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(bmc of oiir Cuftoms and Manners, to ftudy in a certiiri

degree, the principles of our Laws and Conftitution ; and

I ftand before this Honourble Houfe the Agent, I have no

hefitation to fay, of a number of the moft refpefbable and
moft intelligent of thefe French Canadians, folicit the total

Repeal of the Quebec A 61.

The Inveftigation which was made by order of Lord
Dorcheftcr, in the Year 1787, into the pad Adminiftration

of Juftice in the Province, and which is in the Hands of
his Majcfty's Minifters, as well as the difputcs between the

upper and lower Courts in the Province fince that period, will

fiiew, that neither the Judges, the Lawyers, nor the People,

underftand what were the Laws of Canada previous to the

Conqueft. There has bfeen no ceitainty on any obje6l of

Litigation, except in fuch matters as regarded the Pofleflion,

Tranfmiflion, or Alienation of Landed Property, where the

Cuftom of Paris is very clear. I cannot, therefore, fuppofe

that this Honourable Houfe will confxdcr it incumbent on
them to gratify the prejudices of a part of the People, on
a point of fo much importance to the wholes an Objed that

muft continue, and perhaps encreafe, that confufion which

has too long prevailed in the Province, and which has brought

the Courts into Difrefpcft, and occafioncd much uneafineft

among the People.

I Ihall hope that this Honourable Houfe will repeal the

Whole of tne Quebec Aft in compliance with the defires

of my Conftitueats, French and Englilh, as being a Sta-

tute extremely obnoxious to them. One or two Ihort Clauf-

cs added to the new Bill, will provide for every part of that

Act which is necefiary to be retained.—We Ihall, perhaps,

find it fufficiently difficult to explain and underftand the new
Law i but it muft greatly encreae our difficulties if we are

obliged to revert to the Quebec Aft to know the full ex-

tent of our new Conftitution.

My Conftitucnts wifti to receive from the Britifti Parlia-

ment a new and compleat conftitution, unclogged and unem-
barrafied with any Laws prior to this period. Afts explaining

A^3, or amending Ads, however they may be proper and

ncceftary


