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I still believe that government has to have certain authority 
and certain influence and certain economic instruments to use in 
tough economic times. When the economy is very difficult and 
there is a lack of jobs, it is extremely important that government 
take the initiative and use whatever economic instruments it has 
as a central government to create jobs. I still believe very much 
in a strong central government. Perhaps it is not understood 
across the country as much as we would like, and that is one of 
the reasons I made reference to it tonight. I thank the member 
very much for the question.

[English]

Mr. Solomon: Mr. Speaker, I missed the end of the member’s 
question. I would appreciate it if he would repeat it.

[Translation]

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): I would ask the hon. 
member for Lévis to briefly repeat his comment and question so 
that the hon. member for Regina—Lumsden can respond.

e(1945)Mr. Dubé: Thank you for giving me more time. I basically 
said that only once in Quebec’s history was an NDP member, the 
former hon. member for Chambly, elected in a by-election. 
Despite his potential, this devoted and dynamic person decided 
not to run again in the last general election and, in our opinion, 
his decision was due to his party’s insensitivity towards what 
was happening in Quebec.

Mr. Jake E. Hoeppner (Lisgar—Marquette): Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you on your 
appointment to the chair. I would also like to take this opportuni­
ty to congratulate my fellow MPs on their election or re-elec­
tion. I would especially like to express my appreciation to my 
constituents in Lisgar—Marquette who have put their trust in 
me to represent them in this 35th Parliament and to my good 
wife, Fran, who has been my constant support and friend for the 
last 32 years.

Does his party, having noted the results of the democratic vote 
held last October 25, want to review its position regarding a 
strong central federal government?

The constituency of Lisgar—Marquette is a very diversified 
area. Agriculture is the prominent industry and we grow every­
thing from vegetables such as commercial potatoes, onions, 
carrots, to fruits such as apples and blueberries. We also grow all 
coarse grains plus special crops such as lentils, sugar beets, 
yellow mustard and oil seeds like canola, sunflower and flax. 
We also have beef, dairy, egg and poultry producers.

[English]

Mr. Solomon: Mr. Speaker, the member has put a very 
important question. The New Democratic Party believes in 
democracy. We went through an election campaign and ran 
candidates in every constituency in this country on the basis of a 
jobs plan that we felt would work. I thought the jobs plan was 
very attractive and popular with many people. As a matter of 
fact it was so popular that the Liberal Party basically took it and 
put a red cover on it and sold it as their own. Unfortunately it had 
a little more success in marketing its program, which was based 
on ours, than we did.

In manufacturing we produce everything from small line 
machinery and grain trailers to recreational vehicles.

Beautiful scenery abounds in Lisgar—Marquette. We are 
blessed with the Pembina Valley which offers an abundance of 
recreational activities. From the fertile land of the Red River 
Valley to the beautiful and unique desert in Spruce Woods Park 
at Glenboro, Lisgar—Marquette is truly a rare and exceptional 
place to live.

I agree with the hon. member that I am not very well versed in 
all of the dynamics in Quebec. However we as a party really 
believe that government does work. Liberals and Conservatives 
fight campaigns on the basis that governments do not work, 
elect us and we will prove it.

The voters of Lisgar—Marquette sent me to the House of 
Commons with one strong message: that the House of Commons 
again become the voice of the people and that politicians and 
bureaucrats become accountable to the Canadian taxpayers.

We believe that government does work. New Democrats have 
been in government in Saskatchewan for 36 of the last 50 years 
and nationally we have adopted many of their programs, one 
being medicare. If we were of the view that government did not 
work we probably would not let our names stand to try to 
become the government. We want to ensure that government 
serves the people from which it derives its power.

The people of Lisgar—Marquette have become very disturbed 
about the moral, financial and political state of our country. 
What took our forefathers 100 years to build has been misman­
aged to the point of bankruptcy by Liberal and Conservative 
governments in the last two decades. The ordinary working 
people of this country have continually increased production so 
that our country has not had a manufacturing trade deficit for the 
last two decades. During one of the most productive times in our 
history the elite of our country have not only mismanaged our

I very much believe in the public service. I believe that all of 
us in this Parliament have come here with honourable inten­
tions. I believe that truly. I think all of us want to see something 
better for our country after four years in this Parliament than 
when we first got here.


