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it> pcnnancnt sol„t„.n must he nation-, pcrliaps world-
wide, ca.inot be <lo„l,ted |,y an intdli^cnt (.b.ervcr of
ccononi.c conditmns to-,lay "

; and I. M. Kubinovv. in

Industn, s-ys (pp. 301 and ^02):
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^''^^^'^^'s^•"^'^ of civilization, likemost other blessing, for that n,atter. have not benefited

all dasscs of socety-not in the same degree, anyway,tor side by s.de with the achievements of old age in arts
htcrature, busmess, professions, science and statesmanship
modern civilization on its industrial >ide has created thevery grave problem of superannuation-thc problem ofthe jobless, helpless, incomeless, and propertvless oldman of fifty. ' Later (p. 304) he sayL ''Second, theeconomic conditions of the wage-contract accentuate theeconomic d.>abil,ty of old age. Under normal physio
logical conditions, old age, unless preceded by a dehn "echrome ailment, should lead to a gradual failing of theproductive process. As the medieval independent workerbecame old, he uorked less and produced less, but he

For an" T "u
"/"^'' '^ '^^" "'^'^^' "^"'^"'^^ something,

i-or an agricultural community, the usefulness of anold man or woman does not cease until actual seniliti' isestablished, and actual senility is a comparatively rare

nn
,^[',"\^7^=>t'«"^ ^''ou- the trend of scientific thoughtand the books mentioned and others give full informa^onconcerning the measures that are being taken abroad andm ^America to solve the problem 'on the Iglltrve

In the following pages I have attempted to supple-
st
vtion" r'"V"

'"''^^'^'^ ^ ^''^'"S ->• concrete ob-servations gamed in personal contact with the peoolediscussed describing their conditions as I found them
It IS always very difficult for a member of one social

fmir -;l-^;-cl thoroughly the conditions affcS nga member of a difterent group. We mav have aporovi'
.u.:te cAi^cncnccs but never verv similar ones

'

Thebest we can do ,s to enter, as far as possible, ihroigh.magination and intuition, and by a process of cumuTa-


