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that it was quite Possible that the Senate people ; but in the observations wbici Il

itself was flot the necessity to the publie have mnade over quite a number of years I

Wbich it imagined ltself to, be. Now, I do bave fournd that the responsibiiity of the

flot know what impression the Senate bas goverurnent is really to the country-tbat

received during the addresses whichbhave the parliament of the country 15 ceasIng to,

been dellvered, or wbat the opinion of the bold the goverument responsibie to them,

country may be as to the utiiity of the Sen- and that the responsibility le going directly

ate, but no doubt It will sufficiently deveiop to the People tbernaelves. In other worde,

durlng the recess when the publie have had I cannot remnember,-altbough MY memory

time to consider ail the varlous points wblch May fail me in that-Lny case since

bave been put forward ln the course of the confederation when tbere was an adverse

debate. I feel, however, that wbatever vote ia tbe Flouse to dismis the goveru-

doubt may have existed In my own mind ment. Some bon, gentlemen may remember

etili remains. 1 bave flot been cured of Sly Bomle sucb Instance, but I slo not. Snme

doubt wbicb 1 may bave had on that point bon. gentleman reminds me that in 1873

because It bas flot been clearly sbown, It there would. have been If the government

seems to me, that tbere le an absolute ne-. had flot resigned.

cesty for the genate ; and wbile 1 would Hlon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-Tbe
flot Bay that It bas been shown that there hon, gentleman le qulte correct so, far as

le no necesslty for the Senate, 1 etili feel 1873 is concerned.
that the doubt remains. MY hon. friend *Hon. Mr. FEROUSON-But it was the
himself POInted out tbat the goverfi- vote of want of confidence whicb led to the
ment-wblch la PerbaPs true--cannot be resignation of tbe government.
responsible to both branches of the legîsla-
tare. Therefore, tbere muet be a lîmît Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-Tbere

to the powers of the Senate, and the was no vote.

utIllty o! the Senate must be reduced cor- Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-There was a re-
respondingly. It seems to me that It le a solution, bunt it wae flot pressed to a vote.
debatable question whether in a country
whlch bas responsibie goverament there Hon. Mr. ELLIS-In tbe local jegisiatures

shouid be two branches of parîlament at now, a defeat of the governinent by a vote

ail. The government o! the country is res- in the Flouse ls a very rare thiag. I was a

ponsible to tbe people tbrougb the Hlouse member of the local legisiature of New

whlcb le elected by the people ; and hIow it Brunswick In 1883 wben the govetnnîrit

le possible for aay other Flouse to over- wfl5 dismissed by a vote, but It was a le-

ride the will of that Hlouse, or bow gisiature f resh from the people, and there

It Is possible for any other body to was "0 debate whatever. The leader of the

corne in and constantly performi use- opposition simply moved that the goverfi-

fui Independent work in a parliament ment bad not the confidence of the Flouse

so constituted, le certalnily a doubtful ques- or o! the country in view of the result of

tion. The Flouse w'bich la not respo'isIhle the electlon, and the goverument was de-

must la the end be irremediably weak. and feated on that. Wbiie 1 do not say lu ail

must constantly give wVay. That seems to that period there bas been no adverse vote,

be n fact whlcb cannot be controverted. and yet 1 say it has fallen into disuse, and the

that view was also taken, though not pro- American systemf of wbich hon, gentlemen

minently put forward by the hon. 'Mînister are so fearful Is eoming into use in this

of Trade and Commerce. I shalh probably country ; the people themseives decide the

refer eo bis attitude on that poinit later o11. question of who shahl govern. 1 merey

But some person discussing tbe wboie mat- state this as being aliong the uines, of the

ter migbt raise the question wbethe- res- observations I madle wlth regard to one

ponsible governinent really exlsts lu this House and the responsibilitY o! the goverfi-

country at ail ln the way la wbieh w-e form- ment. But there is no doubt whatever that

erly understood it. Theî-e la no doubt that tbe idea o! two Cbambers i5 strong la the

the government is respousibie to paqrlia- general mmnd of the people. Tbat It ls

ment, and parlianent la responsibie to the strong in this Hlouse la quite evident. I tbink

Hon., Mr. ELLIS.


