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liave done in rlie world and for tbe worbl witb a true and
lieiirty admiration ; and tbatwbetlier or no all ibeir insti-

tutions be at ])resent excellent, and tbeir social lil'e all

graceful, my wisbes are tbat tbey sbcidd be so, and uiy

convictions are tbat tbat imj)rovenient will come for wbicb
tbere may perbai)s even yet be some little room.

And now toucbin<i^ tbis war wbicb bad 1)roken out

between tbe Nortb and Soutb before I left Eniiiand. I

would wisb to ex[)lain wliat my feelin,^'s were ; or ratber

wliat I believe tbe general feelings of England to bavo

been, before I found myself among tbe jjcople by wbom
it was being waged. It is very dilbcult for tbe people of

any one nation to realise tbe political relations of anotber,

and to cbew tbe cud and digest tbe bearings of tbose

external politics. But it is unjust in tbe one to decide

U[)on tbe political aspirations and doings of tbat otlier

witbout sucb understanding. Constantly as tbe name of

France is in our nioutb, com]Varatively few Engiisbnien

understand tbe way in wbicb France is governed;—tbat

is, bow far absolute des])otism prevails, and bow far tbe

power of i:be one ruler is tempered, or, as it nniy be,

banipered by tbe voices and inlluence of otbers. And as

regards England, bow seldom is it tbat in common
society a foreigner is met wdio comju-ebends tbe nature of

ber political arrangements ! To a Frencbman,—I do not

of course include great men wbo bave made tbe subject a

study,—but to tbe ordinary intelligent Frencbman tbe

tiling is altogetber incomprebensible. Language, it may
be said, lias mucli to do witb tbat. But an American
speaks Englisb ; and bow often is an American met, wbo
lias combmed in bis mind tbe idea of a monarcb, so called,

witb tbat of a republic, properly so named ;—a combina-

tion of ideas wbicb I take to be necessary to tbe under-

standing of Englisb politics ? Tbe gentleman wbo scorned

my wife for bugging ber cbains bad certainly not done so,

and yet be conceived tbat be bad studied tbe subject.

Tbe matter is one most diiiicult of comprebension. How
many Engiisbnien bave failed to understand accurately

tbeir own constitution, or tbe true bearing of tbeir own
politics ! But wben tbis knowledge lias been attained, it


