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wan nml Lako Wiimipcfj l>asinu, equally

suitnl lor aLTviciiItinv, ninl ri<'li in most ut'tln;

cluniciitrt lit' wi^altli. 'I'lie jiasst-s of tlir Ifoi'ky

MountaiiiH Imvu liccn oxainiiii'il, an<l tliose

i)X]u'illtiun.s limt! rt'swltdl in tlic iiisi'ovcry

that tliiTc exists no practical dillirnlty in tlie

conHtniction of a roail, ami t-vcn a railway,

from tlio .HJiorc'N of Lake Superior to tlie Fni-

zor River; ami as liritisli vessels ean m)\v

proei'eij tor 2()(>() miles into tlio Ainerii'an

continent Vty the St. Lawrence ami the (-ainil

an<l lake navii;ation of (Janatla, .1 roail torthe

rciniiimler of the distanee to r>riti>ii Colum-

bia <Mii;lit, consideriiii^ its iin])ortat.ee, to pnt-

sent aH few dinieulties in a fimincial as it does

in an enj^jiiicerintj point of view.

In tile colony itself the want of eoinmuni-

(Bfttion is severely felt. The force (les|)atche(l

to aid the Hrst colonists in road-makiiiix Inis

proved v.holly inadeipiate, and there are no

funds, in the [iresent undeveloped state of the

colony, available even for the nmst necessary

public works. I'ossessinj^ as yet little or no

export trade, and the j^old of the miners

passjn;.; over the boundary into the L'nited

States territory to evade the <luty on its ex-

port, the public resources ui the country are

restricted to such duties as can be levied on

imports; and these, in a somewhat unsettled

state of society, are not always easily col-

lected. Capital for making the first roads in

a new colony, might, we think, be judiciously

advanced by the Imperial (Jovernment. A
country would thus at once be eixlowed with

the elements of success ; immigration would

set in, and a rapidly increasing population

would soon enable the local government to

pay off the debt thus incurred, and the com-
merce of Great Jiritain could not but feel in

a short time the effect of so provident an out-

lay. Such is the course ad(jpted by the (Jo-

vernment of the United States in its new set-

tlements. Roads are the first necessities of

civilisation ; without them there can be nei-

ther trade, social progress, nor political de-

velopment.

At present tlie population of British Co-

himbia is almost wholl' fed and clothed from

he neighbourinfj states of Orefjon and Call-

foruia. The exports of the colony are insig-

nificant, and consist oidy of a few tuns of oil,

a little coal, and some barrels of crard>erries.

Some spars that were ordered from England
had to be purchased from a neighbouring

State, although the forests of British Colum-
bia abound with the finest timber in the

world. There w^re then in the colony tio

means of transporting them to the coast.

Uay, which sells at prices ranging from L.8

to L. 16 per ton, is imported from California,

as are buihling materials from Paget Sound
and Oregon. 4a our present state,' writes an

intelligent settler, ' wc arc oompelled to sit on

an American chair, wear an American hat,

read an Ann-rican book, and patmnisc an

American tailor ; in fact America ndgtis

snprenii', and this must be the chsc while wc
are driven of necessity to American imirkefs

to obtain oiir supplies, .\lmost all the ai'ti-

cles that we reipiire now fetch here three

times their cost in ivurland, and are, more-

over, of an inferior dcscri|ttion. A ready

and remiiiu'rative nuirket is a great boo.i to

the shipper; but we have more to offer, —wo
have good harbour's and a free port. Not
one iota of duty has to he paid on the goods

shipped to Victoria: there they can renmin

till they are sold ; and when sold, first class

paper on Kngland in payment is at tin? dis-

posal of the merchant.' These facts canm)t

be generally k?iown in England. Tin; im-

ports into British Columbia and Vancouver

Island amoimt to L7()(»,U()0 yearly, but the

gold of British Columbia, in conseipicnce of

the absence of trade with the nn)ther coun-

try, instead of finding its way to EnglamI,

goes to swell the exports of the precious

metal from California.

In one important respect Britisli (Columbia

presents greater attractions than many of our

(ither dependencies. No part of the worM is

better suited to the constitution of English-

men. The capital. New Westminster, pos-

sesses a climate milder than that of England,

although in a latitude a thousand miles fur-

ther north than liuebee. Snow falls in the

moutitains early in October, but seldom re-

mains for any length of time in the valleys.

The summer is dry, and the heat considerable.

(.)ne peculiarity of the climate it requires,

Mr. I'emherton says, an effort to reaii/e.

'Surrounded by snowy peaks, the air is often

not oidy warm, but sultry, Jl)ven at Victoria,

where snow sehlom exceeds a few inches in

depth, or at Langloy, we have evidence of

this every day. The snow itself is not of the

damp compact nature we are accustomed to;

it is light, dry, and drifting, and on this ac-

count, when it thaws it disappears with as-

tonishing rapidity,' The Rocky Mountains
have been crossed without difilcnity on the

2ist rf January,

This colony is unsurpassed in pictorial in-

terest. It is a land of broad lakes, foaming
rivers, thundering torrents, of mountains
piercing with their snowy pinnacles the blue

transparent sky, with valleys of enchanting

beauty, and forests of matchless magnificence.
' Nothing,' says Governor Douglas, 'can sur-

pass the imposing grandeur of the mountain
masses and deafening cataracts of the two
districts, the Harrison's River and Lake, the
admiration of every lover of the sublime and
picturesque in scenery.' In other districts
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