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•; MTNIHTER OF MAI fINE AND FISHERIES!, ^ v.. .: •»

' ' At Hafn'ph)H, Kin£s Coimiy, N. B., Jamury lotli^
•

irOff. (1. E, FOSTER, ' i ;>
•

who vfOtf receiv«d with pralonged an*l ciilhuKiagticcheeuiig, said: .. .i .
•; "Nt-,,*

Jtfr. C/iairffian, Ladien and Oendtmen:— I am very glad indeed to havv b«en able this afternooir
to ha^e given you the pleasure of listening tci my hou. colleague, older and lAore experience4htban
mygetf, who, though coinin" from a Province far removed from this, is yet one with us in the
common citizenship thai; belongs to all Canadians. (Applause). I know you have listened to him
with a great deal of pleasure and, T have no doubt, with a great, deal of proHt -as well, and long
afterward, when he shall have gone to his home and you shall be in yours, you will have a kin<i-

licr feeUng for Ontario and a broader idea of Canada from the acquamtence yoianiade today with
ray^oD. colleague, the Minister of Customp. (Hear, hear). Now, as I appear betbre you- this

afternoon, after about a year's absence, as a atember of the Govemnaent which you were kind
enough to endorse in my person about a year ago, it becomes m v doty to say so«e thkigs to yo*
with reference to that (lovernraeBt, its policy, and the methods by which it h.is conducted its

business.

In the first place, lot me s:iy that whatever may take place here this atternooii and in succee«)-

iog days, I do not intend to waste your time nor my own time in replying to any personal criti-

ci^s, such as proceed upon suspicion and insinuation and abuse and depreciation, and which are

directed not against tlie Oovernmeot, not against its policy, but against somo individual ia tho
Government or some individual who may support the Government. I may say to you that I al-

ways feei as a .'nan demeaned whcm I have to come down to such things,-aDd 1 ci/tiid hope that in-

this country of ours, wh^ie we are an intelligent people, where we are a law-abiding people, there
are many questions brond and high which we mar employ ourselves in discussing 3 and I.have al-

ways regretted, and I rejrrot today, there are people who, rather than confine themselve* to argu-
ment, seeA impelled by some defect of mind or guile of heart, to continually resort to ^ insinua-

tions, siispioion, or to personal abuse. »

TUE GROCN'03 bl' CRITICISM.
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Ifow, I conceive that what you may have to urge against a (Government, or whit
you may have to say in favor of it, may be grouped under two chief beaids, vt«.:—
.'\dmijQifftration apd policjr. You, who are opposed to a Government, criticise it for faults in
its adminiatration

;
you criticise it for fiiults in ita policy; and you who are in favot of theGovern-

meiH aiBtain it because of the exoellencitis of its administration and the wisdom of its policy, ThKt
does not mean, however, that while as human beings we every one have faults, wo must demaad
that when 12 or 14 human beings are selected from all parts of the country and put in the Cabinet
to conduct the business of the country, what they do ana what they carry out must be infallible and
perf«Mi-^fect8 you find in every man ; defects Are tobefbund in evejry association of- men, defects

are to' be found in every Government, and the man who would turn out a GovernmentJ>ecau8e of
some defect* in it is just as unwise as a man who would refuse to live among his neighbors because
eomeof them had defects in their (^aracter or imperfectiouBin their conduct. (Applause).* So when
deciding upon the merits or when arguine upofa tne acti<His of tho Government, you are-not to ex-
pect, from the very nature of things infallibility from error, but you are to find out whether, in

comparison with those who preceeded U0,this(jraTemmentor thia party ia worthy of.the confidence
of the country or merits its disapprovaJ« (Heat^'hear).

Id the first place then,' with reference to the administration of the Govemcoent. Tb^re are .

two Hnee uj^n which you may criticiise the adininiatration of a Government. You may aay
you do not like it because it is corrupt, or because it la weak and lA^apkblo.

mmm
•"^r^i


