
and oil sikiw-sIkx'w, (if your nitv<sii>.'t< ciirritMl within (ho Antic cinlo, of your
iiiuj.'iulirciit (lislaiiics iraNciMMl which iiuulc thikSd >,{ iis wiio ihoii^'iit oiir-

schcs rxuTt lit iiiissiiiiiary travel, to lay ..iir haihls ii|>^iii our luoiith.s.

I am far frmn ilispara^'iiiv' tlio work that lias Ihm-ii .loiin in laying' Innnda-
tioiis ami in cstahlisjiin^' institntions within voiir honlcrs ami oiir own.
W(* ha\o not l«(.n ncv.'li'_'cnt or imliircrcnt in tlicso rciianls. Nor am I ilclicicut

in n^MTcncc tor activity in its salutary intlncncc. if wn loutrast tho l'.a^it(•rIl

anil Latin churches, we sec how a ( omparativc orthodoxy disunited from enter-

prize, may result in sjundier, and how intense reli;.'ious eiieriries e,\er at work
luay keep in life and \ it^or a lnHly, seemiiiL'ly |ioisoned thron^;h and thronvh

with the casuistry of hiiruori.

V<in will not th(*n inisjudtre my allirmation, that while other iharacters

have not ht^en wanting, activity rather than contomplation has Inark(^d (jur

administration.

SeeiuL' then that the sjx'citic ne<'ds of the au'e and the land in \vhi( h wo iivo

demand of us can^fully considered jH.licies a.s wc^ll its industrious work, with
what humility and self-distrust should wo apply oiirselvos to the.se. <lntie,sl Yo-s,

and with what courage tool If .\linii.'hty (tod hy His MIcssimI Spirit <liselo,sBs to

ns an evil that sjionld 1h^ remedied, a iloticit^ncy to ho .snpplit^d, liow holdly luay
W(i approach the throne of jrraco and a.sk of (io<l wisdom to meet the exigency !

A chilillik(^ leliance in the |iromi.M'S oft-rt'iH'aied, of an enahliii<r, illnminat-

inir Spirit will show itself alike in conservatism and in eiiterprizo. It will lead

us to lH>ar a constant w itness to th(( nnalterahle elomcuits of (jur holy rolijiion,

althoujrh all th(^ world may jeer at us a.s dotards: it will lead us also in tiling's

varialde and discretionary, to accoiuinodato ourselves to tlie. character of tho
times and the temjier and I'ircum.stance.s of those to whom wf. ministor. It

hecomes us to he as stuhhorn and nnyieldini: as the rooted rock, and vet as

tlexihle and a''coinriiodatiM' as the iilade of ]>olishe.d ste(d : and it is our con-

lidence in the jiresi'iue of (Jod the Holy (ihostwith His I'hurch whirh now
makes ns refuse all surnMider or compromizt'., whlio i)resently it prompts us to

readjtist our ixilicies, hecomin^; all thing's to all men, if hy all means we may
save Some.

Suffer me tlien to mention .some of the particulars to wliich, leaning' on the

arm of the Divine \\'isdom, we. have ne^'d to direct our thoughtful intfllij^ence.

1. Wk are Seit to Brau Witness on this Continent to a Rei.kjion of Fait

AND History.

Wo may well he thankful that we hav(< in the acts of tho Apostles, a faith-

ful account of their interpretation of thoir commission, and of tho moans on
whiih they relied for the conversion of the nations.

It was no part of their plan tu proclaim a new philosojihv, siihversive of the

eystems then in favor. They went out as heralds to proclaim certain strangle

things which had actually come to pass. While hy no means inditferent to the

I


