILDING
Comner Yonge and Shuter Streets

36 King Street East.

, Desirable office—Single or en suite,
¢ e—Apply—
H. H. WILLIAMS & CO.
Main 5480,

e
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\R BELIEVED IM

TWO cerm

INENT

eavy Losses of Submarines Have Been Sustained By Cermany

JSTEES DECIDE
m INESTIGATION
INTO HELD GASE

auef lnspector Cowley to
" Conduct It, if Minister of
y © Education Approves.

i

"MANYLEFTMEETING

But Quorum Waa Not Broken
and They Hurried Back

Ing:)?oom.

'tf the minister: of education ap-

ves, Chief Inspector Cowley of the
board of education will conduct an
investigation under oath Into the
Frieda .
school teacher, |

Held, the Carlton
whose resignation has aroused so\
much discussion. This was decided |
by a unanimous vote at the fmeetlngl
of the board last night. |
! Excitement ran high. The gallery |
and the floor space apportioned to |
isitors were crowded. Teachers and |

" other ‘riends of Miss Held were in |

the gallery, BeneatH the galiery sat, |
or stood, a deputation of residents of |
the Carlton school district, and also |
a deputation of teachers who were
present in Miss Held's behalf.

Trustee W. O. McTaggart, chairman |

_of the managément committee, asked |
permission to present as a matter -of |
privilege the .information given ac- |
cording to the shorthand notes at the1
investigation into charges made |
against Miss Held.

Dr. Noble, Mrs., Courtice, 8. Thomp-
son and Dr. Hunter protested against
a one-sided version of the investiga-
tion being given,

Dr. Hunter said it was two months
too late.

8. Thompson: The charges were not
on oath and the teacher was not re-

Dr. Noble:Why did you not give the

W. O. McTaggart: Because Miss

Evidence is Read.
" A motion by Trustee Edmunds, sec-
onded by Trustee Hodgson, that Trus-
"\tee  McTaggart read the - shorthand
notes was carried by 9 to b.

Dr. Noble let Mr. McTaggart give
“Mis information in writing to the sec-
getary to read to the board.

Trustee McTaggart, on being given
the floor, gave a review of the case.
H® said that the complaints in the
first instance were made to Dr. Hop-
kins, the then retiring chairman of
the management committee. On
his own appointment as chairman of
the committee he took the matter up.
There were two points brought up.
Miss Held’'s environment and her
statements, It was stated that her
father was a German who did not

become - mnaturalized until  after |
the war began and that her|
brother secured exemption on account |
~of his teing the son of a German who
was born in Germany. Miss Held‘
sald that she could not consistently|
teach the golden rule and ' at tho'
same time the second verse of the
National Anthem

Affidavits had been made by two
teachers yesterday which charged
that at ‘the time the Military Service
Act went into force,, Miss Held
“manifested her antagonism to com-
pulsory service, and said she would
disown her brother if he enlisted.
The affidavits were by Miss O. Kyle
and Miss G. Kirkwood,

Rev. J. Robinson, W. G. Coulter
and W, E. Dyer, residents of the
Carltop School distriot and Prinecipal
Fraser briefly spoke Miss teld's
behalf. e

Dr,' Noble asked for the affidiivits
10 be laid on the toble to become the
property of the board. He wanted “the
original affidavits,”

Trustee MceThggart said he would
glve copies, Hbut would hold the ori-
kinalg for tne protedtiun of those “ho
made them.

At 11.30 several of the opponents of
Miss Held’s reappointment left the
board room, expecting that this would
break the quorum.  Upon hearing the
sound of a count of the members they
hurried back, and attempted to secure
an adjournment. The motion to ad-

_ Journ was voted down and Dr. Noble,
under the head of general business,
brought up the Held case by asking
that .the letter containing the solici-
tor's opinion be read. :

After the secretary had read the
letter which expressed a doubt as to
the legality of Miss Held's appoint-
ment, Dr. Noble moved for a public
investigation under oath by the chief
inspector,

Trustee
this was
statutes.

