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chiiniiii}^ to ourselves a. Patron no cmiiieiuly superidr to oidiinuy

'men, wv assumo n<> liumhlo ^rouud in tlie scale of inonil exciUaiice.

ilii ii'co^ni/iny ill his life, maimer, leaeluii;^, and spirit, iinjjressive

|ilhistrations of the }j[reat duties of the l)roiherliood wu vcessarilv

'liiiul ourselves to hij,'li accountability ;—and in publicly uiideilakinj^

to (()u>ecrate a day in reverence of liis holy ,ife, we are Hoatin^

bi'torc tho eyes of the uninitiated—always a critical aiul censorious

bully— the glorious haniu'r mi «hich is inscribed onr inisson i.iid

(lur faith. May these reflections then arise to us, and inlluence us,

luiul jic) alonj; with us durinj^ our Masonic journey tln'oii;;h li!e, from

tlio ccnnnonies and eiij^agements to wiiich we have to-day conimitlKl

.(I'.nsulves. May wo he forcibly reminded thereby, that upon us

(li'piMul tlie prosperity and value of Masonry here ;— that we eacii

have liib'iiir to ])erN)rm, and that our work must sqii'iie to meet the

requirements of the (hent Uvei.se.cr. No rou^li inijierfect nslihr

I will meet with his acceptance. The same exactness of fiuisii and

Miioportion recjuired for the inal^'rials I'f tiie earthly temple will be

(leiiKuulcd of us when ofl'erinjif our minds "as lixiny stones for a

[place in that spiritual huildinj;,' not made «ith hands." And it is the

lini-sion of Masonry, as I understand it— to help and direct, us in

jthis all-important undertakinj,r She ])roftsscs not. indeed, to

instruct her children in any particular system of etiiics, views, or

creeds. Hut acts rrither as the hand-maul of reli;iioii.— thai lelijiion

which is universal, and which rests on the T^o jrieat commandnuMils

in th" ],aw. She points to certain moral principles and laws, and

guides the faltering steps of man to that ever iiowin;; fountain from

I

whicji his hopes of temporal and etermd liai)piness are drawn She

ppeaks to him in no ehillinf;- words of formal ceremony,— but she

aids him in his efforts. Si.e throws open the doors of her Lodye

I

Koums and welcomes ihe wtu'thy to lier embrace. She asks him

I not to jrivm u|)on heartless forms, iiUe meetiiif,'s, or unmeaning'-

churacteis. With leverental awe she leads him to the .<niiir<; of her

own existence, and bids him fjather sireni/fh from tlie (iiiKAT l-K.iir

before hiui. From thence he learns tiie darkness of his m->riil

nature, and those "reat duties, the practice of wliich can alone

tnli^diten him, and make him a wiser and a belter man. He sees in

tile room in which he stands, the j-iorious temple of Jeiiovaii

liis soul is start ed with f erememorance
" '" "- him. From the ""

symholi^ed to his mind, and hi

that the " all-seeinij eve" is on coveruif,'," the

d flo .r'

txist," meetiiifj on the level <if a commoi - .

fiiith, a common hope, ami a common charity ;
bound toj,'etnei

.

the indissoluble ties of fraternal love, strengtlienni- eacii oiheis

:^<.ai^#ilittiiil


