
Cover with good rich loamy soil to i depth of 4 or 5 inches, and
pack it firin. Allow this to statul lor a few days to heat up and
then rake the bed smooth, when it will be ready to receive the

seed. Where a hot-hcd is used, the seed may be sown in row i

from 4 to () inches apart, or broadcast, having previously been
mix(<l with ashtis or cornmcal so as to ensure more evenness in

sowing. If sown broadcast the surface should afterwards be press-

ed liriniy by i)l'i,-ing a board about one iool wide and nearly llie

lengili 111 tile liel. on ihi surface of the ni-wly-sovvti ground, and
walking ovi'r it, then move the board so as to press another fiot,

and so on, until the whole bed is evenly pressed. Then cover wi'li

tVanies either gl.r-v-d 01 covered with cotton to |)rotect from colil

and frost and sprinkle the surface often enough with water or

weak li(|uid nia!nn"e to kci'p it nioisl. < it-rniinatiou takes pl.ice in

about ten days, and in from twenty to thirty ilavs after the plan's

appear, they should be large enough to transplant

Where the seed is sown in cold frames or open beds, a slieltered

position is desirable.with a southern ex])osure. Upon the plot select •

ed, brush is usually burnt until the soil is made liot enough to kil!

the seeds of grass and weeds near the surface. When the soil lias thus

i)ecn baked to the depth of abrut half an inch and the lied h;i-;

cooled, the surface is stirred with hoe or spade to the depth of 2

or 3 inches. Well-rotted manure is then spread over the ground
and raked and worked mitil it has become tlioroughly mixed, and
the whole made mellow and tine. Mix carefully one tablesijoonful

of seed with about a quart of ashes and sow broadcast. This

quantity is sut'ticient for a bed ten feet scjuare, and sho'.dd furni>h

plaiUs eiunigh for an acre of land. Urush or rake tlie seeil in

very lightly and use a light roller to make the surface compact,

smooth and even, or jiress the surface smooth with a board in the

maimer reconuiieiuled fo,' the sowing in hot-bc 1:;. I'se c ict. n

covered frames or cover with light brush thick enouL^n

to afford some shade to the young plants and to pri •

tect them from tlrying winds, and water from time 10

time as iiceded tn keep the ground moist. Kei'p the plants hee
from weeds and thin them out where necessary to avoid crowding.

Sometimes the seed is sprouted before sowing. This may 'le

done by mixing it with some fine mould and placing it near a

stove or in some other warm place and keeping it moist for four

or live days, ."-^ow it as soon as it can be seen to have sjirouted.

By adopting this plan some time may he saved, but it is not

generally recommended. The time of sowing will vary in different

localities, ranging in Canada from the 1st to the 15th of April, and

the young platits will be ready to put out from the 25th of May
to the loth of June. The seed bed should be large enough to

permit of a sufik-ient number of plants of the same size being

taken from it to complete the planting of the desired area at one

operation, so that the subsequent growth mav be even and regular.

There shoidd also be a suq:)lus left sufficient to fill the vacancies

caused by failure.

PT.ANTING.

The plants are usually put out in rows about 4 feet apart and

from 2/ J to 3T/J feet apai-t in the rows. Where practicable, the o ms