Dr. Hopkins, altho one of ‘the
Strongest opponents at the last meet-
ing of Miss Held's reappointment,
came to Dr. Noble's assistance und‘
Mmade an appeal to the trustees to get
together so that there should be “jus- |
tice and square dealing.” He was |
willing with that object to support |
Steps being taken to secure an im-
bartial investigation. |

The appeal was assented to by all |
the members.

- Dr. Noble accordingly
ended by Dr. Hopkins, that Chief In-
Spector Cowley be instructed to in-
vestigate forthwith, the matter re
Miss Trieda Held, in public, exam-
ing witnesses under oath, provided
the minister of education authorizes

The motion carried.

in

that
the

McTaggart argued
not authorized by

moved, sec-

CANADA’S NET DEBT
IS $1,010,780,470

Shows an Increase of Over Thirteen
© Million Durmg February.

Ottawa, March 7. — Canada’s net
debt stood at $1,010,780,470 on Feb.
28, an increase during February of
$13,251,263. The total gross debt of
the Dominion on Feb., 28 was $1,996,-
ggs.ass. Total assets were $985,612,-

War expenditure during Fetruary
declined as compared with the figure
for the wame meonth last year. Last
month it was $19,494,711; in Febru-
ary, 19017, it was 823,285.988. Total
war expenditure for the 11 months’
period to the end of February was
$207,849,726,

Revenues show an increase. In
February, 1918, the revenue was $21,-
225,872, as compared with $17,513,473
in February of last year. Expendi-
tures on account of consolidated fund
was $11,323,497 in February of the
present year, in comparison ‘with
$12,681,954 in February, 1917.

MURDER AND AOBBERY

NFE N DETROT

Five Victims, Some of Whom
Will Die, in Past Twenty-
" Four Hours.

BANDIT IN LIMOUSINE

Shoots Man Thru the Head, Robs
Cash Register and Es-
capes Unidentified.

Deitrojt

the leg by an unknown motorist,

street bound, gagged and robbed, and
left with his skull fractured, mgy die;

his skull fractured, will die; and one

makes up Detroit's crime total for the
past 24 hours.

| The latest and most novel crime on |
the Hst was the probable fatal shoot-

ing of Willlam C. Hume, 55 years old,
whho conducts an oil station on Sec-
ond avenue. He was shot thru ‘the

{head at 6 o'clock tonight by a bandit

who drove up in a black limousine,
and fired at Hume point blank., A
colored chauffeur was at the wheel of
the limousine, while another white
man remained inside the tonneau.

The bandit, afiter firing the single
shot, robbed the cash register of $52
and quickly drove away. No one
caught the license number on the auto-
mobile and except thaf it had white
curtains, the police have no descrip-
tion. Hume was removed to the re-
ceiving hospital where his condition is
critical.

CHARGED WITH MURDER

St. Catharines Woman, Meother
Dead Child, Arrested With

Her Father.

ot

St. Catharines,  March 7.—As

sult of the inquest tonight upoh the

MORE SUBMARIES
15T N ECENBER
THAN TURED LT

Allied Counter - Campaign
Hits German Navy Hardest
Blow Yet.

COUP ABOUT TO COME

Large Force of New Destroy-
ers Will Soon Kill U-Boat

Menace.

Washington, March 7.—More wub-
marines were destrdyed by the ailied
and American naval forces in De-
cember than Germany was able to
build during that month, according
to inormation reaching Washington.

Whether succeeding months have
shown a net loss in German wubtma-
rines is not known here. It is be-
lived, however, that the anti-subma-
rine campaign has proved so effec-
tive that increased efforts this spring
will see a steady decrease in the
number of U-boats available to prey
on allied and American shipping.

, American naval officials appear to

) Mich., March 7.—One man ! vesgels of various types, appliances
shot thru the head and probably fat- !and devices to make them more ef-
ally wounded; » {

S PPN offiqer- stiot i | the increased skill of navy personnel

an! are among the things upon
aged night clerk in a hotel on Fort |they count.

rvise and build the weapons, but they
| are beginning to

a man found lying in the street with j g
| war
man seriously stabbed in a street fight |

a re- |

body of the infant found last evening | j SRR
{ morning says .

on a pile of brush near the northern

boundary of the city, Mrs. Ethel Car-
penter, the mother of the child, ana
her father, Felix Goodwin, with whom
she resided, are tonight charged, .the
former with murder, and the latter
with endeavoring to conceal the crime.

