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wvhich we have a Dominion charter, but
wve are not permitted to carry on business
in the province of Ontario, without first
paying a license and afterwards rnaklng
returns- every year. I understalld rny hon.

frieiîd froin Toronto to say that the pro-
vincial law gives power to the local'gov-
erninent ito aeclnre Dy regulations -the
mailler la whlch t11e business shahl be

carried on. No sucli exaction is made of

the coinpany to wvhich I have referred. We
coine under what is called the Extra Pro-
vincial Act: tiiot is, It Is an Act passed by
the Dominion g-iving us power to carry on

a business iii the province though the.pro-
vince bas the right ho incorporate sncb a
company, and under the provisions of the
constitution they declare that, havlng the

power to ralse a revenue, they Impose this
tax. But I arn not nware. that there Is

any power la the provincial Act givlng
titei the rIght to regnilate the manner la
which the business of the company shaîl
be carried. on. Hence 1 tnk-e It for grant-
ed that If this Bill Is passed wlthout clause
5, ail that the provincial governinent of
Ontario could do would be to impose and
collect a tax without rnaking any regula-

tion or lnterferiag wltb the manner la
whicb the company should carry on their
business.

Hon. Mr. ELDWARDS-The provinces do
appear to riise a certain ainount of revenue

la this way, but I ndertake to say there Is
no such license la Ontario, althougli On-
tario does Impose a tax. Like the hon, gen-
tleman fromf Hastings, I speak witb a per-
sonal knowledge of what 1 arn speaking
about. None of the companies in whlcb

1 arn lnterested have licenses in Ontario,
lut the varions provinces Impose taxation.
It is a question which I for one should
Ilke to see tested. 1 deny absolutely tbe

rigbt of the province to Impose any sucb
taxation or to, Issue any such license.

Hon. Mr. KERR-If my hion. friead wiil
make inqulry, he wouid 4ind tlîat his coin
panies bave been llcensed.

Hou. Mr. EDW'ARDS--No. noue of thein
have ever beemu licensèed, but Ontario doe~
try ho impose a tax.

Hou. Mr. BEIQIJE-The hion. seiîato
f rom Toronto objects to clause 5 of th<
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Bill1 because hbe says it is unnecessary.
Re dlaims that the province wvi11 retain Its
powers. 1 take issue witb the lion. mein-

ber ou tijat. Both Ontario and Quebec
have passed extra-provincial companies'
laws for the I)UiPose of licensing ail coin-
l)anles 'letther încorporated ia the pro-
vince Or by the Dominion parliament. The

obJect of the license law Is to Ievy a tax
on ComPaîlieS and require them to make
certain returns, but they cannot exercise
that power, beyond the issue of licenses.
If clause 5 were left ont of the Bill, the
provincial legislature woiild have no righit
to pass any general law which would af-

fect thîs Company. Some members seem
to be afraid that this compnny may be at

the mercy of the province of Ontario, and
that Ontario rnay interfere wlth the rights
of the comfpnnfy. I re-afflirrn the statement
that 1 made; I represent the prornoters of
the Bill, and 1 had the prornoters accept
the clause. I ar n ot aware thnt the hon.
member froin Hnlifax is justified ln ques-
tioning miy word in thînt respect. 1 stated

the reason why. The position I take on

this Bill Is the saine position that I have
taken withl reference to other Bis. The
hon. senator froin Toronto lmself joined
mie three or four years ago on other Bis-

not going- to the sarne extent I admit-la
framing a clause in that direction.

Hlon. Mr. KERLI-This clause declares

that the provisions of any general Act of
the local legisiature now or at any hime
liereafter la force shah, insofar as they

are not Inconsîstent with a certain Act

relating to electricity, apply to, the works
and operahions of the company. Supposlng
they refuse to license this company, where
wvouid -ve ho ?

* Hon. Mr. BEIQUE-LicenSe what ? To
*license any Comnpany ? The cornpgny Is

not subject to a license. If the cornpany

were refused a license it would not prevent
them froin going into operation. Any-
way. the fact that tlîis cornpany will be
the crenture of this parliarnent, If there
was any law passed by any of the pro-

svinces, -whicb would be oppressive of the
rights of this conîpany, It would be en-

r titled ho corne back to this parliament
eand have that very clause expunged or mo-


