
Baron Cuvier.

point for natturalists of all nations, wlio, having been once anitted,
r=uied only to inake tlcir appearance, that their arrivai in Paris

shudbe generally known.
Cuvier fotin<lcd the -Museum of Comparative Anatomy, and was

cxtremely liberal in giving strangers acccss to its treasures, until
some gentleman thouglit pro per to reruove thosc p arts wvhich wcre
preserved of the celebrated Hottento~t Venus; ani after that he iie-
came distrustful of students froîîî tlîis country. In visiting him
strangers were showvn tlîrougth a series of froni six tu seven smail
apartments, which wcrc so rriany separate libraries, each having a
chair or a table loaded with periodicals or prints. The last but
one was the rooin fiàr the preparations immcdiately 'wantcd, or Ma-
king under his eye, and wvas kept at a high temperature. The next
room was his study, in ivhich lic ivalked about bchind a desk tlîat
nearly travcrsed the roonh, and wvas coveredw~ith separate folios of
palier; so that %vhen examiining one animal, hoe could put the resuits
of the examination of the diflèrent systenis down in their apgpropri-
ste places: and the saine nicthod was applied to othe _ubjects of
inquiry or of composition. Cuvier, on account of the many un-
grateful offices which hoe illed ini turn, had many enemies; but the
Most inveterate of these could jiever cease tu admire the simplicity
and honesty which characteriscd bis truly grent mmnd.

Among other situations which the Baron filled, we find hini a
member of the counceil of public instruction, a counsellor of state,
a minister of foreign wvorships, a cenisor of public %vritings, and a
Peer of France.

His grent ivork on Fishies which has alwvays been a favourite
undertakingr with bini, and ivhielà has proceeded as far as the sixth
volume, will no0 doubt be terminated by his coadjutor, M. Valen-
ciennies. He was horn at Montheliard, in 1769.

The last illness of M. Cuvier wvas only of four days' duration.
On Tuesday wcek he dclivercd bis usual lecture nt the College of
France, ana on Wcîlnesday occupicd the Chair of the Committee
of the Councîl of State; ln the afteriioon of the latter day a pain
which hie had for sznme time felt in the right shoulder increased,
and developpd it.qelf into a complete paralysis of the oesophagus,
which resisted al! thîe efforts of art, aand pursucd its fatal course
until the power of respiration was ivholly dcstroyed, and hie ex-
pired on Suinday afternoon. Ho retained bis faculties to the last,
and wvas fully awvarc of bis ap;aroaching end, as, in reply to an
encouragin- reniark of one of bis physicians on Sunday niorning,
hie said, "«I ain ton, good an anatoîni-st iiot tu bc aware of My situa-
tion; the spinal marroiv is attacked, and 1 cannot liv'e twenty-four
hotirs."1 On dissection, hiow-cvcr, uno alteration in the spinal Mar-
row could ho discovered-a fact so irreconsileable with the charac-
ter of the disease, iliat the anatoîniNts are led to believe that the
altperation must have disap1îenrcd after (lLath. The ïnost remark-
ahie peeuliarity %vas the produigious developeinent of the cerebral
mass, and thîe iinîîîîensu number of cirvunivolutions it prescnted,
whirch was so extraordinarv ns te inducc then immediately tu take
a plaster cast of the brain Y1his is the more observable as it will bo
recollected that Dr. Gall, in his Cranialogical System, consideis
the developement of the intellectual faculties as *indirect contra-
diction tu the number of thuse circumvoltations.


