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owing to want of territory, but of people and ciw

couragcmcnt. The northern colonics (I fpcak not

of Nova Scotia) which arc by far the moftpopu*

lous, are difcouraged from raifmg any quantities of

hemp and flax, becaufc they make better of their

lands, by growing corn and the like for the fVeft^

Indies^ and other places : the foutbern can cmplof

all their hands in railing tobacco,) indigo, rice, filk,

&c. or if any of then) could be fparcd for the cul-

tivation of different commodities, it. is not done

becaufc of the difficul ties at|:e(iding the introdudion

of a new branch of bufinefs. The pru<>ent plantr

er will (tick to his tobacco, indigo, rice, &c. while

he can procure a fupport from them, tho* they do

not yield him the fame gains as formerly^ rather

than hazard his ruin by cultivating the vine, thp

olive, and the like, with which he is but little ac-

quainted, when at an utter uncertainty, whether

his commodity will fetch its prime cod at market.

But let him be properly ihforniied, the necclTary

lights be given him, and a fuitable encouragement

be propr.fcd, and he will attempt the growth df

new articles. I (hall be heartily glad to find, that

'the premiums propofcd, by the Society for the

encouragement of arts^ manufaSlures^ and commerce^

prove effectual for the introdu6lion of new branch-

es of trade among oiir colonills. Whether its

views are anCwered or no, it hath made a lioble

attempt.' But (hould not premiums prevail, hc-

ceiTity will at length oblige the colonies to grow

other comnriodities, and to betake themfclves to

new branches of trade s and this necelTity will be

brought


