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Fisheries, hoe told us that hoe and the dopait-
ment wcrc rcfusing to issue any new broad-
casting licences because a royal commission
was then investigating radio matters and the
country wvas preparing for a national policy
on radio. AccorlinigIy nio new licences w cre
issued in 1930, and ne ncw licences w-ere
rssued in 1931. During tire session of 1931
this porliament enacted legislation whichi is
known as the Radio Broadcasting Act,
nationalizing- radio. ' M'c nnanimousiy sur-
ported the legisiation which the gor erniment,
broughit down, and under tirat lerl-l'r-tion tis
new radio commission, whicli wos supposed
te ire abso1utcly non-political, was te super-
vise thre ihsuance or radio broadcasting,
licences. As a motter of foot, there is a
clause in tire act wiîich authorizes thre comn-
mission cvrn te canei existing licences and
wii provides tiiot ne ncw licences con bo
issucd without tire approval ef tirat commis-
sion. I asked a question in the liouse tire
other day, ond I xvos informed tiiot tirat
commision wos appointed on the fift.h ef
Octoirer, 1932. The ceriiimittce, nay sec at

page 1915 of ILmn»sird lhie qrr.,Iwer tlirt was
given te my qucýtioii. Th(,, commission xvas
appointcd on October 5, 19312, and sworn in
on Octobr 'al, 16'32. 1,1rt onl Uctober 28, 1932,
thrce doys irefore tlrc r-on-ien xvas sw'orni
rn and trventy-three ciays after it liad ireen
appeintcd, tire M-%inister'et Marine issrcd tire
radie lircence I have inentioncd te La Patrie
in1 Montreal. I sov thiat tiiot was an insult
te parliamc et, o violation ef the pledge given
te parliarnent, and a violartion ef tihe iaw. It
was on insuit also te the memirers ef tire
commission. Eitircr tirev agrccd te it. whichi
tircy sheuld net have dene under tire cir-
cum-tances, or if they did net agree te it,
tirey are net tire mon who sireuld be mcm-
bers of that commission rf they acquiesced in
the issuance ef the licence netwithstanding.
Tire licence was issued between the time cf
tireir oppointmcnt and tire time et thiri
swearîng in os members cf tire radio commis-
sion. 1 pretest oam-int tis tliing, having been
donc obvierr-iy for politica,-l purposes-I do
net hesitate te sa.v t1iafter tire rinaninous
stand whicir tire Ilouse cf Common., teck last
ycor on this radio broadcasting, questien.

Mr. DURANLEALT : I urnderstand, Mr.
Cirairman, tirat rie are consi(iering items 139
and 140 togetier. Periraps item 247 migrt, ho
discusscd at tIre same rime.

Mr. CASGRAIN: That is net tire some
thing. That item has te do witli the erganîza-
tien of the commission. Tire one wc arc noxv
considering lias te do with radio broadcasting.

[Mr. Lapointel

Mr. DURANLEAU: I tirerrlt, tirat tire
obsecrvations of my lien. friend from Qucirce
East mnighit be consicered as ceming- under
item 247.

Mr. LAPOINTE: Tircy conre under item
139 os weil.

Mr. DURANLEAU: Just a word in answer
te tire obs~ervations of nrv lion. friend frorîr
Qucl)cc Earst in regard te tire licence is-ued ro
La Patrie Pubilisiring Conmpany a fcw days
before tire radio commimssion was sworn in1.
Montreal is tire largest city, the metropolis
cf Canada.

Mr. LAPOINTE: Wc ail know that.

Mr. DURAN,\LEýAU: ln tire city cf Ment-
real there w'ero onlv two licensed broadîastin.g
t ations, uvîrile in other cities cf C:înauia w'ith

sirrailer popuîlations there were at icast five
s! ti(ns; witir greater power thon had ririose in

MontreAi. In nry abs.ence tire actin, ininister
of cîy departerent saw fit te grant a licence
Ie tire newsraper in ques.tion. Tîrere is notîr-
inrg wrong in tiat; 1 con sue nothing wrong
in it. At tire îîresrt time tînere an, onlv
tîri r st at ions in tire ci! v cf Montreil. In
iYv iew tîrat is net tee rrrarrv andl I do nuit

bhcliu xi' tire conîcrîsinrrrs worrld object te it.
If tlîey w iSi te olîjeci, rt is tîr l pri iiig go t
do se.

Mtr. LAPOINTE: WVere tiîey consurlted?

Mr. D-URAN--,LT : 0f course trev- were
net consfflted. because tîriy were not in office
at the tirne. I want te sarv tis furtr r that
uce to-day licences are gronteci by tire Min-
rster ef Marine.

Mr. LAPOINTE: Ycs.

M\r. DIJR4NLEAIJ: Yes, tire are granted
iîy tire Minister ef Marine, se I arn suggcst-
ing that there is notlîing extraordlinary in tIre
ia t ter.

Mr. LAPOINTE: Brît tihe granting of a
licenco has te ho appror cd by tire commris-
,,ien,

Mr. DURANLEAU: Tire lion. member says
L.a Patrie is a Conservative palier, anrd r led
tire liicenc'e w'rs grairteu becarîse ofiltirat farrr
I do fret believe thre lion. member is sincere
ira that staitement. I ar n ot here te, deferrd
La Patrie and, its attrtude in politics, but I
shall say tlrere, is ariother paper ina Montn'eul
which haýs a broïadoasting licence.

Mr. LAPUINrE: And bas had it for years.


