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Casgrain) that the first matter to which hie
referred was settled long Ugo; as a matter
of fact, in 1911. Incoming mails and out-
going mails are despatched from the city
of Quebec. I understand that ail the in-
coming steamers have to stop et Fat-ber
Point to take on, pilots, and the mails
destined for the Maritime Provinces are
taken on the boat whieh boards the trans-
atlantic ship and are taken to Rimouski.
In that way, the steamer is mot delayed to
any considerable extent, and I do not. think
that any of the steamaship compa.nies, have
ever complained of del*ay. The rest of the
mail is deait with at the city of Quebec. It
imay interest the House if I give a full
statement of this matter.

Prior to the summer season of 1911, ail in-
coming and outgoing British mails were
diseinbarked and embarked et Rimouski,
mail for the Maritime Provinces and East
being forwa:rded to destination by reguier
trains on -the Intercoloniai railway and the
mail for Quebec and the West being coný
veyed by speciai train on the Intercolonial
railway to Montreel and forwarded fromi
that point on regular trains.

Early in the season of 1911, at the request
of -the steamship companies who complained
of undue delay to their steamers at Ri-
mouski, permission was given the Canadien
Pacifie Railway and Allen lines to disem-
bark oniy the Maritime Province mails
fromn incoming steamers at Rimouski; the
balance being teken on te Quebec on the
steamer and disembarked and forwarded
te destination from that point, and the out-
going mails are aiso embarked at Quebec.

The delay et Rimouski te outgoing steaml-
ers wvas due usuaily to the late arrivai of
the train due et Rimouski from Halifax in
the nlorning; the steamer leaving Quebec
about 4.30 p.m. reached Rimouski about 2
a.m. and had to wait there until 7 a.m. or
leter, depending on the arrivai of the train
carrying mail fromn the Maritime Provinces
for the United Kingdom. For this reason
mails f rom the Maritime Provinces for the.
United Kingdomn were, beginning witb the
summer of 1911, brought on te Quebec and
placed on board the steamer there so as to
avoid delaying the steamers and providing
for the delivery of these mails in London
twenty-four hours eariier than formerly.

The running time between Rimouski and
Quebec by Intercolonial trains la about
seven hours, and the time occupîed by the
steamer about eleven hours, ellowing about
three hours for unioading and desipatebing
mail for the West et Rimouski. There w-as
very littie time gained by unloading the
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mail for the West at Rimouski and forward-
ing saine by train as fer as Quebec, and no
doubt this was the reeson the department
agreed to the change.

The Lady Evelyn was used at Rimouski
to emnbark and disemberk the mails, and
during 1911 and since that date the only
work done by the Lady Evelyn was in con-
nection with disemberking mails for the
Maritime Provinces et Rimouski. So the
departnen-t bas dispensed with the services
of this steamer.

As te the other question, I mey inform
the honourable gentleman that the informa-
tion wbicb bas reached me regarding steam-
ers stepping et Halifax with mails for Can-
ada, is that those mails were labelied by
the British post office "For New York."
The departmnent had no right te interfere.
The departmnent was not notified, and if
any mistake was 'made I tbink the least I
may say la thet my departmen-t ought not
to be charged with it. Since notice bas
beern served on this departmnent, we have
cabled to London and drawn the atten-
tion of the postmaster te this matter.

Hon. A. B. CROSBY: Honourable gentle-
men, this question of the mails is a
very important one-too importent, indeed,
to be passed over with just a few words. 1
feel that greater interest should be taken
in the subject. An explanetion bas been
given by the minister in reply to the ques-
tion asked very properly by the honourabie
gentleman fromn De Lanaudière. 'It seems
rather strange that we shouid have shîps
coming fromi the other aide witb Canadien
mails, cailing et a Caner'Àian port, and then
carrying those mails o1n to a foreign port,
aithough a friendly port, and leter sending
then3 hack to Canada. My bonourabie friend
(Hon. Mr. Casgrain) wented' to meke the
most of bis compiaint, hie saïd the mails
were sent out te Vancouver and then
brought back. I ulnerstood himi to say
Vancouver, and then he came back until
ha reeched Quebec. However, it seems
rether unreasonable that the persons
hendling the mails in Great l3ritain for
this Government and thîs country did flot
ktnow, when they were sending a ICanadian
mail by e sbip cailing at a Canadien port,
that they should not send it pest that Calne-
dian port; tbey sbould know that we
have a port from which we cen deliver
mail matter for Canada, and not only that,
but that we bave been teking over the rail-
ways and we Inow own railways running
fromn tbe Atlantic to the Pacifie. I arn
quite in accord witb the policy of taking
ovei the railways; and we shahl soon have


