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TEE BENCHERS A

these days of reponsible government an
elective rigbts,' it is. not in accordance wit
the analogy of other instituti1ons, and with th
spirit of the age, that the governed shoul
have no voice in the selection of their goveri
ors. This argument, s0 far as it goes, ma
for the purposes of this cnquiry beadmittE
to be founded on a reasonable basis. But 1
give it any weight it must also appear as î
established fact, that the governcd desire
change, whicb shahl place the appointment
their governors dircctly in their hands. J
we bave cndeavoured to, sbew, there cann<
as yct, be said to bave been any such expr(
sien of opinion; the petitions being, s0
speak, ex parte, and, as such, valueless Ilor a
purpose whatevcr. And it must be concedq
that if the profession bave not expressed
desire for a change, tbey must be presunr
to he satisfied witlî the present system, a
content that the power beretofore exercE
by the few shahl s0 continue, and as peri
tion can never be obtained, it may be becai
out of the two evils, tbey thus choose
least.

On looking over the haw list, and compar
the names of the present Benchers with tb
from whom a selection can be made, one
inevitably led to the conclusion, that nea
ail those wbo are not past work fromn age
Mi bealth would probably be elected. under
new system. Some few who are not IlPo
lar," in the worst sense of the word, would
left out, tbough perhapa amongst the 1
men that could be had for the position,
their Place would be supplied by men
conipetent, but more Ilpopular,"1 youngci
more pushing, as the case might be.

If tbe sarne men, or an cqually good c
are elected, of course no barm would be d
ezcept the barm of introducing a systemn wý
is attended witb se much of evil, and in
case, without, 80 far as any arguments bai
Yet proved, any compcnsating advante
But the fca.r is, that a lower clasa of men
be elected. Wbat has been tbe experien
Years? lias it not been that the noisy, F
ing and unscrupulous come ta the f
lcaving more really competent men in
background. Surely it is not in matter
pertaining to the profession of the law
one would like to, se the turmoil of an ehe<
party spirit invokedï, politica doubtless i
duced, by and by ilh-feeling engendered
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a the nice feelings and instincts of those, wL'o
h would flot condescend to lower tbemselves by
le an appeal to others for support in such a con-
d test, blunted.
1- If the present system is shewn to work
Y badlY, we wilI be amongst the first to ap-
ýd plaud any weil considered scbeme that wiIt
to nnke things better, or remove any well-
Ln grounded causes of complaint, but we cannot
a support a ineasure which not only is not

of st.ewn to be necessary, but bears on its face
Is the elements of discord and destruction. It
)t, is not our business to advocate the interesta
1,- of the present or any former Benchers of the
to Lw Society, and we do not now pretend to

nY do so; they are perfectly competent to fight
,di their own batties. But we cannot, vnaa

a pere matter of justice, allow it to be said or
ied en insinuated that the present Benchers
*nd htve done nothing to give us confidence in
;ed the present system ; to speak of nothing else,
'ec- they have inaugrurated a course of legal cdu-
ise cation, probably superior to that of axiy other
the country in the world. This is something to

bc proud of, and let those who have donc the
ing wc>rk get their share of credit for what tbey
ose have done, as well as blame for what they

15 nay have left undone. A systcm. that bas
nly produced such good fruit in such an imupor-
or tant matter must not be ligbtly interfered

the wjth. Would as much have been donc by men
Pu- appointcd for a few years, not knowing whetber-
be at the end of one period whethcr they would

)est be in office the next year to carry out to coin-
and pletion. what they migbt have cominenced ?
less We much doubt it. And bere it is but right

or ta pay a passing tribute to the zeal an&
talent of the indefatigable Treasurer of the-

lass Law Society, to wbosc sagacity, the admira-
one, ble measures alluded to are mainly due. fie
hich bas workcd early and late, devoting his greaL
this business talents and much of his valuable time

re as to the work of the Society, and, like the rest
iges. of the Benchers, without the slightest remu-
will neration ; doing more than those who are not

ce of famuiliar with Osgoode Hall are aware of. We
ush- hope, for the sake of the Socicty, he xnay long
ront, bold bis present position.

the A host of objections present themselves te.
s ap- the Bill as introduced, but to which we have

ýthat Dot at present space te refer ; but we shall Pro-
ýton bably have occasion to speak of this subjeot.
.ntro- agrain. Without having as yet etated 1half the,

and objections to this Bilhw amiY5 eBtIS
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