The jury found that on February 1
the mother caused death by strangu-
lation and afterwards placed the body
in a suitcase,” the suitcase being
later given to her father, who.disposed
of its contents by attempting to burn
it.

Mprs. Clara Thompson, who .occupies
a portion of the Gocdwin house, told

of having received the suitcase from |

Ethel Canpenter before being taken to
the hospital.

T0 CUT PRODUCTION

OF PLEASURE CARS

| charging their: cargoes

Automobile = Manufacturers
Will Reduce Output: by
Thirty Per Cent.

New York, March 7.—Production of

pleasure automobiles will be cut 30 per | snd
:

cent., during the present fiscal year as
a war measure, according to a deci-
sion reached here today by the Na-
tional Automobile Chamber
merce. The reduction
entire uncompleted
vear,

In a statement issued it was
that representatives of some of the
largest manufacturing concerns were

applies

schedule for the

| summoned to Washington recently by

the war industries board and the fuel
administration to discuss theg .situa-
tion.

. “The arrangement for a curtailment
of production,” the statement con-
tinues,” is entirely satisfactory to the
war industries board, the fuel admin-
istration and the manufacturers them-
selves, permitting the latter to adjust
their affairs to meet the governmeént
program without unnecessary business
and financial disturbances.”

Weapans Forthcoming.

!be satisfled that the weapons Wwith
! which they expect to crush finally
‘the submarine menace are forthcom-
ing. Increased numbers of patrol

fective against underwater craft and

which
It has taken time to de-
become available
When the United States entered the
the navy contributed promptly
all that it had‘ available to join in the
gubmarine hunt. Vice-admiral Sims’
destroyer forces have:constituted only
the advance guard of what the Am-
erican navy planned to furnish for
the fight.
Real Contribution Now:.

Now America’s real contribution to
the naval warfare is about to be
felt. With every passing week, the
strength of the force will grow, for
it .is embodied in the most extensive
construction program ever under-
taken.

must be added to the patrol
gradually as they are completed.
Therefore no sudden faliing off of
tonnage losses is to he expected. It

| bishop of York, expresse.

| fact that the ecry whi

| shipped from a Boston factory for

The new destroyers and other craft |
fleets |

| has been stated puhblicly by high Bri-
tieh naval authorities, however,
next August wil gshow beyond ques-

come. There are
are hopefiul that
be apparent before that,
early as May or Junc.

Eighteen American Divisions

To Occupy Sector of Front |

York, Mnr(h 7
despatch from

—-An Associated |

Washington

New
I'ress

method ot
France, the

Based upon the three-line
trench warfare evolved in
war department, it was learned
has approved plan of organization
which fixes si¥ divisions as the strength|
of an army Corps.

Three or more corps will constitute a
field army, and

ganjzation of the first field army
France in the shortest possible time,
give General Pershing the stre: xm‘l
hold a fully “Americanized” gector
the front.

U. S. Authorities in Dispute
With Spain Over Shipping

of

Gulfport, Tex. \Lmh 7.—Three Span-
ish steamers loaded with general .cargo
for FEuropean ports, and which were
granted fuel coal licenses yesterday by
the war exports board after being held
up for many ‘weeks, still were at their
piers tonight, having been ordered by
the Spanish consul to remain in port,

The authorities said’ the consul refused
to allow the vessels to sall unless it was
agreed they return ‘to Spaln after dis-
in Europe, He

| claimed the sailors in the crews were

|

of Com- |
to the|

under contract to be returned to Spain.

Threatening Letter is Sent
To One Member of Tribunal

Taking the “bhckhfmd" idea as an

| inspiration some party in Toronto Mili- |
under the heading |

Death | nouncement

District has,
authority of *“The Black
Battalion of Conscripts,” sent an ex-
tremely threatening letter to one of
the exemption tribunal members
the northern part of the district.
letter, among other threats,

tary

The
declares

| the tribunal member will be killed be-

| fere
said |

|
|

the “Black Death
leaves Canada. The authorities
the matter is a serious one,
they intend to take action.

