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alienable right to use Vint water se far as
*he needs it for bis own purposes, provided
he does not pollute it, and provided he does
not interfere with Vie rIgh't of navigation
on Vie river. I hold in my hand the pro-
nouincement on Vie Law of Waters, by
H. J. W. Coulson, and It gives at great
lengtb articles upon that question which
I wili not wenry Vie bouse with reading.
It lays down as a fundamentai principle
that the riparian rights belong to Vie lndi-
vidual whose property adjoins Vie watef
of the river, that Viey are inaiienable se
far as he Is concerned, s0 far as certain
conditions exist, and so far as he observes
.them. Now the province of Ontario la
itself owns the land right up to the banks
of 1Nagara, and Viat being Vie fundamental
law upon which Vie use of ail waters Is
based, I submit that this government is
sal'e in nccepting Vie principie that the pro-
vince 0f Ontario has an alienable rlgbt to
the waters of Vie Niagara river so far es
they need them. for their own industries.
1 trust that no treaty wlll be entered into,
tiat no negotiations will be entered Into,
with Vie United States or any other coun-
try, Viat wlll withdraw from us Viose rights
we have exercised for years past in the
province of Ontario, and Viat we believe
are inaleniable, nameiy, the rights to use
as much of that water as we require for
domestic, industriai and traction purposes
in that part 0f Vie province Viat is tribu-
tary to Vie waters 0f Niagara. I thank
yoa, Mr. 'Chairman, and Vie ministers ln
particular, for Vie courtesy Viey have ex-
tended to me in ailowing me to make these
few remarks upon this important question.

blon. CHARLES S. HYMAN (Minister of
P>ublic Works). 1 regret in the first place
Vint the debate on so important a matter
shouid have been brought up upon a mere
question of the withdrawai of a Bill, not
Vint I am suggesting that Vie hion. gentle-
man shouid not bave made his speech, but
because 1 have not, unfortunately, before
me either Vie report of Vie International
Waterways Commission, nor have I at hand

.some figures that I wouid like to have
quoted. The hon, gentleman hardly recog-
nizes the importance of Vie subject when he
asks that there should be made at this mo-
ment some declaration of policy on behaîf of
Vie goverament, although it iýs but a short
time since Vie report of Vie International
Waterways Commission bas been recelved.
But I trust Viat before I sit down I wii be
able to announce the policy of the govern-
ment, a poiicy whicb I hope will be in accord
with the poiicy the hon, gentleman himself
wili be ia accord, so far as 1 am in a posi-
tion to announce a poiicy under Vie circum-
stances. The hon. gentleman seems to have
settled In bis own mind the question of
jurisdiction. Now in my opinion Vie ques-
tion of jurisdiction Is one that is not s0
easily settled ; and I may say on behaif

of the government that the government
hesitate very mucli at the present moment
to take any action involving the question
of jurisdiction over Niagara Falis, because
that is n matter that interests not only
Ontario atone, or the Dominion government
atone, but it is a matter in which every
province -is 'possibly interested, althougb
not to so great an extent as the province
of Ontario. Now I think the policy of the
government is shown by the wîtbdrawal of
this Bill. This Bill was brought into the
Huse by the Minister of Justice for the
purpose of putting under a license parties
desiring to expert, not only eiectric power,
but gas and other substances. The Min-
ister of Justice very properly, and after
consultation wlth myseif, tbought it was
better that this matter should be referred
to Mr. Whitney, the premier of Ontario,
and that he tdiould bave an opportunity of
passing upon the merits of the Bill. A copy
of the Bill was sent to Mr. Whitney. There
was no comment by Mr. Whitney upon the
Bill itself as originally introduced into the
House, and I presume the Minister of Jus-
tice was rlght ln taklng It for grantedl that
there was nothing in the Bill as originaliy
introduced which was not in accord witb
the opinions of the Ontario government on
this matter. But when we came to deal
with the Bill In the House, it was found
tit oniy one, the name of wbich I do not
remember, out of the three companies, had
a Dominion charter, and in that charter
they were empowered to enter . Into an
agreement with the Niagara Falls Park
Commission to expert power. When they
made representations to the Minister of
Justice and to myseIf, the question arose
as to how far we would be justified la
lnterfering with the vested right which they
hadl acquired in Vie charter they had
obtnined from this bouse, and by reason
of tae agreement they had entered Into.
So an amendment was prepared and sent
to Mr. Whitney, who corresponded with
the Minister of Justice, and after that cor-
respondence It-was thouglit better, ln the
Interest of «Il concerned, that Vie legisia-
tien should be withdrawn. I wish to say
furVier Viat 1 am informed that the chair-
man of Vie Canadian section of Vie Inter-
national Waterways Commission has hnd
severni conferences with Mr. Whitney in
reference to Vie wbole matter. The posi-
tion this government takes in Vie matter
is Vhils: Recognizing Vie importance 'to
Ontario, adopting Vie view whlch the houi.
gentleman himself bas laid before Vie
bouse, the government bas Viought better,
before entering into a contest in regard to
the question of jurisdiction at ail, to see
If It Is not possible to arrive mutually at
some settiement on Vis question whlch
would be beneficial to Ontario, to the other
provinces, and to the Dominion itself. Now
Vie House is aware Viat during Vie coming-
recess of parliament it is Vie Intention to
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