
128

|l!t;f
imperishable requisites be kept at each military station in chests of an approved
construction and ready for use, with all the necessary bottles, fitting, etc., ready for
tiling With the requisites ready for use, which need to be supplied fresh, so that in
the event of their being required for use, the medical officers can at once supply
what is needful for the expedition and the number of men composing it, and the
time expected to be on service.

The men have very froqu«ntly, for days together, boon without sugar, salt,
popper and apples, and as the food is very insipid without these articles, I would
urge the Department to issue orders that these supplies in future be kept up to the
requirementsof the Column.

I am of opirion that less animal food might be supplied, but that tinned vege-
tables be served in lieu thereof, with considerable advantage to the men and with
little or no additional cost to the Government.

On any long campaign, such as the one we are now on, lime juice ought to bo
served as a ration at least twice a week.

Daring the march of the Column, we have been very free from any serious ail-
ments, the principal being excoriations, sore eyes and sore throat, although the men
were supplied with goggles and mufflers.

In conclusion, I may remark that several other matters, which may he worthy
of consideration connected with mon in the field, have suggested themselves to me,
y®*^J will not extend this report, but in the event of a committee of enquiry as to
such like service, I shall be happy to supply any information required of me.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

GEO. T. OETON,
_, „ ^ Brigade-Surgeon.
To Surgeon-General, Militia Department,

Ottawa.