CHRISTY ENGLISH HATS.

state
and that

M'I‘.u famous made-in- |

London Christy hats m‘
complete stock at |
' Dineen’s. The best I
—' quality. and most styl-
ish blocks for spring,
1918, Dineen's, corner

Yonge and Temperance
streets.

that E

1
tion that the U-boats have been over- |
officials here who |
decided results wm‘
perhaps aﬁu

ileglslauon favoring farmers and la-

this |

in | e
{also of trade and shipping
i and

Battalion” |

WE WANT SHIPS,-SHIPS;
STILL MORE SHIPS

Archbishop of York Makes Otrong
Appeal tb New York Chamber.
f Commerce,

New York, March 7.—In appealing
today to the New York Chamber of
Commerce to use all its resources to
help Great Britain win the war the
Most Rev. Cosmg Gordon Lang, Arch-
the &onvic-

that: “Inevitable
which it may appear
some difference of ou
our country and yours
allowed  to stand in th

"I know,"

fighting as strong as can,
the grasp of a. hand§stronger and
fresher than his own,

“It would be idle g, disguise the

comes to us
is the same—ships, mbre ships, and
still more ships.” !

¥

Find Ground-Glass in Candy
For American Naval Station

Pensacola, Fla., ‘March 7.~Discovery of
ground- glans in 200 pounds of cand)
use o
the naval aviation station ' near heret
caused the supply to be held up toddy for
further investigation. J, W. Holljfield,
a traveling salesman, was made ill by
eating some of the candy, and Dr. ¥, A,
Brink of ‘the state bacteriological lahora-
tory, after making an analysis of two
dozen packhges, stated he found ground-
glass, The govérnment has - instituted
proceedings to cenfiscate the shipment

Further Delay Occurs

* In British Empire Order List|

Canadian Associated Press Cable,

London, March 7.-—It ig understcod‘
that another "postpoement .has oc- |
curred in the announcement of the|
Dominion recipiénts ¢f the new order !
of the British Empire. R The list was |
to have been published on March 1.[
but the date of its pearance is still
uncertain. It is undérstood that there
will eventually be abbut 300 Canadian
recipients, ' in additign ‘to abon: 50
whoge names have.@rcady heen pub-
lished in the mgd 1 list issued In
January. !

Submarine Forceg Spaniard
To Cargo Into Sea |

Madrid. March ‘h«—"‘ A German sub- |

| marine stopped the Spanish steamer |

Willa Nueva. The captain was com—l
pelled to throw into the sea his eargo, |
which the German submarine captain |
considered contraband. The su‘bmnrinel
then quickly disappeared.

U.S. NATIONALISTS
ADOPT PL PLATFORM

New Party Wants Freedom of |
Seas and World
Republic.

|

|
|

I stating in better language
! nature of those ideals than your presi-

Chicago, Mar¢h 7.—~Equal suffrage,
nation-wide prohibition and radical

korers, are the chief planks of the |
platform of the national party, adopt-
ed here today at a convention at-
tended by about 200 delegates, 100 of
whom are bolters from the prohibi-
tion party.
Limitation o?

immigration, short-

today, | ening of working hours, government

insurance, more rigorous inispection |
©of factories and working places, ade-

| quate enforcement of child labor laws
!are some of the things urged in ‘the
the immediate purpose|
of the department is to complete the o;" {
n
m5
to|

labor plank.

Much of the platform also is de- |
voted to the question of internation-l
al democracy. The platform declares
that the party recognizes that the
republic of the world is the goal .or}
international political development, 1
and urges abolition of secret diplo-
macy, freedom of the seas and abo- |
lition of oprohibitive or discrimina-1
tory tariffs or taxes upon trade and | .
commerce, Foreign investments must
bear their own risks, another plank
demands.

