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Ladies :

The success of a hos])itiil deix'iuls larg-ely u]X)ii its maii-

iiircmont, ii]K)n its medical staff, and upon its luirsino- staif.

KiU'li arc links in the chain ; if one is weak, the whole fahric

must suffer.

The commissioners and medical stafl" have l)een educated

tor their wt)rk, and it is the wish of hoth tliat the 'nursina-

stuff shall he placed on an e(iual footing with themselves.

The couimissioners have, therefore, deemed it advisahle to

ostahlish a " train in ijr school," with the view of educating

you for the callinij: you have emhraced. The medical staff

will from time to time instruct you upon various subjects

connected with your duties ; and 1 will now invite your at-

tontion to a few o;eneral renuirks ui>on Xurses and Xursing.

Since the period when Dickens portrayed '' Sairey

(ianip," a great change has taken place in the public esti-

niatiuu of " nurses ;'' and properly so. '^I'his change is largely

line to the examitle and teaching of Florence Xightingale,

who still lives to witness the result of her good work ; to the

tkct that, as a class, the" are more refined and l)etter edu-

cated
; to the feeling that fhe calling has assumed the ]»osition

of an art ; and to that love of humanitv which induces manv
heroic women to abandon home comforts and socisd i>lea-

snns, to embrace a work with few attractions and many
hardships.

The good nurse of the present day is truly a " minis-

tering angel " in the sick room. !She nuiv be found in everv


