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convinced^ that Peace and afleadyRegard to our oivn

Jnterefti are the only Means by which our Liberties

€an be fecuredy our Trade extended^ and our Authori-

ty^ with xlejpeti to our nearefi Neighbours in parSi^

oilar^ and ail Europe in general, effeSlually ejia-

blijhedy andfor ever maintained, ''\"^ vv^r- t-rij

< 2 ^hat wheneverwe have been drawn to departfrom
thefe Maxims^ to gratify the Ambition ofour Kings,

or the Notions ofour Minijiers, we have been driven

hack to them by a Series of Misfortunes, which might

have been eaftly forefeen, and of Confequence without

Difficulty avoided. For in the Frofecution of fucb

Views we have been made continually the Tools of

others, not only without the leaft vifible Advantage,

hut even to themanifeji Prejudice ofourfelves, This

we havefrom Time to Time acknowledged, though we
have as frequently relapfed, and upon every Relapfe

have beenforced to recur to right Meafures, byfinding

wur/elves deceived in our ExpeSiations, exhaufted of

our Treafure, and deferted by tbofefor whom we were

fo unreafonably prodigal. Neither has this been our

Cafe only, but the Cafe ofevery other Nation po£effed

with a Romantic Zealfor fettling the Rights of Man-
kind, and of interfering with the Prerogative of

Providence*, which was jo clear to that great and

boneft Statefman John de Witt, that he wifely laid

it down, in his Maxims for the Condu£i of the States

of Holland, that this was a Point always to be a-

voided I nor does it appear at this Day that his Coun-

trymen haveforgot his Advice, which Ifpeak to their

Honour, as well as for the Infiru£iion of ourfelves.

That tbrogh thefe repeated Mijlakes,we are at laji

fallen intofuch a Conaition, that nothing but afettled

Refolution ofopening our Eyes at lafi, and of keeping

them open, can fave usfrom Ruin, Our Taxes are

fo high, that, according to the mofi moderate Com*

futation, they amount to upwards of thirteenShillings
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