FINLAND BECOMES
GERMANY'S VASSAL

-

Makes Peace Subject
Enemy Supervision of
Relations.

to|

|
|
|
|
March 7.—Official ‘
in Berlin to- |,
day of the signing of a peace treaty
between Germany and’ Finland, and

agreements |
The |

Amsterdam,
was made

an- |

a supplementagy protocol.
treaty was signed at noon toddyv.
Finland, by the conditions of the |
treaty, agrees to cede no territory nor
grant territorial rights to any foreign

| power without the previous consent of
| Germany,
| herself
| Finland's

who undertakes to
secure the recognition
independence by alil

exert |
of |
the !

to

powers, .

Each party renounces compensation;
for war costs or damages. \egotu-'
tions will start forthwith for a trade |
and shipping treaty. The fortifica- |
tions of the Aland Islands will be re- |
moved as speedily as possible, and re- |
gulations will be adopted for the per-
manent non-fortification of the
islands.

| Wus

| conquerad,
! spoken
| upon

| ¢ef sympathy
( lished between the United States and

 Britain
| that your

| ple, their ‘love for
| and

| the moral

{ Verdun front

| red

| Wood

GERMAN OFFENSIVE IN WEST
MAY NEVER BE UNDERTAKEN

THOSE WHO ARE IN THE RUNNING
FOR THE ONTARIO SENATORSHIPS

Announcement in Regard to Filling the Two Vacancies

Will Be Made Before the House Meets.

tically certain.

Ottawa, March 7.—It is stated that mothing definite has yet
been decided in regard to the filling of the two Ontario vacancies
in the senate, but that announcement of the appointnients will be
‘made before the house meets on March 18,

The appointment of a journalist to succeed the late Sir Mac- ]
kenzie Bowell has been suggested, the names mentioned including
Sir John Willison of Toronto, and J. G. Elliott of Kingston.
believed to be in the running include John Webster, ex-member for
Brockville; C. J. Thornton, who represented Durham in parliament
from 1908 to 1917; Col. W. R. Smythe, ex-member for Algoma East,
who took -a forestry battalion overseas;
prominent business man and former mayor of Port Hope.
Mulholland’s appointment is looked upon: by many as being prac-

Others

and Col. Mulholland, a.

Col.

i

BRITAIN STAKES ALL
IN WAR OF LIBERTY

'Lord Reading Pays Tributé

to American Determin-
ation to Win.

PRAISE FOR PRESIDENT
Wllson s Addresses

Europe . to Continue
Gigantic Struggle.

New York, March 7.—A high tribute

tc Prasident Wilsoa was paid by Earl
Reading, British ambassador, in an
&ddreys which he made here today in
{the pregence of 1200 members.  of tie
Merchants’ .z}ssocia,tion, which gave il
luncheon at Which he was the guest of
Lionor.

Asserting thut ha doubted whether it
was realized in Earope how  signal
the moral force in this country
in the prosccution of war for liberiy
and "a higher moral efevation for
humanity,” Earl Reading said:

“No humen being has the faculty
the

of
troe

tent, who speaks. for you, We in
Europe have learned to look to those

\ words of his and o cherigh them as ra-

preserting to us the upalterable Jdeter-
mination of America, once it has com-
menced to war in vindication of rigit,
never to sheathe the sword until it has
We know that the words
by your president are words
which we can build, We do.
They are messages of hope and com-~

| fort to us.”

Earl Reading dwelt upon the bond

which ad been estab-

Great Britain as the result of the de-
sire on th2 part of both nations ‘“to
attain a higher moral elevation for
humanity.”?- He told, with evident
emotion, of the great sacrifices that
alrendy have been made by Great
and TFrance, adding, “I pray
sacrifices never will he as
great as oirs”
All Put in Struggle.

Earl Reading said that Great Britain

had put her all into the struggle—
treasure, labors and many lives—-and
that there could be only one resuit. the
iriumph of the allled causc. He oxtol-
led tue character of the American peo-
justice and liberty,
asserted that the United states,
“gpart from- all its great resources and
inspiration it has heen to
the allies, has .clarified our vision for
us.”

“Every man that you send over is
more than one American,” he con-
tinued. . “Fié is more than a soldier
going to the trenches; he is a messuga
from you to us ‘over there’ to
good cheer, to remember that, after all,
| there is a population of 110,000,000 be-

3 hind him.

