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Tri JH<T,oini( tlie puront^ss or its opposito of the olmrrt tfrs of piiV

lio men, we must look at tlie fjKits of tlieii- puVilio lives, without HulTia--

Bi*^ onrsoWf's to ixr j;iiid*i<i hy the mere shouts of their ivartizius, whicli

aicgejnerally vevy fai- irorn b<>in!^ (ii.sititeveKti^d.

In 1871 Mr. Blake was a niemlxjr ot the Houio of Assembly of
the Province of Oritrtiio, when Mr. S;»ntielil .M.-icdoimld was the Premier,

It was iiu mediately iiitoi- ;i contested 'flection, whicli waa remarkitW*?

for singul.ir hitrternesf), Mr. Bhike, <1ni iug t!ie contest in tlio constitu-

9nci"S, liiivifior very vigorously wnved.— tij borrow a fiii;nre from
American )K)litic:s— the '• Ifloody ahirt " of 'Ilros. Srott ; and having,

as \\;%n nor, inH|)tly said during the late provinoiHl election eontoat, done
very t>uuh to creep iuto ]>ower by his loud (iennnciatious of the action

of the Government of the day in dealing with, to use his own words,

the " murderer, Louis Biel." Still he did not quite sneoeed. Mi
fteld M;iciion>dd'.s Government obiiined a nominal nwiii>rily, Hut iitj

innately sutfered from an ab,seu<,e of t!i;4[tt of hi.s .supporters at tli'; erit,iea}

moment for him, owing to the incidents of conte.sted electiouw, Icjtving

him with only a majority (>f one in the House; and hej'e <'ame Mr.
Blake's opportunity.

The (>recise ovevtiirea which werc! made to lAv. E. H. Woo<l, the

Treasurer of Mr. Sanlield Macdouald's (fovernmcnt, have never yet

b»;en published, but they are and h»ye been known. Without, ho\v.:;ver,

going further on this point, it is quite .sufficient for the present purpose

fip Siiy it is indubitable that overtures were made to hiui to betray Ui&

eihief, and ,so throw the Government into the h^nds of the Grits. And
% is eipjaliy indubitable that the dlshoiiourablj incicement at the fataL

waonient was made by Mi. Blake.

There are several circumrtHnces about the evidence on this point

tjit'.t are not very nice, but atill we cannot forbear to receive the fact*

by wh stever means ihey may hnv.- been brought to ligh'. Mr. Blake-

waa seen to write and send a missive to Mr. Wood, wliich that gentle-

man tore up and put in a spittoon. Tlie fragmeuts were, however,
picked out of their congenial" receptacle and put together, njvejiling sJie-

met of the following wonis in tiu^ handwriting of Mr. Blake :

"You bad better speak now.

Ki). Blakk "

Mr. Wooil did accordingly " speak now," and the Governmeut of

Mr. Santieid Macdouald fell, betrayed by one of hii? own Ministers.

Perhaps this is, in all itvS incidents, ovu) of the most dishonourable and
mf'iinesjt acts that the history of our jiolitics has pioduc^>d. It iias*

made a stain on the chai-acter of Mv. Biake, like that stain of blood

w'hicb Lady Ma.cbeth could not rub out, and the simple recital of this

Mstory sounds strangely when contrasted with the claima of " the whit*
iiower of a blameless life."

The ambition of the man who betrayed his master, or rather his-

Premiej, had been played upon in the operatituis to which we refer, and
Ke subsequently found a .seat in tl>B Dominion Parliament. He wa»
afterwards appointed Chie.f Justice ot Manitoba to the great scamlal at
^e time of many of the loyal peo[d8 of that province ; but it is only

just to hiij meniory to say that he did, by bLs great abilities and industry

iA a judge, very much which might be put as an offset to the unsavoury
»nd dishonoui aide proi^eedings we have related

;
pi'Ooee«liagis that divt not

lend lO irring peace in Ihe arena of Domimiou politioa;, to tlw) j,>iutles

cenceined in them.
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