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evenmgs would be a welcome rest. She no longer needed the
sacrifice her mother made in staying with her, and Mrs. Tnl-
liver was persuaded to go back to the MUl.

But now it began to be discovered that Dr. Kenn, exem-
plary as he had hitherto appeared, had his crotchets, possibly
his weaknesses. The masculine mind of St. egg's smiled
pleasantly, and did not wonder that Kenn liked to see a fine
pair of eyes daily, or that he was inclined to take so lenient
a view of the past; the feminine mind, regarded at that period
as less powerful, took a more melancholy view of the case.
If Dr. Kenn should be beguiled into marrying that Miss Tul-
liver

1 It was not safe to be too confident, even about the best
of men; an apostle had fallen, and wept bitterly afterward-
and though Peter's denial was not a close precedent, his re-
pentance was likely to be.

Maggie had not taken her daily walks to the Keotory for
many weeks, before the dreadful possibility of her some time
or other becoming the Hector's wife had been talked of so
often m confidence, that ladies were beginning to discuss how
they should behave to her in that position. For Dr. Kenn
it had been understood, had sat in the schoolroom half an houi
one morning, when Miss Tulliver was giving her lessons,—
nay, he had sat there every morning; he had once walked
home with her,—he almost always walked home with her,—
and if not, he went to see her in the evening. What an artful
creature she was 1 What a mother for those children ! It was
enough to make poor Mrs. Kenn turn in her grave, that they
should be put under the care of this girl only a few weeks
after her death. Would he be so lost to propriety as to marry
her before the year was out? The masculine mind was sar-
castic, and thought not.

The Miss Guests saw an alleviation to the sorrow of wit-
nessing a folly in their Rector; at least their brother would
be safe; and their knowledge of Stephen's tenacity was a con-
stant ground of alarm to them, lest he should come back and
marry Maggie. They were not among those who disbelieved
their brother's letter; but they had no confidence in Maggie's
adherence to her renunciation of him ; they suspected that she
had shrunk rather from the elopement than from the marriage,


