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While the Canada First party, as a party did not playan important role in Canadian politics, and while the nameand the organization finally disappeared the force and
spirit behind the movement, as has been truly remarked
remained and exercised a powerful influence upon Cana-
dian politics for many years.

THE OPPOSITZOir TO IMPERIALISM.

•
^^s a result of the strong national sentiment existing

in Canada, the Imperialists met with opposition from thevery outset of their propaganda. I have shown how
George Etienne Cartier, as early as 1870, successfully op-
posed what was evidently intended as the opening wedle
of Imperialistic effort by flatly refusing to agree to any
departure from the recognized agreement effected between
the Imperial and Canadian authorities how a similar at-
titude was taken in 1885 by John A. Macdonald, when
he refused to officially sanction the participation of Cana-


