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408 MR. CREWE'S CAREER

admiration of all who beheld it, proposed the health of
. bride, and proved indubitably that the best of oratory
has Its origin in the heart and not in the mind,— for Tom^d never been regarded by his friends as a Demosthenes.He was interrupted from time to time by shouts of laugh-
ter; certain episodes in the early career of Mr. Austen
Vane (in which, if Tom was to be believed, he was an
unwilling participant) were particularly appreciated. And
shortly after that, amidst a shower of miscellaneous arti-
cles and rice, Mr. and Mrs. Vane took their departure
They drove through the yellow sunlight to Ripton, with

Im^ering looks at the hills which brought back memories
of jo;^s and sorrows, and in Hanover Street bade good-by
to Hilary Vane. A new and strange contentment shonem his face as he took Victoria's hands in hio, and they sat
with him until Euphrasia came. It was not untU thev
were weU on their way to New York that they opened the
letter he had given thAn, and discovered that it contained
something which would have enabled them to remain in
Europe the rest of their Uves— had they so chosen.We must leave them amongst the sunny ruins of Italy
and Greece and southern France, on a marvellous iouinev
that was personally conducted by Victoria.

Mr. Crewe was unable to go to the wedding, having to
attend a directors' meeting of some importance in the
West. He is still in politics, and still hopeful j and he
was married, not long afterwards, to Miss Alice Pomfret
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