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though strangely enough it is a body unknown to the Iaw and one
whose members are neyer officially made known to the public, nor
its proceedings recorded:' 2 Steph., Corn. P. 45 1.

The pressure,-)f state business soon made it impossible for the
sovereign to perform ail bis duties in Iiis own person. By degrees,
as need arose, many of the matters whîch were once deait with by the
King in Council were delegated to regular courts, as " emanations
from the parent jurisdliction of the King in Council." The power of
the Court of King's Bench to supervise the proceedings of other
tribunals, even of the Judicial Cominittee itsclf wvas derived from
the fact that the King himself wvas supposed, theoretically, to be
prescrnt at and to take part in its decisions, which %vere proaounced
as if coram ipso Rege in consilio.

\Vhen regular courts of law were established there arose a great
jealousy at the jurisdiction of the Kiig in Counceil, which then became
extraordinary, and continued to be exercised. as it originally had
been, as a kind of extraordinary and correctivcjur:jsdictiontoprevent
failtire of justice in thte ordinary' courts by fraud or violence, corrup-
tion or intimidation; and especially by combination and conspiracy
to obstruct or prevent justice. To somne exteiit this extraordinary
jurisdiction w~as salutary and necessary :Finlason, pp. 6, 7.

In the reign of Charles I., first by tie Petition of Right in 1628,
and afterwards iu 164o, an> judicial jurisdiction of the council in
imattrs arising %vithin the realin Nvas distinctly declared illegal.
The consequence xvas that the King in Council could only exercise
appellate jurisdîiction over the colonie-s or dependencies. or foreign
dominions of the. crown. (ib. P. 37 ) Thesc appeals came to the
Kin;, in Council fron' necessity-there being no other tribunal
open to ',hein, and by virtue of the fundarnental principle, that is
the duty' of the crovn to sc that justice is adînînîistered ta ail its
subjects.

"'Flic general rule with regardl to appeais froîn the colonies,
appears ta be, whlerevcr no limnitations have been imposed upon
thein bv, orders iii council, the charters of the courts, instructions
to the (.overniors, or acts of parliament, die)- are receivedi on petitiori
ta the Kinig iii Couincil, froni ail courts in the King's dominions
abroad, on the ground that it is the right of subjects ta appeal to
the sovereigni to redress aIl wrongs donc ta thcmn in avy court of
judicature," (2 Knapo's P'. C. Reports, App. IV.) The appeals
were hecard Lefore a coinmittee of the council appointed for that


