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regard to the requirements and problems of
the country, and the mattars requiring the
special attention of those ministries. I must
say I1 do flot think the rninistry exceptionally
large having regard to the problems with which
Canada is faced at the present time.

I mention this bacause I think the publit
rather axpeet my hon. friend, quite as much
as myseif, to keep bafore the people of the
country what is necessary in the matter of
government administration; and unless he is
prepared to say that some of these depart-
ments are superfluous and to tell us which
they are, I do flot think lie should say we
ouglit te get rid of thema. If I misunderstood
him; if lie said he thouglit there were certain
mrnisters who sliould be changed, I differ with
hirn absolutaly in that regard. I do not share
that view; and, if lie can, I should like him
to substantiate his statament that any of the
mrnistars miglit ha said to be formally holding
office. I know something of the work the
ministers are doing, and I want to say that
every one of my colleaguas is pulling his full
weight in the war effort of Canada at the
present time. There is net one of them who
is not working to the limit of lis time and
energy, flot only in his own department but
in assisting those in other departments to
carry on thair work. If my lion, friend had
been in office at any time in the past I think
lie would weigh lis words more carefully when
lie begins to criticize the burdens that fal
upon a ministry, and the number of compatent
persons wlio are required to carry on the
business of government in Canada, witli the
problems as tliey have become.

1 wisli to taka exception to anothar comment
made hy my hon. friend this evening, a com-
ment whidh lie lias made once or twice
previously. I have in mind his references to
parliamentary assistants. Either in regard to
tliem, or in regard te the ministers, or in
regard to botli, tlie lion, gentleman used words
to the effect that it was a matter of furnishing
so many l obs.

Mr. GRAYDON: No.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: Tliose are the
words my lion, friand used, "more jobs". If
ha says lie did not say se I shall ha most
happy te accept lis statemant at once.

Mr. GRAYDON: My recollaction of wliat
I said in tliat regard is that I referred to tlie
encroacliment mada by the appointment of
parliamantary assistants upon the general rank
and file of the govarnment supporters in tlie
house. I shall always ha guidad by what
Hansard says, but I cannot racail liaving made
mention of jobs; in fact I amn quite certain I
did not, and 1 do not think the Prime Minister
would want to quote me as having clone se.
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Alraady ha has misquotad me or misrnterpreted
what I said in regard to tha first point lie
brought up, and I want te correct both
mattars now.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: What my lien.
friand now states just illustrates what I believa
happens on occasions; that is, lia speaks with-
out thinking and doas net really realize what
ha bas said. This tima, fortunateiy, we shall
have Han.sard te prove it. If my bon, friand
will look at Hansard to-morrow ha will find ha
madea referenca te "jobs." 1 toek do.wn the
word and put it in quotations when my lion.
friand used it, feeling that it was part of my
duty te taka exception te that term. I hope
ha will net say that I arn trying te misrep-
rasant bim, bacause ha will find the record of
Hansard this Pvening precisely as I hava
indicatad.

In regard te the parliamantary assistants I
want te say that for far tee long tîjis country
has gene without the additional assistance
which. a ministry sliould have in this parlia-
ment. Instaad of believing that we have tee
many persons concerned witli tha administra-
tien, especially that part of it wbich lias te
find its rapresentation in parliament, I think
we have tee few, a.nd, that we have had too
few for a long tima. The British government
have parliamentary assistants in ahl thair
departments. In addition, soe departments
hava financial assistants and assistants te
assistants; ministers hava aise, parliamentary
secretarias as wahl as privata secretarias. This
bas been found nacessary in the parliamant at
Westminster bacausa of the increasa in busi-
ness and the necessity that parliament should
ba given as much information as possible and
its affairs conducted as efficiently and as
affactively as possible. I arn sure that having
givan that aspect of our procedura in thîs
parliamant the trial we hava thus f ar givan it,
hon. mambars genarally-unless they are think-
ing in tarms of jobs-will readily say that this
addition has been of value te the parliamant
of Canada and should ha ratained and enlargad.
I know the value the parliamentai'y assistants
have bean te, the ministers. They hava net ail
taken the part in the affairs of this lieuse whicli
would begin te indicata the services tliay hava
bean rendaring; but if opportunity were given
for tliern te speak for tliamsalvas, or others te
speak for tham, I ventura te say that hon.
mambers would lie surprised at the axtant of
the assistance tliay have given since thay have
been appointad.

I want te add thîs furtliar thought. The
public lifa of our country is bacoming more
and more difficult, and will become icreasingly
difficult as the years go by. I hope that by