“We realize that thisr war may not

| be; even from now, a short war.”

| French Repulse’ Germans

In Raids on Verdun Front

7—German raids on the

Paris, March
last night were repulsed

| by the French, the war office announces,
| The communication follows :

“Rather heavy artillery fighting occur-
the regions of Cormicy and
Rheims. Last night the Germans made
raids’ against our trenches at| Avocourt|
and northwest of Hill 344 (Verdun
front). Our fire everywhere checked the
sssallants, 'm(' prlsoner< lnvludln' an
officer, remained in our hands.

“dur lines were bombarded intermit-
tently today in the region of Avocourt
and north of Douaumont. At times there
was heavy artillery firing at various
points in Lorraine and Alsace,

“Cn Tuesday three German
were brought down by our
two by the fire of our
guns.”

OTTAWA EXCEEDED OBJ ECTlVE

in

airplanes
pilots,
anti-aircraft

Ottawa, Manch 7.—Ottawa’s patriotic
and Red Cross funds campaign closed

tonight with a total of $555,600 real- |

ized. The objective was $500,000,

Inspire |

e of,

and |

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
MAY BE CHANGED

Drs Noble Would Lengthen
Christmas Vacation Until
February.

ATTACK ON OFFICIAL

Superintendent Bishop and
His Department Are
Criticized.

At ,the hoard of education meeting
last might Truste¢ &. Thonmipson made
a speech in a severe arraignmeént of
Supt. Bishop of the building depart-

ment, for giving an alleged *prefer-
ence to a firm which he said, had
been shown to have cheat-
ed us out of thousands of dollars on
radiation.” The speech was in sup-
port of a motion favoring the ap-
pointing of two: plumbers and one
steam-fitter as a means of cutting
down the bills of “plundering plumb-
ers.’” He considered- the building de-
partmernt should be cleaned out this
year ‘from top to ottom, and he
would help to do it.
referred to the property committee.

Mns. A. C.
food shortage and the national call
for production, moved for an effort,
as soon as possible, to secure funds
for the appointment of an
supervisor, to co-operate with
teachers, pupils and parents,
ducing the best; possible yield
school and ho-me gardéns

the
pro-
of

ground . in connection with the ‘high
and pablic schools of Toronto.
that there was a Jlarge force of
teachers and forty or fifty thousand
boys and giris,

Dr. Noble said this would do raore
good than this pig business,

Mrs. Courtice proposed the aproint-
ment of a special committee to con-
sider new rlans of buildings and
methods of teaching housthold science
and manual training that would mee:
!LhP needs of the average home. This
l wns carried,

Dr. Noble mmwl a4 a fuel conserva-
ition plar ‘that Chrietmas holic: LYVS
should extend to the first day of Feh-
ruary, that Kaster holidays be apoligh-
ed excemt Good I'riday and that <um-
mer holidays do not commence until
Aug. 1. The motion Wwas referrsd to
the managemert comraitice,

A substantial American armv al-
ready is in the trenches on the west-
ern front, and Secretary
indicated that there may be at least
a million American ‘troops in France
during 1918.

MEXICO MENACES
‘BRITISH OIL WELLS

United States Will Act
Jointly in Protest to Mex-
ican Government.

|

Washington. March 7.—Mexico has
Peen requested by the American Gov-
ernmert to delay enforcement of and
| reconsider its decree of last Feh, 22

impesing hewvier taxes on 0il produc-
lers andl canceling oil
since April” 30, 1917. Roth
and English operators in the Mexican
fields have protested that the new tax
virtually ie confiscatory. As a large
| part of the oil supply
| naval forces comes from Mexico any
interruption of.the output would be a
serious obstacle in the conduct of the
war agaimst the central powers. Con-
sequently both the United States and
Great Britain regard the new decree
as a subject for diplomstic representa-
‘tion, particularly in wview of the re-
port that Mexican officilals are deter-
mined to enforce i1t immediately,

|

,Emmy is Outmatched

in Gun and Man

|
! ‘Power, and is Wait-

ﬁ)g to Oppose Spring
rive Soon to Be

“Started By Allies.

" Washington. March 7.

