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of this kind In the Ncithwett The student of
Northwest history oouid spend several days in
the professor's library withthegreatestpleasure
and Instruction.

A WIDE FIBLD.
To any members of this society who have the

m^tns and inclination for pursuing studies
fsvored by the society, a wide opportunity is
still open for obtaining books and other iiis-,

torlcal materials. |faily of the ^British^fook-^
sellers now mi^e • jSpeolaltT oj( J^nuxie^
books, an4 a department of Americana is found
in many of theu catalogues. In London, one
can find anything and almost everything that
the world contains, and especially for old «0|d
rare books is this the place of search. Bemud
Quaritoh, bookseller, Piccadilb-.^W., has a
very complete coUectibn Of Ametnoan bookjB,
Ana he kn&vra how to ohturge for.th'em. C. Her-
bert, 80 Odswell road, E. C., has also a good
collection and is very jreasonnble in pnces.
Qne of the be&t and onoapest places in iJbndoh
to obtAtnrare American boolu'ua^:^wl Stlbbs',
30 ICuaeum street toear the Bvltish Mute^m.)
On our own side of the Atlantic several oook-
s6Uem have p«(id considerable attention t6 the
collection of a s^iok of such books, and offer
them at reasonable rates. Piddingtpp, 248
Younge street, Toronto, is one of these. Pfir-

hftps the best of all dealers in this <!«;mtlneint are
Robert Clarke & C6,, Cincinnati, whose

the ptMtBession ofcatalogue, with prices, ia in
the Society.

ABOCt HUDSON'^ BAlr.
While it might wc 11 cr niu within the iscdpe of

the Society's w6rk to deal with w6?'ks of travel
and explorations in the Arctic regions, thW field
of literature in this department is qo wide that
we cannot undertake to touch it. Morebvet,
we do nor wish it to be understood that Mani-
toba is so near the Arctio regions
that we are specially bound to pay
any paMcular attentions to thU regions
of eternal ice »nd snow. The district arotmd
Hudson's F" however, as having been the
theatre c' .juch history and a subject of
neat inte. u conneciion with the) route by
Hudson's JL> ^ to Britain, deserves our best at-
tention. Among the bnoks most deserving
of perusal are "An Ace m at of Hudsoil's Bay,
by Arthur Dobbs, 1744; ' A Voyage tb Hudson's
fiiy," by Hent; Bills; "Accouht of Six Years'
Reiadenoe in Hudson's Bay," by Joseph Rob-
son, in 1759, and the "American Traveller."1770.
These wopks are all taken up, as well as the
blue book of 1749, with the immediate coast of
Hudson's Bay. A number of French Mrrlters

have also discussed the events happening .on
the bay. as 'M^ Die Baoqueville de la Potberie
and M. Jeremie. So far as the interior
waa concerned, however, the Hudson's
Bi^r Company interest took a start from
the time the company decided to
penetrate the interior. Their inland 6Xpedi-
uons were placed under the charge of an in-

trepid officer, who has left us a most graphic
f(WO volume of his "adventures and discover-
ies." This was Samuel Heame, who is known
as the American Park, and who published his
work in 1790; He was not only a discoverer of
the Coppctr Mine river, but built forts for the
company, among others Fort Cumberland, on
the Saskatchewan. Another adventurer, wno
under the Hudson's Bay Company's auspices
penetrated the country, and left us an interest*

ing work, is Daniel Umfreville, who published
an octavo volume in 1790.

BARLT FRBirOH BBTTUEIW.
First, as figuring on the way to the North-

west was Champlain, whose travels are re-

corded in (our volumes, published in Quebec
and found in the library of this So-
oiekT. In 1607 the Reoolleet priest
Loau neanepin. published at Utrecht, in
French, his new disoovery of a great country,
though the region described lies rather to the
south of the field of operations of our society.

