
addition to these, naval and military experts and technical officers 
of the various departments concerned are in attendance when 
required. The results of the Committee’s labours are embodied in 
a “ War Book ”, which sets forth in great detail necessary measures 
to be taken upon the outbreak of war and carefully considered 
arrangements for carrying out these measures without delay or 
confusion. The work of the Committee is largely carried on by 
sub-committees, which are often constituted in part by persons 
who are not members of the general committee and who are selected 
for their special knowledge of a particular subject. Among the 
permanent sub-committees is one called " The Over-Sea Defence 
Committee ”, which gives particular attention to matters affecting 
the defence of the Overseas Dominions.

There had been no committee in Canada charged with the 
same duties; and conditions made it desirable that we should be 
prepared for grave events which might transpire without much 
warning. All the innumerable contingencies arising out of war 
cannot be provided for; but reasonable foresight and effective pre
paration can guard against many of them. In addition to well- 
considered arrangements for the necessary mobilization of military 
forces to defend our territory, there are many matters for which 
systematic and careful preparation should obviously be made in 
advance. The precautions which must be taken against possible 
surprise attack when relations with another power have become 
strained ; the censorship of submarine cable and wireless telegraph 
messages; the detention of enemy ships, both public and private; 
the detention of British ships laden with contraband of war: 
necessary measures to prohibit the export of warlike stores required 
for our own forces and to prevent the export of any such stores 
for the use of the enemy; the arrest of merchant ships which are 
intended for conversion into warships, and of cable and other ships 
specially useful to the enemy ; the closing of certain wireless tele
graph stations and the supervision and guarding of those kept open ; 
the preparation of secret codes and cyphers for communication of 
intelligence ; arrangements for the transport of troops by land and 
by sea to guard important points: the erection of necessary addi
tional fortifications; the establishing and buoying of war channels 
in important harbours : the provision of necessary patrol and look
out ships; the examination of vessels entering port and the estab
lishment of regulations respecting their entrance and departure; 
regulations for the prevention of espionage and to ensure the 
safety of fortifications, arsenals, military and naval depots and 
dockyards ; the preparation in advance of all the necessary Orders- 
in-Council and regulations, including instructions to hundreds of
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