
Oral Quesions.'
1 don'i think ilh i ,îllo% n ihie dollar i., have soml do\ nwardi ,djusim eni .,ould

do a>s niuuh harm to ou r c.ono,,î as ou r presenî highi le ci iii intere> raie,.

The Bank of Canada rate thcn s'as 14 per cent; today tl is
13.95 per cent or five one-hundredths lowcr; tl bas bccn up to
1 6.2 per cent undcr the minister's administration. Would the
miinister tell the House if tl s the gavernmnent's polieN to carry
out the minister's words, ta have somc more downward adjust-
ment on the dollar, or does he consider that tl s'ould do more
harmi than the pres;ent high interest rates and thai. therefore.
nterest rates should go highcr?) What is his ehoice now tlîat li
s in a position of' responsibility and flot just jawboning bo the
public'!
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I-on. I-erb Gray (Minister of Industry, Trade and Com-
merce): Madani Speaker, 1 am afraid the hon. niemnber has
overlooked a number of constructive achicverncnts since the
governmlent ehanged. For example. he has overlooked the $3
billion industrial offset programn eonneeted with the nem'. fight-
er aireraft eontraet, somnething whieh ereated same 6,000 jobs
directly and sane 20,000 ta 24.000 jobs indirectly over the lîfe
of' the contract. He has overlooked the imiplementation of' the
eleetronies developmrent programn. One of' the grants tramn that
programi s ereating 1,000 jobs in a company based iiiftie
Ottas'.a area. He has overlooked the special remnission programi
with respect ta the front-end loader industry. something that
s'.ill cierate 1,.200 jobs.

I could go on and give further examples, but I think the hon.
miember should coneentrate on these positive achiesements and
nat sinipî trN ta raise questions, as he has, that do flot deal in
a constructive m'.ay Aith the efforts s'. are making ta strength-
en the (.anadian econonmy and provide more jobs f'or Canadian
warkers.

Some hon. Members: Hear. hear!.

Nir. Croshie: N4adami Speaker, mny supplementary question
s for the -Terror of LIRA". I s'ould like the minîster ta

answer my question. Last fail he said that allowing the dollar
ta have salue dawnward adjustmient wauld not do as mueh
harni ta aur ecanom\y as the presenit high level of inierest rates.
The level of interest rates right now is as high as, or higher
than, when he made the statemnent last faîl, but our interna-
tional reserses arc at their lasvest level sinee February of 1970.
down $210 million in November. is the mninister's policy nos'.
or are his instructions ta his colleague. the silent M inister af
Finance, that the dollar should be allos'.d further doswnward
adjustmient, or is his advice that the econamy would suffer less
damage if interest rates go up'? What is it ta bc'? What is his
advicc nos' that he is in a position ta decîde -the -Terror of
Fi IRA"'?

Mr. Gray: Madami Speaker, if the hon. miemrber was really
serious, especially about being sxorried about the silence of the
\linister of Finance, he '.'ould ask himi that question sînce t is
he who speaks l'or the goverrnment in this important area of
polîcy.

Some hon. Members: Oh, oh!
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Mr. Ian Waddell (Vancouvei.-Kingsway): Madani Speaker.
nmv question is for the Minister of' Fnergy. Mines and
Resources. It concernis nativ c matters and energy dt veýlopm-ent.
I think the minister is aware that there are mnany native people
in the midist of' the devclopmreni of tlîe tar sands. I have befare
mie a letter I romn Mr. FErie Shirt., lia is the treasurer aI the
Indian Association of Alberta. The letter i. t(i Premier I ouglh
cedi and is datcd June 25. 1980. The premier neser rcspondcd
ta that letter. I will not go inta the letter in great deta il, but tl
is a litany of t he faci that the native people i n Alberta hav e flot
benefited froiiî the econnmic boom there.

My question ta fle i nîster is this: W ha t pla ns, il a ny does
the (Governmient aI C anada have withi respect to dealing s'. îth
the tar sands projects and ssith the governmient of Alberta oser
the tar sands procts ta ensure that native people benelît fraîin
the great boomn which will camne about ulien thosc prajeets
eventually get under wa')a

Mr. Nialone: A bill of rights ta kilI affirmative action.

Hon. Marc Lalonde (Minister of Fnergy, Mines and
Resources>: Madami Speaker, I liad the opportunit'. ýcstcrdax
ta read the letter ta s'.hich the han. mieilber lias refcrred. It s,1
a very sad! letter îndeed. I t tells mueh about the fate oI the
Indi,îns living on Alberta resers atians at the preserit tuile.

Mr. Clark: Tell us about Jamnes Bays

Mr. Lalonde: The ILeader oI the Oppositionî asks nic ta talk
about James Bay. I reinind himi that the Jamîes Bay Inîdians
have bad! a lirsi rate settlemient s'.iih the Goi ieiit ot
Canada and the goverrnment of Quebec, and they arc happy
ssitli it.

Nir. Clark: They wcrc abandoned by their gos erniment. Mr.
Chrétien ran away fromi his respansibilitlies.

Mr. Lalonde: I regret that the Premîier of' Alberta does flot
appear ta have answered that letter. 1 have raised this issue
ssith my colleague in mîeetings we had du-ring the course of the
sumniîîer. I have had mecetings \.i ithtle I ndian groups con-
cerned also in the last few months. I expect ta sec thcmi again
this s'eek ta diseuss this issue furtlier s'.hile their representýi-
tises are in Ottas'. a.

It is difficult ta kîîaw shat exact arranlgements s'.il bc
passible. I have raised this iîatter witIi I mpcrial Qil. s'.hîch is
the main pramaoter of (.old L ake, and they have indieated thcý
are willing ta consider participation by the I ndians in the
projeet. Obviously it would require the full Ca operation of' the
t.vo gaverrnîents in order ta achieve thîs partieular purpose.
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I s'.ould remnind my hon. friend that under the prajeet put
forward by Nova and Petra-Canadla, Petro-Canada bas
indicated quite ciearly that tl s willing ta set aside shares for
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