One of the most amusing and perhaps least ve-
raoiousoftheearly Frenofitravelreswhoseworks
we have is Baron De Lahontan, who pub-

lished at Amsterdam in 1706, and at the Hague
in 171li. His works are now very rare, but
were quite popular in their day. In the library
of this society is a valuable six volume edition
of thr Torks of Father (^harl&voix, a member
of the Jesuit society, published in Paris in 1744.

From these volumes much of th** information
we have of New France is obtained. The
Jesuit relations also found in our IUnmht and
gttbUshed byjthe Qevemme<^4r,of.vQanMa will
• found ot^ serVidili la^ BtildyM^ Ads pe-

riod. Much useful information may also oe
obtained as to the early French times from
Parkman'a beautifully written works, publish-
ed in Boston, and also from an excellent work
in two volumes, "Les CanadlenB de I'ouest,

published by Joseph Tasse in Montreal, 1878.

NORtHWESTBRN TRADBIiS.
After New France had fallen into the hands

of Britain a daring race of Canadian traders
sprang up,, who penetrated' the Northwest and
became Iprmidaole rivals to the Hudson'sBt»
Company. The leading spirits of theNojrtl^
wester's were daring Highlanders who had ned
from BHtain on account Of their Jacobitism.
The voyMeurswereFrench. Thedeeds ofmany
of those leadin^'SpiritsQflne time have ctbme
down by tradition to our times. It is only an
oocasioni^ nnd partial glimpse that we get of

their wild life from the books written about the
Northwest durbig that period, In 1778,

Jonathan Carver, an .vmerloan traveller,

penetrated the Interior of North America.
Bom in Connootiout, he served as a paptwi>
in the war against the French in Canada^ He
published an account of his travels some tea
years before, which gave a report of a de-
termined effort made by him to cross through
the Northwest to the Pacific Ocean. He failed

in his at^^mpt. A qomewhat delapidated copy
«)f his tvavels. with boards for the title page,
will be found in the Society's library. In 180^
Alexander Henry published an accoimt of the
expedition undertaken by him between the
years 1700 and 1776 in which he describes his

travels ai far aS Lake Athabasca, in com-
pany with JTrobisher, one of magnates of the
Northwest Company. The tnost intei^

esting and reliable work is that of
Alexander McKenzie, published in 1801. This
celebrated man had the honor of discovering
the Arctio Ocean at the partwhere empties the
river that bears his name. He also, in 179S,

crossed the Rooky Mountains, first of white-
men north of Mexico, and reached the' Pacific

Ocean. A book now very rare, is that of Dan-
iel W. Harmon, published in 1820, of a joumey
of 5,000 miles takenby him northwest of * lion-

treal He gives an account of nineteen years
residence in the Northwest. I may mention^
passing,^that his daughter still survives in Ot-

tawa. In 1821, by absorption into the Hudson's
Bay Company, the Northwest Company ceased
its existence.

AMKRIOAN TRADBRS AND BXPLORmiB.
While the Hudson'sBay Company and Noru-

westers were straggling for the fur trade in me
North, an American of great energy, John Ja-

oob Astor. was pushing the fur trade

to the upper lakes and on the
Pacific coast. Washington Irving's "Astoria.''

givcit a most interesting and graphic account
of these operations. One of uie agents em-
ployed by him was Alexander Ross,

well known to the older Inhabitanta

as Sheriff Ross, whose property 1»
in the city of Winnipeg. In a work pub-
lished in 1889 the writer gave an ar >unt of

the early settlement of the Colombia river.

After severing his connection with this fur

company he Joined the Hudson's Bar Company,
crossed the mountains from the Pacific and set^

tied on the Red River. He is also the author of

several other works, among them being nu
"Red River Settiement," published inlsat.

Among the other ennployes of Astor was a
Montreal Frenchman, Oabriel Franohere, who,
alter enduring nm«»v perils on the Pacific coast,

Grformed a memoi-able journey In 1814. ofoar

K the Rooky MounUlns, down the Saskatche


