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mendous increase in the value of the im-
provements on the flood plain, would prob-
ably be $80 million to $100 million. We are
aware of these things.

The hon. member makes the charge that
hindsight instead of foresight bas been used.
I cannot agree with him entirely in that
respect. He will recali the fact that we tabled
the final report of the Fraser river board not
very long ago. I wrote immediately to the
responsible minister in British Columbia, Mr.
Williston, suggesting that we should do one
thing or the other, that we should use the
report which had cost us a lot of money
or we should discard it. I wanted to speak
to hlm at once and he came to Ottawa im-
mediately thereafter.

He is already investigating the engineering
in respect of an expenditure of about $5
million to strengthen the dikes, which is the
first requirement in the Fraser valley. After
that we propose to use the Canada Water Con-
servation Act to build some dams in the
tributaries of the Fraser which, if properly
built, should take care of that area for al
time. He makes the further suggestion that
there should be a permanent organization and
1 think it has much to commend it. How-
ever, that is a suggestion which I think
might well be a matter for discussion be-
tween the federal government and the prov-
inces the next time we meet.

I think the first suggestion made in that
regard was made by Reeve Emmett of Burn-
aby who, when his municipality was asked
for a contribution toward Aiberni, suggested
that this was improvident and we should
have a permanent organization-

Mr. Depu±y Speaker: Order; I regret that I
have to interrupt the minister but his time
has expired.

LABOUR CONDITIONS-PROVISION FOR UNEM-
PLOYED NOT REcEIVING 'UNEMPLOYMENT

INSURANcE OR SOCIAL ASSISTANCE

[Translation]
Mr. Lucien Plourde (Quebec West): Mr.

Speaker, my question was directed to the
Minister of Labour (Mr. MacEachen). I was
asking him what action he intends to take
concerning unemployed persons receiving no
unemployment benefits or assistance.

If I asked such a question, Mr. Speaker, it
is because I get letters every week from many
heads of family and hundreds of young men

[Mr. Laing.]

who are out of work and who receive no
unemployment benefits or assistance from. the
province.

I ask the minister what he intends to do
for those people without any income, because
their families live in the most dreadful
poverty.

There is the case of a young man of 22
who was told "Go to such school and you will
get a cheque at the end of the month"l. Imag-
ine bis disappointment when at the end of
the month ha got a cheque for $10 only, since
hie had had to dress better and incur trans-
portation and other expenses.

Mr. Speaker, the unemployed are convinced
that the government does not care about their
condition and that we forget about them.
The government must do something for those
hundreds of unemployed without income.
Wherever they apply, they are told: "No work;
full staff ".

My riding is mostly made up of workers.
Those people are willing to work, but we
must find them jobs. That is ail they are
waiting for to, get rid of poverty in their
homes.

I agree with what Mr. Firestone said, as
reported in today's Le Droit:

In a lecture he gave Wednesday at a seminar on
the organization of labour held in Manitoba, Mr. 0.
Firestone, vice-dean of the faculty of social sciences
at the University of Ottawa, stated that one Cana-
dian out of five was living in poverty.

A former economie adviser in the ]Jepartment
of Trade and Commerce and a member of the
royal commission on health services. Mr. Firestone
pointed out that 21 per cent of Canadians are
quite poor, but that much greater attention was
being paid to the 300.000 unemployed than to the
3.8 million people who are living in a constant
state of poverty.

Mr. Firestone added that poverty is one of the
four major economic problems which Canada must
face...

To overcome poverty would not only serve the
poor but "would also contribute to strengthen our
economy. increase economic growth and raise
the level of employment and everyone's income".

The lecturer recommended also to increase the
means which would allow youth to receive a
better education and take advantage of technical
training. Mr. Firestone believes that social as-
sistance programs ought to be developed.

Moreover, Mr. Firestone advocated an increased
assistance to farmers and industry so as to im-
prove the income of employers concerned in those
enterprises.

Mr. Speaker, the crucial problem, in this
country is not the Canadian fiag or the
national anthem, but rather unemployment.
The bouse should without any delay grapple
with this evil.

HOUSE OF COMMONS3968


