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tions of debate often change votes, and a ministry

loses hold upon power as it loses hold upon the con-

fidence of the Commons. * * It is, therefore, for

these very simple and obvious reasons that the

Parliamentary debates are read on this side of the

water in preference to the Congressional debates,

They affect the ministers, who are very conspicuous

persons, and in whom, therefore, all the intelligent

world is interested
; and they determine the course

of politics in a great empire."*

Will Canada, as a part of that empire, consent to

exchange that perfected system of Parliamentary

Government, which, with other self-governing

British communities, she has received from the

hands of Great Britain, for a system which, on the

testimony of even Americans themselves, is so full

of serious drawbacks, and is so convenient to the

organizers of the caucus, the convention, and the

machine, to the lobbyist, the intriguer, and the

demagogue ? Rather let us maintain intact and in

full working order that remarkable system, as John
Morley calls it, which combines unity, steadfastness,

and initiative in the executive, with the possession

of supreme authority alike over men and measures

*Congre88ional Government, p. 94-5.