»

~Troops and

‘!uﬂplles for General Pershing's forces

are now moving to France on sche-
dule time. ' Transportation require-

/4 ments of the army are being met by

the shipping btoard, and the immedi-
ate situaltion as far as ships are con-
‘cerned is described as satis‘actory.

In view of this assurance that the
United States will be able to main-
tain its place as a fighting unit on
the baittle front, reports from the
western front are being scanned more
eagerly than ever by officers here
for the first signs of the 1918 cam-
paign. It is felt strongly that the :
opening of major operations in what
President Wilson has predicted will
prove the decisive year of the great
war will not be much longer delayed.

In previous years April has seen
offensive operations set in motion by
tgﬂ allies. For that reason many
officers here seem t5 anticipate raid-
ing and minor assaults before the
middle of next month, which will
show in themselves that the ground
is being mapped, in ‘ormation obtain-
ed and local strate®ic advantages es-
tablished by ome.side or the other in
preparatlon for a great effort.

Not Likely Before May.

To others it appears probable that
no offensive will be undertaken on
any considerable scale before May 1.
They formed that view on reports
that ‘the French offensive in 1916,
started in April] proved to be at least
two weeks too early. The guns and
transport could not be brought for-.
ward to consolidate - all the ground
which the troops were able to wrest
from German control. !

Meanwhile, during the last few days
there has been less discussion of a
German offensive on the western front.
There are observors here who have
never been convinced that the Ger-
mans actually intendeéd to attempt am

Paris.
concentration of German forces has
seemed a defensive rather than an of-
fensive step. They believé'that the
German general staff forsaw a great
allied effort this year and were move-
ing to offset it.
Allied Plans Secret.
While much has been said both of~
ficially and unofficially of an expect-
ed German: offensive, nothing as to
probable aggressive measures by the
allied forces has come over the cables,

S

The motion ‘was .
!tention because of the reiterated offi-

Courtice, in view |
» o the;outmutches the. Germans in gun and

expert |

Baker has|

leases made |
American |

of the PRritish |

This fact has attracted partiGular at-

cial declarations that the allled line
man-power, and in view of the for-
mation during the winter of the su-
preme war council designed to make
the warfare more aggressive on the
part of the allies and the United
States. i .

Mrs. Courtice pointed out that there N

were approxlmately 200 acres otl

i GRAND MASTER
|

4
|

|Elected by Orange Grand -
- Lodge in Succession to

H. C. Hocken, M.P.

Chatham,»March 7.—Officers of the
{ Grand Orange Lodge, Ontario West,
were elected at the closing session ‘of
the 59th annual meeting tonight as
follows: Grand master, Major Hartt,
M.I.A. Orillia; deputy G. M., Major
Donald Sharpe, M.L.A. Welland; as-
sociate D. G. M., A. A. Gray, Toronto;
grand chaplain, Rev. J. W. Hibbert,
Eggex; = secretary, W. M. Fitzgerald,
Toronto; treasurer, Jas. F. Harper,
Hamilton; lecturer, Norman F. John-
ston, Toronto; director of ceremonies,
Robert Martin, -Toronto; grand audi-
tors, W. H. Tayler, Aurora, John Bal-
ley, Windsor.

TO HELP FARMERS
Essex Grand Jury Brings in Recoms-
mendation to Conscript Aliens.

Windsor, Ont.,, March 7.—The grand
jury at the Essex County assizes in
Sandwich, following out o suggestion
from Mr, Justice Lennox, the presiding
judge, brought in a recommendation
having for its objact the question of
augmenting the help required by
farmers by conscripting all alien ene-
mies.

TWO BURNED TO DEATH

Father and Daughter Perish in Fire at
Chatham.
I
Chatham, N.B., March 7.—James
| Whitty, aged 38 years, and his daugh-
ter, aged two, were suffocated or
i burned to death in a fire which broke
out in their home, Fleasant street,
| soon after they had retired tonight
while Mrs, Whitty was absent from
home.

CANADIANS WIN -RACE,

london, March 7.—The Canadian
machine gunners Won a three mile
race at Epsom in ‘18 mhmun and 50
seconds,
)

{

othier drive at the channel ports or at *
To these officers, the admitted



