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" one helng la red, and with wliitc belts, eaivly fccn at a diflancr,

'* -.md the other in 2'''^<^'"'> '^"^ accoutred for concealment), tiiat he

" thought it would be more uleful to mount a dozen Ibldiers of the

" rc9:iinent." Sir Willinni Erfkine highly approved of the idea, and

fent a fuitablc number of horfes, faddles, and fwords j fuch men
were k"]c*!k'd for the fervicc as the oriicers recommended for fpirit

.'.nd prelence of mind ; they were put under the diredlion of Kelly,

a ferjeant of diftinguidied gallantry. A light corps, augmented as

that of the Queen's Rangers was, and employed on the duties of an

outport, had no opportunity of being inftrudled in the general difti-

pline of the army, nor indeed was it very necefliiry : the mofl im-

portant duties, thofe of vigilance, adivity, and patience of fatigue,

\\crc bell learnt in the field ; a few motions of the manual exercife

were thought fufficient ; they were carefully inftrudled in tnofc of

firing, but above all, attention was paid to inculcate the ufe of the

bayonet, and a total reliance on that weapon. The divifions being

fully officered, and weak in numbers, was of the greateft utility, and

in many trying fituations was the prefervation of the corps ; two files

in the centre, and two on each flank, were diredted to be compofed

of trained foldiers, without regard to their fize or appearance. It

was explained, that no rotation, except in ordinary duties, fliould take

place among light troops, but that thofe officers would be feledted

for any fervice who appeared to be moft capable of executing it : it

was alfo enforced by example, that no fervice was to be meafured by

the numbers employed on it, but by its own importance, and that

five men, in critical fituations or employment, was a more honour-

able command than an hundred on common duties. Serjeants guards

were in a manner aboliflied, a circumftance to which in a great mea-

fure may be attributed, that no centinel or guard of the Queen's

Rangers was ever furprifed; the vigilance of a gentleman and an officer

being tranfcendantly fuperior to that of any non-commiflioncd officer

whatfoever. An attention to the interior ceconomy of a company,

indifpenfable


