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fhall reftrain myfelf to the outlines and princi-

pal arguments of your two fpeeches, confident

that I (hall not overlook thofe particular opi-

nions which you wi(h the nation (hould em-

brace, nor thofe intereftingarguments on which

you have juftified the prefent war, and re-

pudiated the very idea of peace.

** It was foretold by Davenant, that when-
*' ever the American colonies fliould find

«* themfelves offufficient ftrength, they would
** endeavour to form themfelves into a feparate

independent Jiate ; and this (you fay) has

been the conftant objetfl of the people of

New England almoft from their earlieft

infancy. At the conclufion of the late war
an idea prevailed, that the Americans (hould

contribute towards the public expence,'*

(and that the Parliament of England fhould

tax them for that purpofe without their con-

fent.) " I Jhall not pretend to Jay how proper

fuch a meafure might have been, but the

ftamp-atl pafled, and nobody oppofed it.

Next year the declaratory a£l was alfo

pafled without any oppofition. On the

following year the port-duties were laid

while a noble Lord, now in oppofition

(Lord C mden) prefided on the woolfack,

he never faid a word againft them. The
Bofton port-bill alfo palled the year before

laft without any manner of oppofition.

Of thefollowing a8ls IJhall fay nothing, but

if the other a& werejuftifiable I think the

" latter
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