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to meet with their competitors under the pretext that they did not
have enough time?

Hon. John Manley (Minister of Industry, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, these allegations are false. I suggest to the hon. member that
she could perhaps take the time to read the report; she may even
agree with the recommendations made by this panel of experts.

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Témiscouata, BQ):
Mr. Speaker, in response to my colleague earlier, the Minister of
Industry said that the government had set up its own committee
in order to get the opinion of experts.

Are we to understand that the minister formed his own
committee because he felt that the CRTC was not able to make
what he sees as an appropriate recommendation and that his own
committee would make a recommendation that would suit him?

[English]

Hon. John Manley (Minister of Industry, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, no. In fact, the government has not indicated it wants a
particular decision at all. The government has the responsibility
to establish policy in an important area which affects not just the
delivery of program services but indeed has quite a broad effect
on the information highway initiative in general.

The responsibility for making policy is that of the govern-
ment. That is why governments are elected. We will consider the
views of the panel of experts which will be reporting today and
we will indicate what policy we believe should be followed.

The issue of who wins and who loses in these things frequent-
ly is a result of decisions of a regulatory panel, a tribunal, as in
this case the CRTC. Nobody has suggested those decisions
should be made elsewhere.

INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. John Duncan (North Island—Powell River, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, yesterday the minister of Indian affairs displayed
petulance and obfuscation which has forced him this morning—

Some hon. members: Oh, oh.

The Speaker: I would ask the hon. member to be very
judicious in the words he is going to use from here on in.

Mr. Duncan: Mr. Speaker, this morning the minister of
Indian affairs clarified his conflicting answers on the series of
events on the Stoney Reserve. It is now evident the minister did
not seriously investigate this ongoing situation until after yes-
terday’s question period.

I have now heard reports that there are five other locations in
Alberta where logging may be exceeding DIAND permits:
Gerard, Sturgeon, Hart Lake, Boyer and Eden Valley. What is
the minister doing about this?

Oral Questions

Hon. Ron Irwin (Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, yesterday was enlightening
if for no other reason than the member for Kootenay East told
the Vancouver Sun that all the companies were from his riding
and would not name them.

In case the hon. member wants to know where the member for
Kootenay East is, he is about three down and sits in the Reform
Party. If he wants to be helpful, he obviously knows the names of
the companies and he could quietly provide the RCMP with the
information so that charges can be laid.

® (1445)

Mr. John Duncan (North Island—Powell River, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, it would be refreshing to have the minister stop
attacking the Reform Party every time he is asked a question. He
could start being a professional manager.

The minister has given conflicting reports as to when he knew
about the overcutting at Stoney Reserve. Did he know when the
department knew one year ago? If not, why not? If he did, why
did he not do something?

Hon. Ron Irwin (Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, 1 would categorize this as
more of a confession than an attack. I am glad the hon. member
has raised that question because I think it is time to get positive.

What are we going to do about it? I think we could use the help
of the Reform because the National Aboriginal Forestry
Association has proposals for legislation. It represents 120 First
Nations who are involved in forestry, 50 forestry companies,
educational institutes and the Meadow Lake Integrated Manage-
ment Program which does training. They have five goals all of
which presumably the Reform will endorse.

If they work through a consultation process, which I think
they will, and if we have legislation—

Mr. Thompson: Useless.
Mr. Irwin: Just relax. I know I get you every time.

The Speaker: I think I will just relax and go on to the next
questioner.

[Translation)

STATUS OF WOMEN

Mrs. Christiane Gagnon (Québec, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Secretary of State for the Status of Women.

This morning, women representing literally hundreds of
Quebec and Canadian organizations came to Ottawa to protest
against cuts in the Equal Opportunities for Women Program.
They denounced the gradual erosion of federal grants to



