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Ocnocsc to make 1,U voyage of e«y under tI,o flag of Eng-land It was, ihereforo, not difflcult for Jolm Cal.otra denfeenof Ven,™ reading ai Bristol, ,o interest that polit „ ki

,

'

jn

under tl,e great eea! a eonunission en,poweri„g himKelf andh« three so,,,,, or either of tl,o„,, tl,eir heirs, „r?h,.ir de.ntl^to sa, ,„t„ the eastern, western, or northern sea witl, a H t offive rf„,«, at their own ex,H„>se, in seareh of i.lan,I pro"nces, or ,-eg,„„s „tl,erto unseen hy Cl,rietian people
; to affixthe hrnn^rs of England on eity, island, or eonlinint and a^v^al. of the English erown, to possess and occu ,y t'i.o te'rrttor,es that nnght be fo„nd. I. was further stip,, I'aL •„ tWs"most ane,ent American state paper of E„gi„„l" 1 thepatentees sho,dd be st^etly bonnd, in every re"„ to athe po,- of Bnstol, a„d to pay to the king one tifth part ofthe,rga„,s; while the exclusive right of frequentin S tlf

count,ie, that ,„ight be fo„„d w.^^ ^served "l ,^ j"!
the,r assigns, without Ihnit of ti,„e.

Under this patent, which, at the first direction of EnMish
enteT„.,se toward America, embodied the wo.t tj^tim«„p„ly and commercial resti-iction, John Cahot, taking tithI"m I„s son Sebastian, emba,.ked in quest of nc, islands anda passage to As,j. by the north-west. After sailing prospero,, ifas he reported, for seven hundred leagnes, on tl, "twenuZrtL'day of J,,ne, 1497, early in the ,r,o,-ni„g, almost fonSnmonths hefo,.e Columbus on his thh-d voyag^ came n s "htSh n,a,„,and more than two years before A,ne,.igo Veieisaded west of the Canaries, he d!seove,-ed the westernSBent probably in the latitude of about fiftysix de. e amontthe d,s,„al cliffs of Labrado,-. Ee ran 'alongX ™, s" fofn>any leagues, it is said even for three hund,;,l, .mlTnded
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marks that the reg,on was inhabited. lie planted on u,e landa large cross w th the flag of England, and f,,„„ affection f"rthe repubhc of Venice, he added the b.nner of St Mark
'

wh.ch had never before been borne so far. On his hInewaMvoyage he saw on his right hand two islands, whicL f„r ^^of prov,s,ons he could not stop to explore. After an absZ


