OBSERVATIONS ON FOREIGN INTELLI-

GEMCE.

Lvery perfon in this courtry, who
is acquainted with the prefent afpedt
of Public affaivs in Envope, muft feel,
a very confiderable degree of nuxicty;
and ar this diftance from the feene of
altion, with only Newfpaper informa-
idon for datay it Is impofiible to form
any reafoning, upon which we can
pizca reliance.

It however appears certain  that
Peace or War is” at the difpofal
of the prefent raler of France @ for no
one can fuppofe that Great Britain, af-
ter having delivered up her conquefts,
after having  difmantled her navies
and disbanded her armies, would feek
th renew a.war which fhe confented
to clofe, in the moment of viftory,
enly one fhort twelve-month ago.
Qb the other hand, it is difficult to
imagine what could induce General
Benaparts to wifh for the renewal of a
war, from the termination of which
he has reapea, and if we are not
misinformed, he fiill reaps great ad-
vantages. Fle {s ambivious; but his
ambition has not been without pru-
dence: cunning may even be confi-
- dered as no inconfiderable trait in his

character.  An ambition fo tempered,
will not account.for a defire to rencw
the War : He fits on the throne of
one of the moft powerful Empives of
Europe, he difpofes of it as his plea-.
fure, and his influence cxtends ower
the faireft portion of the Continent.
Does he ftill defire that the remainder
of Lurope thould bend at his nod? If he
were to blot Auftria out of the Lift
of . Nations, he would ghen be the
mtural enemy of Pruflia; where he
to fubdue Pruffia, he mult encountér
Ruflin; and here the Sons of the
. North might again coverwhelm an.
Empice already finking under its un-
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weildy bulk and the weighf of its vices'
and its crimes. “Does he hope to wreft
the tident of the Ocean: from Bris
tain ? the cxperience of° cénturies,
and -the interelt ' of the; remaining
independant powers of the Continent,
who can never quietly fee the famé
power thar menaces them by land en--
loy alfo-the Empire: of the Ocean,
sught to convince him of its imprac-
tability. ' : s

Thefe confiderations have induced
fome to believe that he is rather ac-
tuated by prudence than by ambition;
that prudence which points to felf pre-
fervation, - and which of two ‘evils
bids us chufe the leaft. He is fur
rounded by difcontended officers;
men who have been his equals and
who cannot brook a Superior; the -
people .whom he amufed with the ti-
tle of ¢« Sywereign,” ‘have felt his
his power, and know that they have’

{a mafter ; a mafter who can offer to

the people’ of Frince none of the ad-,
vantages which they would enjoy un-,
der mint whofe throne he has ufurped.
Under thefe circumftances it may rea-,
fonably be fuppofed that Bonaparte has
determined to tollow the fteps of the
Revolutionifts who went” before him
to feek for internal fecurity, in fo-
reign war. ‘ _
That he intended to rifk a Conti-
nental war at leaft, at the moment he .
determined to interfere in the affairs:
of Switzerland will hardly be denied;
and the fubfequent mking pofleffion
of that Country by French troops is:
an evidence of it: for it is impofli-
ble that, after the ftipulations. of the

Treaty of ILuneville, Auftria’ can™ .’

quictly fee-the Trench-in poffeflion’of .
that country. It was by treacherous-
ly taking pofleflion of. Switzerland -
during the negociations-at Radftadt in:

1798, in the fame manner.as has beern

‘done 4t prefent during the fitting of

the Diet at Ratisbon, that France was -
emabled “to  frop the Progrefs of-

A




