
PKEFACE.

This selection, from a large number of speeches and
addresses, deHvered during the past few years in the
Canadian Parliament, or to pubHc assemblies in the
North-American Provinces, has been made, "at the
request,"~to use a venerable formula—"of many
iriends."

The only object in making public at present such a
selection, is, to contribute something, however inconsider-
able, to the fullest discussion of what may be caUed the
British-American question.

For the sake of convenience the speeches and
addresses are arranged in two parts. I. Addresses
deHvered to special societies, or at popular gatherings.
II. Speeches in the Canadian Parliament.

This division of -the matter selected was intended, in
the first place, to aid the "home" reader, personaUy
unacquainted with those Provinces, in forming a fair

estimate of the elements which go to make up the
aggregate of our present British-American society

; and
m the second, to give some exemrL'^cation of the
difficulties, local, sectional, and legislative, which the
contemplated Confederation has had to encounter.


