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adminlftereJ for the attainment of that end. The Legi-

flature < f Great Britain, however, ftimulated by an in-

ordinate paffion for a power not only unjuftifiable, but

which they know to be peculiarly reprobated by thi:

very c in(iitution of that Kingdom, and dcfperate of fuc-

cefs in any mode of conteft, where regard fhould be had

lo truth, law, or right, have at length, deferting thcfe,

attcmpre 1 to cffe<ft their cruel and impolitic purpofe of

enflavir:g thcfe Colonies by violence, and have thereby

rendered it neceflary for us to clofe with their laft ap-

peal from rcafon to arms,-— Yet, however blinded that

i\fl"embly may be, by their intemperate rage for unlimit-

ed domination, fo to flight juflice and the opinion of
mankind, we efteem ourfelves bound by obligations of
refpsdl to the reft of the world, to make known thejullice

of our caufe.

Our forefathers, inhabitants of the ifland of Great
Britain, left their native land, to feek on thefe fliores a
refidence for civil and religious freedom. At the ex-
pence of their blood, at the hazard of their fortunes,

without the Ifaft charge to the country from which they

removed, by unceafmg labour, and an unconquerable

fpirit, they elR'«5led fettlements in the diftant and inhof-

pitable wilds of America, then filled with numerous
and warlike nations of barbarians. Societies or go-
vernments, vefted with perfect legiflatures, were formed
under Charters from the Crown, and an narmonious in-

tercourle was eftablifhed between the Colonies and the

King'iom from which they derived their origin. The
mutual benefits of this un on became in a fhort tim&
<b extraordinary, as to excite aftonifhment. It is uni-

verfally conf^fTed, that the amazing incrcafe of the

wealth, flrength, and navigation of the realm arofe

from this fourcc ; and the Minifter who fo wifely

and fuccefsfully directed the m(?afures of Great Bri-

tain in the kte war, publickly declared, that thefe

Colonies enabled her t) triumph over her enemies,—Toward'j the conclufion of that war it pleafcd our
Sovereign to make a change in his Councils.—Froin
that fatal moment the aftairs of the Britifli Empire be-
gan to fall into confufion, and gradually Aiding from
the luinmit of glorious profperity, to v.'hich they iiid
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