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ind immediately he marched with twelve men to the relief of the

Gentry, and [ remained before the guard.

JAMES BASSET,
Lieutenant 29th regiment.

Suffolk, /r. Bofton, March 13th, 1770.
Sworn before me, James Murray,

J,
P,

S I R,
(No. 114.)

A T your requefl: I now fit down to give ^ou the particulars of
Monday evening, the 5th inftant. I (hall endeavour to divell

myfelf of prejudice, and relate that unhappy affair with the utmoft

Impartiality. 1 have alrea-'y given in tofeveral juries of inquefl two
depofitionsj not altogether alike in words, but the fame in fubftanccj

and this is iimilar to them both, and is as follows. 1 being in King-
ftreet that evening, ,between the hours of nine and ten o'clock, faw a

Gentry that was placed at the cuftom-houfe loading his mufket, and
fwore, to a number of perlbns that were paffing from Royal-Exchange-
lane to Quaker-lane, *

' if they molefted him he would fire among
them," which occafioned numbers to gather round him,fome ofwhom
huzz'ad, and told him " to fire and be damn'd." Immediately on this

.1 faw Capt. Prefton with a number of foldiers coming from the

guard-houie to the cuftom-houfe with their bayoneti charged, who
ibon formed into half a circle, and began without any provocation

to pu(h their bayonets at the people, one of which went through my
coat, for which Capt. Prefton reprimanded him, and then told Capt.

Prefton it would be prudent for him to retire and take his men with
him ; for in cafe they molefled the people 1 feared the confequences

would be bad. He rcply'dj "he would do the beft he could," or words
to that cffeft.

At this time I heardaperfon afk Capt. Prefton " whether they were

loaded ;" he reply'd^ ** they were ;" he then afited *' whether he intended

they fhould fire ?" he anfwered, '* by no means." Alio I faw feme of the

foldiers to appearance load their mufkets, which induced me to fay

to Capt.Prefton,** For God's fake, don't let your menfire." Hereply'd^

**They fhall not." Afthis inftant I faw a cake of ice, or fnow-ball, ftrike

a grenadier ulpon the right of the detachment, upon which he level-

led his piece and fired ; Capt. Prefton left me Jueftly, and I heard

the word "Fire" feveral times,' which I fuppofed was uticfedhy the

foldiers, upon which all or moft of them fired and loadc-d y I tRtn re-

tired down Royal-F.xchange-lane, and returned ifi about three or

four minutes ; 1 faw the body of a perfon, called Michael Jchnfcn,

lying dead on the ground, which I fuppofed to he in conil'quence

of their firing; I now told Capt.Prefton the fatal elTeds of their

firing, and Legged he would retire, as his lif^ was in danger; on
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