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JUDGE GOWAN.

Proîn1inent part during. the past 30. ears of
h , lf but it by no means professes to be

accurate record of bis manifold services

~the profession and the state. It is well

knIown tbat many inmportant Acts of I>arlia-

Mlent, and many valuable amiendments of

e xistmng statutes have originated in bis fertile

braiin, and any suggestion coming fron this

elnMflent Judge, with bis known experience

afdripe judgment, it may well be believed,

aseagerly and gladly mnade use of hy the

offcers of the Crown for the timie being, and

sPee dily these suggestions would he found
reflected in the Statute Book.

Tow%%ar(ls the organization and practical

WOrking out of our soinewhat complicated

41unlicipal system, Judge Gowan, bas contri-

bluted more tban perhaps any other one

iridividual. Living bimself after bis appoint-

'lient in a new l)istrict--brought into daily
Conltact witb the inmigrant and tbe old settler,

focdto hold bis first I)ivision Courts in

localities to wbich for a timie the only mneans

0f access would be aL bridle 1)ath, and the only

'nean-s of locomotion a saddle-horse or one s

0w-lStout legs--he was brougbit face to face

With 'the wants and 1)eculiar re(luiremneflts of

q1tleents hiewn out of the 1 rirneval for-est,

ýfld the learned judge tbus acquired a l)racti-

aeXl)erience wvbich wvas open to few. TIhis
P1ecial knowledge, added to bis w~eIî-kn-ow~n

~1attailnnVents, and the. confidence whîch
Sfeit in bis ju .dgmnent and knowledge in
h hquarters, gave him the opl)ortunity to

0111(l imuch needful and practical legislation
legislation which otberwise woul d bave

been larg ely theoretical and of questionable
Valtle. In ail such matters Judge Gowan

did flot confine bimself. solely to the lîmiited
81)here of bis local judicial duties, but with

P'211 and voice brougbt under public notice
a'W flotahl e abuse, or suggested somle sensible

alllendllent of tbe existing law, which Nvould

111 order out of chaos, and tend to reduce
the2 constant friction whicb is anl incident' to

lCwly devised systeins no iflatter lhow
carefully franmed. T1hrouglh such labors as

bis-and the labors of many others, too, who

are entitled to be credited with efforts in the

samle direction-we have perfected a most

flexible and workable systemi of local self-

goveinment, which, while a boon to the'

various local conimunities, is at the samne

time a monument more enduring thani brass

of the untiring energy and patriotisin of men

like the late Judge of the Judicial D)istrict of

Simicoe.
l>ossessed of, such qualities of mmid and'

teml)Crament as we.have depicted, so sîngu-

larly well adapted for judicial iwork, and

judicial distinction, it may be a m)atter of

somne wonder why Judge Gowvan has flot

many years since heen translated to a larger

arena and found a place upon the ýSu-

perior Court Bench. We believe we are

guilty of no impropriety in. stating that such

prefermlent has on miore than one occasion

been within his reach. rIhe learned, Judge

has, however, always declined any such pro-,

motion. A certain natural tenderness of

heart, notwithstanding his irmnness of charac-

ter and admirable judicial temiper, bas

prevented him fromi accepting so responsihle

a position, since it would involve the neces-

sity, in the higher place, of dealing with

capital criminal offences, a duty from tbe

performance of which his sensitive nature

recoiled. Had he seen bis way lear ,to

accel)t promotion, bis record wvould undoubt-

edly bave been a fitting sequence to his

brilliant career uipon the County C.'ourt

Bencb. As a bigbly con rscienious man,

Judge Go wan no, doubt felt that he Wvas, fitted

for the position be found bimpself in, and

that it was in b is power, possibly, to 'do more

for tbe advancemeflt and improvemefit of our

legal and municipal systemn as a Counlty

Court Judge, than be %vould be able to do if'

lie occupied tbe bigber place. 'l'lie counitry,

by this decision, tbough it lost the services of

an able jurist in the Superior Court, gained

largely, we venture to say, by bis determînaiý-

tion to serve ber faithlfully and weil ini the

County Court.


