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grew. In other words, before 1 write of Shaw
I wiU write of the tiiree great influences upon
Shaw. They were aU three there before he
was born, yet each one of them is himself and
« very vivid portrait of him fiom one point
orwew. I have caUed these three traditions

:

•The Irishman," "The Puritan," and «'The
Progressive." I do not see how this prefatory
theonsiqg is to be avoided; for if I simply
»a|4, for instance, that Bernard Shaw was an
Irishman, the impression produced on the
reader might be remote from my thought and,
what is more important, from Shaw's. People
might think, for instance, that 1 meant that he
was "irresponsible." That would throw out
the whole plan of these pages, for if there
w one thing that Shaw is not, it is irresponsible.

.

The responsibility in him rings like steel. Or,
«g«in, if I simply caUed him a Puritan, it
might mean something about nude statues or
"^des on the prowl." Or if I caUed him

\ u^'"^*' '* "'*''* ^- »"PP<»«d to mean
Uiat he votes for Progressives at the County
Council election, which I very much doubt
I have no other course but this : of briefly
explaining such matters as Shaw himself might
explain them. Some fastidious persons may


