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Mr. JEAN-FRANCOIS POULIOT (Ternis-
couata): Mr. Speaker, miglit I have the ear
of the house for a few moments on this
rtwenty-third day of November, 1944? 1 have
been most appreciative of the kindnýess ex-
tended to me by members on ail sides of the
house. Sometimes discussion hias been heated
on both sides but no rancor lias been left.
Since I have been in politics I have been a
Liberai and have been a true supporter of
the present Prime Minister. I remember
having stood alone in fighting the social legis-
[ation of Mr. Bennett. I carried on a cam-
paign with Mr. Hepburn sud with some of
the present, cabinet ministers in thirty-five
counties of Ontario, and I spoke at the
nomination of another minister and took part
in the campaign. I did ail that for the Liberai
party because I beiieved in the Liberai party
as led by the Prime Minister

I have heen brouglit up in the respect and
love of Liberai principles snd traditions, and
when I was young 1 iearned English in the
speeches made by great Liberal leaders of
Ontario. Those speeches were translated into
French as brain food in times of election.
Since the heginninig of the war I have done
my hest for the soidiers of my constituency
and for some others even in tbis city of
Ottawa. I have iooked after the welfare of
soldiers who, in virtuie of the law, liad the
riglit tu ask for postponemmnt. Then I tried,
ind I succeeded, in having amendments to the
national war service regulations and so on.

I regret that this session bas been ralled
to give mai- importance to ýa ininor (lilantity.
At the same timne I congratulate the present
Miiiister of National Defence uipon bis Silccess-
fui day. He lias 'answered questions very w(,11.

I regret very much that now it is impossible
foi, nie to agree xith the polieies of the
gov-ernnient, for several reasons which 1 xxili
give in due couirse. 1 hav-e the rnost pleasant
recoilections of rny dealings with the Prinie
Minister and most of his present coiieagiies,
and I w'ish themn the best of health and
suiccess in life. But wben I hax e to inake i~
choice between my constituents and the
present government, I cannot hesitate; I
stand by the people of my constituency, and
this is my iast word. Therefore, sir, I regret
very much to have to cross the floor of the
house right now.

Mr. COLDWELL: Before we adjourn, a
few moments ago the leader of the opposition
iaid that perliaps after ail we liad flot got
very mucli out of to-day's questions and
inswers, and I think that is not wholiy untrue.
\Many or at least severai of the questions
which have a vital bearing on these matters
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have remained unanswered, because the
minister stated, and I think quite properly,
that hie could nýot give that information in
public session. I helieve that every scrap, of
information we can get shouid lie obtained ini
public session, but wbere the information is
of such a nature that it miglit give some aid
or comfort to the enemy I think it is the
duty of members of this bouse, as repre-
senting the citizens -of this country and as
patriotie citizens themselves, to bow to the
decision of tbe Minister of National Defence.
I arn strongiy of the opinion that we sliould
bave this information, for without it we do
flot know wbat will lie the condition of the
reinforcement pools overseas from time to
time, and we do flot know actualiy what the
situation is with regard to expected casualties.
Therefore we cannot judge whether this order
in couneii gives sufficient power to the minister
to do ail that is necessary in order to proteet
the men overseas. Therefore I suggest, Mr.
Speaker, that we ouglit to try to get ail the
information that wili guide us, and since the
minister could not give the information fliat
was desired to-day in public, in some par-
ticulars, and stated that lie was ready to give
that information in private session, that the
suggestion of the Prime Minister sbould lie
followed and that to-morrow we should get
that information in confidence.

Mr. GRAYDON: It is after eleven o'clock,
Mr. Speaker, and I do not want to say very
mucli at this time, but I sliouid like to say a
word witli respeét f0 wliat the Prime Minister
said a few moments ago. Since the beginning
of this session I bave made a valiant effort
to keep our position on the highest possible
plane, and I think most hon. members xvill
say that I bave succeeded. 1 arn sorry that
the Prime Minister took the time of the bouse
to make charges in regard to lack of coopera-
tion and so on, hecause it seems to me that
at this time we sliouid not get down to that
sort of thing.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: It was my bon.
friend who raised the question.

Mr. GRAYDON: If at tbis stage the Prime
Minister will just try to foiiow my example
I think we shahl ail get along very mucli
better. I do not wisb to have these chiarges
stand as thougli they were of the kind that I
should not or could not answer. I only want
to leave that thouglit witb the bouse, becauise
I believe we should do our utmost to keep
this discussion on a very higli plane.

Witli respect to the question of a secret
session to-morrow, I do not know wby the
leader of the Cooperative Commonwealth
Federation party and the government are so


